BOOK REVIEWS.

The Life of Stephen A. Douglas. By Wm. Gardner. (The
Roxburgh Press, Boston).

Douglas had the misfortune to be on the wrong and™osing
side of the great slavery struggle that culminated in our civil
war. Of the great hero and great antagonist of Douglas—Abra-
ham Lincoln—we have several accounts. It is a regretable
fact that we have been unable, except in very few cases, to tell
the story of our greatest American without at the same time
attempting to belittle his greatest antagonist.

This 1s altogether unnecessary in the case of Lincoln, for Lin-
coln towers above all the men of his time. It is well to remem-
ber, however, that Douglas never met his equal or superior in
the political struggle of his time till he encountered Lincoln. If
then 1t took the greatest American of the century to master the
“Little Giant”, it would seem that Douglas’ life deserves more
than a condemning notice.

Mr. Gardner has added little to our knowledge ot Douglas, per-
haps there is little more to know, but he is deserving of some
credit for collecting this and presenting it in readable form. The
book 1s for popular use as is shown by the total absence of cita-
tions and bibliography. The author takes especial pains to pic-
ture the times in which Douglas lived and acted. “Only sixty
years have passed, but with them has passed away a civilization,
with its modes of thought and sentiment, its ethics and its poli-
tics. The country had but one-fifth of its present population.
A third of our area was still held by Mexico. Wealth was as
vet the poet’s dream or the philosopher’s night-mare. Commerce
was a subordinate factor in our civilization. Agriculture was
the occupation of the people and the source of wealth. Cotton
was king not only in the field of business, but in that of politics.
The world still maintained its attitude of patronizing condes-
scension or haughty contempt towards the dubious experiments of
“broad and rampant democracy.” Dickens had just written his
shallow twaddle about Yankee crudeness and folly. Macaulay
was soont to tell us that our constitution was “all sail and no
anchor.” De Tocqueville had but recently published his appre-
ciative estimate of the New World Civilization. . . . "It was
a time of egotism, bluster and brag in our relation to the foreign
world, and of truckling submission in our home politics to a

dominant power, long since so completely whirled away by the
(b3 )
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storm of revolution, that it 1s hard to realize that half a century
ago the strongest bowed to its will.”  (p. 21).

The fever for new territory, for expansion, and for proclaim-
ing our manifest destiny, took hold of every section except New
England. “It was not a question of ethics or of sober statesman-
ship, but one of practical politics that divided the North and the
South at this period. Each hoped to secure for itself the alli-
ance and svmpathy of the new states thereafter admitted. Each
apphied itself to the task of shaping the territories and mould-
ing the future states to serve its ulterior views.” (p. 31).

But it soon came to be a question of ethics. The moral awak-
ening which was begun and kept going by Garrison and the
abolitionists was beginning to bear fruit. The old school of com-
promisers, Clay, Calhoun and Webster, and their followers, did
not realize it in their time, nor did Douglas who survived them,
realize it in his. All this i1s clearly shown by Mr. Gardner. Each
new acquisition of territory -was viewed as so many possible
slavery or anti-slavery states. l'o keep the balance in the Sen-
ate between the two sections was the all important thing long
after the numerical majority as represented in the House had
decided against further extension of slavery. It is one of the
curious features of the times that a scheme of government which
prevented the numerical majority from controlling the govern-
mental policy should have met with so few attacks. I'ew saw so
clearly as Garrison that it was the system of government that
saved slavery so long, and still fewer had the courage to at-
tack it.

One naturally looks in a biography of Douglas for some clear
insight into his motives for repealing the Missourt Compromise
as applied to Nebraska, but Mr, Gardner throws no new light on
this problem. He seems here to follow Rhodes (Vol. I, Chap.V),
almost hiterally. \What value he places upon Douglas™ reasons
for the repeal as recorded in Cutts, pp. 87-91, (a brief treatise
upon Constitutional and Party questions, and the history of
Political parties, as received orally from the late Stephen A.
Douglas), we cannot kanow. The time 1s gone, 1t seems to us,
when we can simply charge it up to an ambition for the presi-
dency and a desire to please the South. Douglas brought in his
first biil for the organization of Nebraska in 1844 and renewed 1t
every session till the famous Kansas-Nebraska bill was passed.
All during the Oregon agitation he told how Oregon up to 54
40" might be held for the United States by opening this territory
to settlers and allowing others to pass through it and settle
Oregon. As early as 1844 he protested to the Secretary of War
against settling the Indians in that territory. In 1852-3 a body
of emigrants of some 15,000 to 20,000 gathered on the border
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of Missouri and threatened to invade Nebraska in spite of the
law. Their attitude became so threatening that the president
dispatched the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the frontier
to head off the invasion, and ordered the commanding officer at
[L.eavenworth to use the army, if necessary, in resisting them.
If Douglas has stated the facts, and we do not know that they
have been questioned, may he not have been perfectly honest in
trying to have the territory opened by leaving the question of
slaverv to be settled by the people of the territory? Is it not

possible in view of the fact that the people of California settled
it similarly, and so easily?’

