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The Naming of Seward in Alaska,
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It j .. nnt Oftl'll that l"\l1npkh. c1m:\1Il1t.'lltan ('\ IIll'lIce I

"t:nld ... hll\\ing' tllt.' m;tnnt:r and !"l'a 1111 IIf 1I.11l111l~ a cih

th:h ftl on It i", thll\l~ht !a .... t til hl,:rc rn,:ord the kUcr
prdl p .. Tl· ... \1ltillg" III thi'" honor to thc l1lt.'1llIlf) IIf the gn:a t

'l(rl tan of .~lalt....

Thl: folln\\ il1~ kUt.'r was dat('(} at the o£fin' IIf tIll' thief Ln
~ll1l'l'r "f the \la"'ika Central Railw3) Company in ~catllc. June

Prof. Edmond ~. :\ll'anY.
t-ni'·l·r .... ity. \\-a~ll.

Dcar Sir: -
T han:- heen g'i\·in~ ~0111e thought to the CJuestinn of a name

for the town at the ...outhern terminus of the .\lac;ka Central
Railway. Thi" to\\"I1 ",ill be a nice commanding' c;;itc on Resur
fl.'ctinll nay. which na~' is the only open port the year roull(1
on what is known as the South Coast of the main part of .\Iaska,
and i .. about in the middle of "aid South Coast. IJt'ing- bl'tween
Prince \Yilliam Sound and Cook's Inlet,

One of our en~il1eers ha!' sl1!;xested the name" \Imouth,"
Tllcaning mouth of .\laska, \Yhile not satisfied with the name.
T am not myself able to think of a better one. and wish that vou
would make some sng-gestion to me in the matter.

Very truly your:,
C. M. i\NnERSn~,

Chid Engineer.

Tht.' n'ply of "Professor ::'\feany was <latl'(l at the Cni\'ersity

of \\'ac:;hingiol1, Seattle, I July. lC)02. and was as follows:

.Ir, C. I. \ndcrson.

(hid Fnginc.'l'r of \.Iaska Central R), Co.
~(.'attk, 'Yash.

Th.:ar ~ir'
Ymlr fa\nr of 2,1 Tune is at hand,
T thank \OU fllr thl..' npnnrtl1nit\· IIf sn~~l'stinl-! a name for

till southt rTl tt'rminns tlf thl' Ill'\\" railrn:tll. Thl' name 3ho\'l'
all lltlh'rs -llo't appntpriak fllr a promilH:nt cit\ 111 \1:l ...ka 'S

~ \\anI.
The \Ia"ka P"n.:h:l"'l Trt'at\' W;\o" condlltltd JO {arch, I' ;:

ratlfacatiun chnlltrt'fl at \\';1,hin:.:ton .?O TutH', I, ,-; proclaim d
20 InnC'. I~r Tht Ir at\" \'3 il!lItd 11\ \ViIIi'un 1I,,~ \arl f r

tht· ("nilld taft ... nIHI Fdullanl ilt ~tordd (.,r Ru til

'I hi Ill1n h::l (d 1'n1pin' \\3 1ttlt '\lpr ciat<'d. It "a!'t r I

('nile! In J hro r' \\ t'tkh 311.1 I>tllt r .. :\ .. ' \\ H I' l'-Hac!' l •
(tc Practicalh "I lht IH g-otiat Pli \ I I t'ulHlllCll'tl IJ'\ :eYo r I





The Xalllillg oi Sc-u~lrd ill .llaska !iiI

~la 311d ~trail and tlms compil'tc...d thl' disco\'(.'r) of • orth .\11 I
.... )\1tl~ \ll1l'ric:a hCJ..~lT1 by Columhus 250 }l'arS h fnrc, and (.l) of
thl.' final S) lIahlc..' of 4\laska. This is a positive!\' (11 tinct and
...triking- and ...alil! nalll\." and :--ounds cxactlv like ~it hel ngcd to
\la ...k3-a ... it e1m:s. 1 ("an't share Prof. ~~lcaI:Y a (r 1 Jr to

nal1ll· ... made llf pil·ce.... It has hcell the hn ing- ta ... k f dll Ie '
cl1graplll:r:-- to ...how how nearly all words wen.' hmlt of plt.:c\: "\lId
ttl ... hll\\" the meaning- of thl' word through the mC:l1Iin ... ,f it
1lll;Cl'~.,

Thl' last Icttl'r of this scnes is a~ follows'

Seattle. \\-ash., lui c, ")02.

~Jr. G. \\'. Dickinson,
General :\lan3g-cr.

Dl'ar :ir: Enclo ed please find correspondence. in relation to
the naming- of Ollr southern terminal. If thought best to acccp
:\lr. \\'ayland'5 suggestion to name the terminal "Yitu~ka:' I
would suggest that the name of the Bay be made ".\Imollth:'
\\~hile not personally yery plea!'antly impressed with the name
"\·ituska" in respect to ~lr, \Yayland's sUg'gcstion. shall u"c
said name unless J receive contrary suggestion from you.

Ver" truly \'ours
. t. 'nI. ANDERSOX,

Chief Engineer.

This letter bears these pencilled letters 1<0. K.-G. \\. D."

Professor :\Teany happened to be a passen~cr un thl' ~l('am~

ship Bertha in July of 1902 and had. as fello\\' passl'nger.... a
part) of el1ginl'l:rS bound for Resurrection Bay for thl' \Iaska
Central Rail\\'ay. From that parly he ohtainc(1 a Cllpy IIf the
abl)\'c corrl'''I>tmdellce. The only missing' item i ... tl1\: order, if
an)- W;1"> g-in:T1, hy which "\~it\lska" was St,'t asidl' ~lJld th.., origi
tlall~ ...uggt,· ... t ..·d name of "Sl'\\-ard" \\ as t.Iccided upon fl)r tiu: CIt)

thu ... fUlIndl'fi in \Ia ... ka in It.J02.
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