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Pickett Grateful for Recognition.

Henry M. McGill was Secretary of the Territory of Wash-
imgton from 1857 to 1860 and during that time George L. Pickett,
who later led the famous “‘charge at Gettysburg™ was in com-
mand at Fort Bellingham and on San Juan [sland.

IFort Bellingham, W. ]
SiE Jany. 25th, 1860.

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt (to day) of your
communication of the 19th inst. enclosing the “Resolution” of
Legislature of this Territory so highly flattering to myself.

You will understand me when [ say it 1s one of the proudest
days of my life. Allow me to extend my thanks for your courtesy
and kindness in announcing this most plcaamfr ll“ftt]llWET’lCE‘

I remain Sir
Very Respty.,
Your obt. servt.,
G. E. PICKETT
Hon Henry M. McGill, Capt. gth Infy. U. S. Army.
Secretary of Washington Territory,
Olympia, W, T.

The resolution referred to was as follows:

Resolved, by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of
Washington, That the thanks of the people of this Territory are
due Captam Pickett, U. S. A., for the gallant and firm discharge
of his duties under the most trying circumstances on the Iblﬂ]'l{[
of San Juan.

Passed January 11th, 1860.

Decapitation of Colonel Ebey.

The following resolution is reproduced from the rather rare
archives of the Territorial government, because the good work
of Captain Charles Dodd is nearly always overlooked in the pub-
lished stories of the murder of Colonel Ebeyv by Northern In-
dians :

Whereas, Col. Isaac N. Ebey, one of our most esteemed fel-
low citizens, was ruthlessly murdered by a band of savages I'f;':r'-itl-
g 1 Russian America, in the month of August, A. D. 1857 and

Whereas, Said Col. Isaac N. Ebey was brutally nun'derc*d at
his residence on Whidby's Island, during the month aforesaid,
and his head dissevered from his body and carried off as a bloody
trophy by said band of savages, known by the name of “Kakes,"”
and residing in Russian America; and
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Whereas, Captain Charles Dodd, a brave and callant marimer,
and commander of the Hudson’s Bay Company's steamer “la-
bouchere,” did risk his life and that of his crew, as well as the
loss of his steamer, in his attempt to recover from said tribe of
savages the bloody relic above mentioned, that he might thus
be enabled to restore the same to the family of his murdered
iriend, Col. Ebey: and -

Whereas, Capt. Dodd, after a long and tedious negotiation,
did, m the fall of 1850, succeed in getting said savages to sur-
render to him the sad relic of Indian trophy, which he placed in
the hands of A. M. Poe, Esq., to be by him delivered to the
family ot said deceased Col. 1. N. Ebey: therefore

e 1t Resolved by the lLegislative Assembly of the Territory
of Washington, That the thanks of this Legislative Assembly be,
and the same are hereby tendered to Capt. Charles Dodd, for his
bravery, gallantry, and acts of humanity, in having hazarded his
own life and that of his crew, and the probable destruction of his
vessel, in his untiring endeavors to procure the scalp of the
lamented Col. Isaac N. Ebey.

Resolved, That his [Excellency, the Governor of Washington
Territory, be requested to forward to Capt. Charles Dodd, at
Victoria, British Columbia, a copy of these resolutions.

Passed January 2oth, 1860.

Sovereign Americans on San Juan Island.

The following document in the collection of the University
of Washington is self-explanatory. It will be noted that the date
is some eight years before the San Juan dispute was arbitrated
by Emperor William 1. of Germany. No attempt has been made
to correct the spelling or grammar in the document:

NOTICE.

According to the wish of Captain Bissell as expressed to me
| hereby request the citizens of this Island to meet at Frazers
house in the woods on the road to the garrison on Sunday Feb-
ruary 1st. for the purpose of making such Laws as we shall deem
necessary for the Settlement of differences between Settlers con-
cerning Land Claims and for the Enforcement of good order

upon the lIsland.

San Juan Island E. T. HAMBLETT

Jany 2znd. 1803 Copy by ”
Wm. Carny

San Juan Isld W. T,

At a meeting of the Citizens of San Juan Isld on the hrst day
of Feby 1863 for the purpose of Establishing a Criterion by which
the American Citizens of this Isld should be governed ksqr
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Hamblet was called to the chair and M. \W. Offutt appointed Sec-
retary

On motion a committee was appointed to Make Reselutions
Wm Smith I. E. Higgins C. McCoy Hibbard and James Blake
were appointed said committee Said committee Reported pre-
amble and Reselutions which ware unammously addopted On
motion the thanks of the Meeting attended to the President &
Secitary.

On motion the meeting adjourned.

