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Joseph Gervais (1777-1861). Sixth signer.

Joseph Gervais arrived with Hunt’s party in 1812, probably
enlisting at St. Louis. After Astor’s company was trasferred to
the North West Company of Montreal in October, 1813, Gervais
became a free trapper. Slacum records that he had also been in
the employ of the Hudson’s Bay Company. At the time of
Slacum’s visit to Oregon he had three houses and a gristmilll.
He was one of the original land claimants of Champoeg vicinity,
having built a home at French Prairie as early as 1828. Gervais
married Yaimast, the youngest daughter of the Clatsop Chief,
Kobaiwai, and selected a point on the Willamette River about
twelve miles above Champoeg and as many below Salem for his
home. His house, the first settler’s house in this section, was
built in a style partly Indian and partly white. He was always
an active helper and friend of the Methodist Mission and it was
customary to hold meetings of a religious or secular nature at his
home, this being a convenient center. Iee’s services were first
held at this house, and the “Wolf Meeting” of March 6, 1843,
was likewise held there. Gervais was a member of the Oregon
Temperance Society and signed the petition presented to Young
and Carmichael. On August 14, 1837, he accompanied the families
of Superintendent Lee and Cyrus Shepard on an excursion to the
Pacific Ocean. In 1841 he was one of the four Justices of the
Peace elected; and two years later he was one of the “Committee
of Twelve” chosen to consider measures for the civil and military
protection of the colony. In 1845 he was a member of an explor-
ing party trying to find a pass in the Cascades for building roads.
He died at French Prairie on July 13, 1861, at the age of eighty-
four.?

Etienne Lucier (1793-1853). Thirty-fifth signer.

This name frequently appears as Ettienne Lucia and Etteine
Lucia. He was born in 1793 of Canadian ancestry, and was en-
listed by Hunt at St. Louis, arriving in Oregon in 1812. While
in the employ of McLoughlin he built the first three cabins at
Oregon City. Lucier first settled where East Portland now stands,
later moving to French Prairie. He was a guide for the Reverend
Samuel Parker in exploring the Willamette Valley in November,
1835.  According to Slacum, in 1837 he had four houses and a

29 Scott, 11, pp. 10, 229.
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gristmill. Etienne Lucier was a member of the Oregon Temper-
ance Society and a signer of the petition presented to Young and
Carmichael in 1837, asking they discontinue their distillery. He
took an important part in the formation of the Provisional Govern-
ment, and was one of the “Committee of Nine” appointed to form
a constitution and draft a code of laws for the colony on February
18, 1841. He was also on the “Committee of Twelve” appointed
at the “Wolf Meeting” in 1843 to consider taking measures for
the civil and military protection of the colony. Lucier died March
6, 1853, at Champoeg at the age of sixty.’

Joseph De Lor (1789-1869). Thirtieth signer.

This name has a number of variations. ILyman spells it
“Joseph De Loar” He was a Canadian who lived near Champoeg,
and was a member of the Lewis and Clark party that came to
Oregon in 1805. He subsequently returned to Oregon in the em-
ploy of the Hudson’s Bay Company and for many years enjoyed
the appellation of “oldest inhabitant”. Scott mentions a French-
Canadian by the name of Joseph Delores as one of the original
land claimants in the vicinity of Champoeg whose holdings con-
sisted of 488.45 acres. Slacum noted a settler, Joseph Delor, who
had been in the Hudson’s Bay Company’s service and who had
two houses when he was there. De Lor was a member of the
Oregon Temperance Society, and signed the petition requesting
Young and Carmichael to give up their distillery. The name is
there spelled “Joseph De Lor”. Scott mentions a “Joseph Delard”
at French Prairie who died August, 1869, at the age of eighty.®

Xavier Laderout (1810-1864). Nineteenth signer.

This name also has a variety of forms but, according to Scott,
appears this way in the parish records. Laderout was a Can-
adian living on French Prairie, and was one of the original land
claimants in the vicinity of Champoeg. Slacum mentioned that
he had been in the employ of Hudson’s Bay Company and also
said that he had two houses. He was one of three Constables
elected at a meeting of the settlers on February 18, 1841. Lader-
out supported the Provisional Government. He died on December
18, 1864, at the age of fifty-four and was buried at Saint Paul,
Oregon.®?

30 Scott, I, p. 283; II, pp. 8, 10, 222, 225, 228, 229.
31 Lyman, III, p. 251

32 Scott, 11, pp. 9, 222, 229,
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Pierre Billique (?-?). Thirty-first signer.

This name also is spelled in various ways. According to
Scott it appears as “Pierre Belleque” in the deed records and
parish records of Saint Paul, Oregon. Billique, a Canadian living
on French Prairie, was one of the first settlers. He was one of
the original land claimants in the vicinity of Champoeg, his land
holdings consisting of 399.99 acres. Mr. T. J. Hubbard was mar-
ried at his house in the Willamette settlement on April 3, 1837.
He signed the petition to Young and Carmichael in 1837 asking
that they discontinue their distillery, but was not a member of the
Oregon Temperance Society. Slacum reported that he had been
in the employ of the Hudson’s Bay Company and noted that he
had two houses. Billique was one of three Constables elected at a
meeting of the settlers on February 18, 1841, and voted against
the organization of the Provisional Government on May 2, 1843.%

Jean B. Perrault (?-?). Thirty-fourth signer.

According to Slacum, Jean B. Perrault was a French-Canadian
in the employ of the Hudson’s Bay Company. He mentions him as
a settler having three houses, spelling his name “Jean B. Perault”.
Perrault signed the petition to Young and Carmichael asking
them to discontinue their distillery, although he was not a member
of the Oregon Temperance Society. The signature on the petition
reads, “John Baptiste Perroult.”**

Andre Picord (?-?). Thirty-second signer.

Slacum gives his name as “Andres Pecor”. As a member
of the Oregon Temperance Society, he signed the petition of 1837
which was addressed to Young and Carmichael requesting they
discontinue their distillery.*

John B. Desportes (7-7). Fifth signer.

Desportes was living at Willamette Falls in 1833, and is des-
cribed as a “half breed, with two wives....yes, two wives, seven
children, and cats and dogs numberless.” The only other known
references to this French-Canadian settler are the following: “Wed-
nesday, August 2, 1837, he accompanied the families of Superin-

tendent Lee and Cyrus Shepard on a short summer journey down
33 Scott, II, pp. 9, 222, 229.

34 Slacum, Memorial, pp. 22, 24.
35 Slacum, Memorial, p. 24.
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the Willamette Valley ‘on an excursion for health’.” His land hold-
ings are not described by Scott as among the original land claim-
ants in the vicinity of Champoeg. Desportes had a daughter, Liset,
who was married to Mr. John Hoard, May 1, 1837.2¢

Joseph Deloze (?-7). Thirty-third signer.

There is no known reference to this signer of the Oregon
Memorial of 1838. His name appears on the Memorial as ‘“De-
lozhe.”s"

CorRNELIUS JAMES BROSNAN

36 John Ball, Autobiography, 1794-1884 (Glendale, Calif,, 1925), p. 95.

37 The author of this paper is indebted to Dr. George P. Hammond, University of
Southern California, for permission to reproduce a considerable portion of the subject
matter in the present article. This appeared in the writer’s contribution to New Spain
and the Anglo-American West, Historical Contributions Presented to Herbert Eugene
Boiton, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 1932.