I'eby 1st. 1363.
M. W, Offutt Secy
E. T. HAMBLETT Prest

Preamble and Resulutions adopted by the American Citizens
of San Juan Island Washington Territory at a meeting held on
the first day of Febuary A D 1863 at the sugestion of Captain
Bissell Commanding United States forces at Camp Pickett for
the purpose of makeing laws by which they would be governed

\Whereas Under the organic act of the Congress of the United
States for the Establishment of the Territorial Government of
Washington the first Legeslature Assembly in 18354 passed an
act including the Island of San Juan as a part of Whatcom
County and Whereas that act was duly submitted to Congress
and has not been disaproved of we therefore cannot but regard
it as the law of the land and Whereas we wish to be known as
loyal Citizens of the United States avoiding even the Semblance
of Secession Therefore be it resolved

1st, That we will be governed by the laws provided us by
the Legislative Assembly of Washington Territory and the
United States and that we will at all times cheerfully recognise
the lawfully constituted athorities of the Teritory and when nec-
essarv aid them in the discharge of their duties.

2nd. That we cannot concur with Captain Bissell in think-
ing that he is our Govrnor or that he has the power to authorize
us to make laws by which we will be governed it being evident
to us that according to the arraingement made by General Scot
and His Excellency Gov Douglas the military were placed here
to exercise a Police Supervision over the Citizens and Subjects
of therer respective Governments and to aid the Civil authorities
of those Governments in enforcing the laws upon their respective
subjects and Citizens or in protecting them in their lives property
and all the rights to which they are entitlled

3rd. That any Citizen of the United States who has or may
preempt a land Claim on this Island perform acts upon it that
shows occupancy in good faith shall be protected by us in his
rights if interfered with during his absence.

4th.  That a copy of the proceedings of this meeting be sent
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to the Governor of our to General Wright Captain Rissell and

to the Lditors of the Washington Standerd.

E. T. HAMBLETT Prest
M. W. OFFUTT Secy
Wm C. Copved

—

His Excellency Gov. Pickering. Sir the citizens San Juan
Island have requested me to forward the above to vou for vour
consideration We all think that we ought to be entitled to some
of the privileges of our common Country. Yours with all re-
spect ], E. Higgins P. M,

The document i1s regularly backed for fling and, in addition,
these words are written in pencil: “The Island is under the
supervision of the Military authorities. Consequently the civil
authorities have no right to collect Taxes.”

First Attempt to Ascend Mount Rainier.

Clarence B. Bagleyv, in his little book called “In the Begin-
ning,” has rescued from the unknown a large array of facts. Miss
Jennie W. Tolmie, daughter of Dr. W. F. Tolmie, copied from
her father's diary and sent to Mr. Bagley the following entries,
which tell of the first attempt by white man to ascend Mount
Rainier. The trip was a botanizing expedition, and as such was
a success, while the attempt to reach the summit of the great
mountain was a failure. The diary 1s also remarkable in that it
speaks of glaciers.

Professor Israel Cook Russell, of the University of Michigan,
in his book on “Glaciers of North America,” page 62, says: “In
the Proceedings of the California Academy of Sciences for March
Oth, 1871, it is stated by Professor George Davidson that Lieu-
tenant, afterward General, August V. Kautz attempted the as-
cent of Mount Rainier in 1857, but found his way barred by a
great glacier. So far as can be ascertained, no published account
of Kautz's observations has appeared, but from Davidson's state-
ment it seems that he first reported the existence of living g'a-
ciers in the United States.”

It is now seen from this diary that Doctor Tolmie discovered
the Rainier glaciers twenty-four years before the trip made by

lieutenant Kautz.
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Uresent day mountain climbers will find this extract from the

old diary to be full of interest.

August 27, 1833. Obtained Mr. Herron's consent to making
a botanizing excursion to Mt. Rainier, for which he has allowed
10 days. Have engaged two horses from a chief living in that
quarter, who came here tonight, and Lachalet is to be my guide.
Told the Indians 1 am going to Mt. Rainier to gather herbs of
which to make medicine, part of which 1s to be sent to Britain
and part retained 1n case intermittent tever should visit us when
[ will prescribe for the Indians.

Aug. 238. A tremendous thunder storm occurred last night,
succeeded by torrents of rain. The thunder was very hard, and
the lightnming flashing completely enlightened my apartment.
Have been chatting with Mr. Herron about colonizing Whidby's
Island, a project of which he is at present quite full—more anon.
No horses have appeared. Understand that the mountain is four
days’ journey distant—the first of which can only be performed
on horseback. If they do not appear tomorrow I shall start with
LLachalet on foot.

Aug. 29. Prairie 8 miles N. of home. Sunset. Busy making
arrangements for journey, and while thus occupied the guide
arrived with 3 horses. Started about 3, mounted on a strong
iron grey, my companions disposing of themselves on the other
two horses, except one, who walked. We were 6 in number. |
have engaged l.achalet for a blanket, and his nephew, Lashima,
for ammunition to accompany me and Nuckalkut and Poyalip
(whom I took for a native of Mt. Rainier) with 2 horses to be
guide on the mountain after leaving the horse track, and Quil-
liliaish, his relative, a very active, strong fellow, has volunteered
to accompany me. The Indians are all in great hopes of killing
elk and chevriel (deer), and Lachalet has already been selling
and promising the grease he is to get. It is in a great measure
the expectation of finding game that urges them to undertake the
journey. Cantered slowly along the prairie and are now at the
restidence of Nuckalkut's father, under the shade of a lofty pine,
i a grassy amphitheatre, beautifully interspersed and surrounded
with oaks, and through the gaps in the circle we see the broad
plain extending southwards to Nisqually. In a hollow immedi-
ately behind 1s a small lake whose surface is almost one sheet
of water lillies about to Hower. Have supped on sallals; at dusk
shall turn in.

Aug. 30. Sandy beach of Poyallipa River. Slept ill last night,
and as | dozed in the morning was aroused by a stroke across the
thigh from a large decayed branch which fell from the pine over-
shadowing us. A drizzling rain fell during most of the night.
(ot up about dawn, and finding thigh stift and painful thought a
stop put to the journey, but after moving about it felt easier.
Started about sunrise, | mounted on a spirited hrown mare, the
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rest on passable animals, except Nuckalkut, who bestrode a foal.
Made a northeasterly course through prairie.  Breakfasted on
bread, sallal, dried cockels and a small picce of chevriel saved
from the last might’s repast of my companions (for 1 cannot call
them attendants). The points of wood now became broader.
and  the intervening plain  degenerated into  prairions.
Stopped about 1 I'. M. at the abode of 3 Lekatat families, who
met us rank and file at the door to shake hands. Their sheds
were made of bark resting on a horizontal pole, supported at
cach end by tripods, and showed an abundance of elk's flesh
dried withim, T'wo kettles were filled with this, and, after smok-
g, my Indians made a savage repast on the meat and bouillon,
lLachalet saving 1t was the Indian custom to eat a great deal at
once and afterwards abstain for a time: he, however, has twice
caten smce 1. Traded some dried meat for 4 balls and 3 rings,
and mounting, rode off in the midst of a heavy shower. As-
cended and descended at different times several steep banks and
passed through dense and tangled thickets, occasionally coming
on a prairion.  The soil throughout was of the same nature as
that of Nusquallv., After descending a very steep bank came to
the Povallipa. lLashima carried the baggage across on his head.
Rode to the opposite sude through a rich alluvial soil plain, 3 or 4
miles m length and 35 to 1 1n breadth. It 1s covered with fern
about 8 feet high i some parts. Passed through woods and
crossed river several times.  About 7 P. M, dismounted and the
horses and accoutrements were left in a wood at the river's brink.
Started now on foot for a house Nuckalkut knew, and after tra-
versing woods and twice crossing the torrents “on the unstead-
fast footing” of a log, arrived at the house, which was a deserted
one, and encamped on the dry part of the river bed, along which
our course hes tomorrow. The povallipa flows rapidly and 1s
about 10 or 12 vards broad. [Its banks are high and covered with
lofty cedars and pines. The water is of a dirty white colour, be-
ing impregnated with white clay. Lachalet has tonmight been try-
ing to persuade me from going to the snow on the mountains.

Aug. 31, Slept well, and in the morning two salmon were
canght, on which we are to breakfast before starting. After
breakfast Quilliliaish stuck the gills and sound of the fish on a
spit which stood before the fire, so that the next comer might
know that salmon could be obtained there. Have traveled nearly
the whole day through a wood of cedar and pine, surface very
uneven, and after ascending the bed of river a couple of miles
are now encamped about ten vards from its margin in the wood.
Find myself very inferior to my companions in the power of en-
during fatigue. Their pace is a smart trot which soon obliges
me to rest. The waters of the Poyallipa are still of the same
colour. Can see a short distance up two lofty hills covered with
wood. Evening cloudy and rainy. Showery all day.

Sunday, Sept. 1. Bank of Poyallipa river. It has rained all
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mght and 1s now, 6 A. M., pouring down. Are a good deal shel-
tered by the trees. My companions are all snoozing. Shall pres-
ently arouse them and hold a council of war. The prospect is
very discouraging. Our provisions will be expended and [acha-
let said he thought the river would be too high to be fordable in
either direction. Had dried meat bhoiled in a cedar bark kettle
for breakfast. 1 got rigeed out in green blanket without trous-
ers, 1 Indian style, and trudged on through the wood. Afterward
exchanged blanket with Lachalet for Ouvrie’s capot, which has
been on almost every Indian at Nusqually. However, I found
it more convenient than the blanket. Our course lay up the river,
which we crossed frequently. The bed is clayey in most parts.
Saw the sawbill duck once or twice and I fired twice, unsticcess-
fullv. Have been flanked on both sides with high, pineclad hills
for some miles. A short distance above encampment snow can
be seen. It having ramed almost incessantly, have encamped
under shelving bank which has been undermined by the river.
Immense stones, only held in place by dried roots, form the roof,
and the floor i1s very rugged. Have supped on berries, which,
when heated with stones in kettle, taste like lozenges. Propose
tomorrow to ascend one of the snowy peaks above.

Sept. 2. Summit of a snowy peak immediately under Rainier.
Passed a very uncomfortable night in our troglodite mansion.
Ascended the river for 3 miles to where it was shut in by amphi-
theatre of mountains and could be seen bounding over a lofty
precipice above. Ascended that which showed most snow. Our
track lay at first through a dense wood of pine, but we after-
wards emerged mto an exuberantly verdant gully, closed on each
side by loity precipices. Followed gully to near the summit and
found excellent berries in abundance. It contained very few
Alpime plants. Afterwards came to a grassy mound, where the
sight of several decayed trees induced us to encamp. After tea
I set out with Lachalet and Nuckalkut for the summit, which was
ankle deep with snow for 74 mile downwards. The summit ter-
minated in abrupt precipice northwards and bearing N. E. from
Mt. Rainier, the adjoining peak. The mists were at times very
dense, but a putf of 5. W. wind occasionally dispelled them. On
the S. side of Poyallipa is a range of snow-dappled mountains,
and they, as well as that on the N. side, terminate in Mt. Rainier.
Collected a vasculum of plants at the snow, and having examined
and packed them shall turn in. "Thermometer at base, 54 deg.,
at summit of ascent, 47 deg.

Sept. 3. Woody islet on Poyallipa. It rained heavily during
night, but about dawn the wind shifting to the N. E. dispersed
the clouds and frost set in. Lay shivering all night and roused my
companons twice to rekindle the fire, At sunrise, accompanied
by OQuilliliaish, went to the summit and found the tempr. of the
air 33 deg. "The snow was spangled and sparkled brightly in the
bright sunshine. It was crisp and only vielded a couple of inches
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to the pressure of foot in walking. Mt. Rainier appeared sur-
passigly splendid and magnificent: it bore, from the peak on
which | stood, S. S, £, and was separated from it only by a nar-
row glen, whose sides, however, were formed by inaccessible
precipices. Got all my bearings correctly to-day. the atmosphere
bemmg clear and every object distinctly perceived. The river flows
at first in a northerly direction from the mountain. The snow
on the summit of the mountain adjoining Rainier on western
side of Poyallipa is continuous with that of latter, and thus the
S. Western aspect of Rainier seemed the most accessible. By
ascending the first mountain through a gully on its northern side,
von reach the eternal snow of Ramnier, and for a long distance
afterwards the ascent is very gradual, but then it becomes abrupt
in the sugar-loaf form assumed by the mountain. [ts eastern
side 1s steep on its northern aspect. A few small glaciers were
seen on the conical portion: below that the mountain i1s com-
posed of bare rock, apparently voleanic, which about 0 vards
in breadth reaches from the snow to the valley benecath and 1s
bounded on each side by bold bluft crags scantily covered with
stunted pines. Its surface is generally smooth, but here and
there raised into small points or knots, or arrowed with short
and narrow longitudinal lines in which snow lay. From the snow
on western border the Poyvallipa arose, and in its course down
this rock slope was fenced in to the eastward by a regular eleva-
tion of the rock in the form of a wall or dyke, which, at the dis-
tance | viewed it, secemed about four feet high and four hundred
vards in length. Two pyramids of rock arose from the gentle
acclivity at S. W. extremity of mountain, and around ecach the
drifting snow had accumulated in large quantity, forming a basin
apparently of great depth. Here 1 also perceived, peeping from
their snowy covering, two lines of dyke similar to that already
mentioned.

Sept. 4. Am tonight encamped on a small eminence near the
commencement of prairie. Had a tedious walk through the wood
bordering Poyallipa, but accomplished it in much shorter time
than formerly. Evening fine.

Sept. 5. Nusqually. Reached Tekatat camp in the forenoon
and regaled on boiled elk and shallon. Pushed on ahead with
Lachalet and Quilliliaish, and arrived here in the evening, where
all 1s well.

[ .
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