The author thinks the administration Democrats “proved a
quite unimportant factor” in the campaign against Lincoln in
1858. Certainly, Douglas did not so regard them, and, if the
National party machine exercised but a fraction of the power
that it wields today, no candidate would consider it unimportant
in a close contest. Mr. Gardner does an excellent piece of work
in the chapter where he traces the deadly effect of Douglas’ an-
swers to Lincoln’s questions in the Lincoln-Douglas debates.
Especially the answers in the Freeport debate. This is an ex-
cellent study in cause and effect. Douglas’ attitude toward
Lincoln at the inauguration, and immediately after the fall of
Sumter, might have been mentioned with good grace. Mr.
Gardner’s estimate of Douglas is worth quoting at some length.

“He was a practical man of action, whose course was generally
guided by the accidental circumstances of the hour, rather than
by fixed principles. His education was defective. He entered
the great arena with little of either mental or moral culture.
Yet, severely as we now judge him, he did not fall below the pre-
vailing standard of political morals. His real sin was that he
did not rise above the ethics of the times; that he remained deaf
as an adder to the voices of the great reformers who sought to
regenerate the age, and who were compelled to grapple with
him in deadly struggle before they-could gain footing on the
stage. _

“The time was out of joint and he felt no vocation to set it
richt. While his ethics has fared hard, his mental gifts have
been over-estimated. The availability of all his resources, his
overwhelming energy and marvelous efficiency among men ol
intellect, gave rise to the impression which still survives that he
was a man of original genius (p.236). * * * Itisnotto be set
down in his list of sins that he failed to bridge over the widening
chasm between the North and South, but it must be charged to
him as a mental defect that he hopelessly failed to comprehend
the significance of the great movements which he SE‘L‘I:H{‘{.I to
lead. That in the keenness of his interests in the evolutions ol
political strategy he failed to discern the symptoms of coming
revolution. When the storm that had been brewing betore his
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cyes for ten years broke upon the country it took him by sur-
prise. The ardor of his temperament, the cagerness of his am-
bition, makes his conduct at times painfully resemble that of a
selfish demagogue. DBut the range of his vision was small. He
crred less from the corruption of the heart than from deficiency
of the mind. DBut what statesman of note during those strange
and portentous vears preceding the war could safely expose
his speech and conduct to the searchlight of criticism? The
wisest walked in darkness and stumbled often. It was not the
fate of Douglas to see the mists amid which he groped, swept
away byv the hurricane of war,” (p. 238).

With the author's final conclusion “young as he was, he had
outlived his historic era, and there 1s a dramatic fhtness in the end-
g of his career at this time,” we cannot agree.

Perhaps Alexander H. Stephens overstates the matter when
he regards the death of Douglas “as one of the greatest calami-
ties, under the dispensation of Providence, which befell the
country in the beginning of these troubles.” (Vol. LI, p. 421),
but we are inclined to believe that had Douglas survived the
war and wielded any large share of his old influence during
the tryving days of Reconstruction, many of the blunders of that
period would have been avoided and the solid South of today
would be less of a dreadful reality.

A somewhat careless use of pronouns and a number of obvi-
ous tvpographical errors mar the book, but taking it all in all
it deserves a wide and careful reading.

EDWARD McMAHON.

McDonald of Oregon. By Eva Emery Dye. (Chicago: A. C.
McClurg & Co. 1906. Pp. 395.)

This 1s the latest story of Oregon’'s famed author. It 1s one
of the best. To the people of the State of Washington and of
the present genceration 1t will unquestionably be the most enter-
taining. It concerns their locality, their home, their country—the
Washington of which we are justly so proud. [t is about their
fathers, their mothers, their friends of the past, and, 1n the cases
of the older surviving pioneers, themselves. [t 1s history, ro-
mance, poetry.

Ranald McDonald, the hero, was one of the old Hudson DBay
men, his father coming before that company, and the son being
born at Fort George, the first settlement on the Pacihc slope
north of Califormia. A very attractive story is weaved about
him, the events being located i “Old Oregon,” on the ocean
and m Japan. These events concern, among others, the Indians
of the hrst half of the Nineteenth Century—Cumcumly, Seattle.
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Kamiakin, the Chinooks, the Cavuses, the Clallams and the
rest. One chapter is devoted to the first war expedition on
Puget Sound, when the Clallams were attacked by the Hudson
Bay men, in 1828, in retaliation for a previous attack by them on
a party of fur traders bound from Fort Langley to Fort Van-
couver. The boy McDonald, on board the historic schooner,
Cadboro, was with the attacking white men, who then taught
the savage and warlike Claliams a lesson they never forgot. Mrs.
Dye’s narrative of this expedition is based upon the journal of
Frank Ermatinger, one of the participants in the expedition,
copy of which has been furnished by her to the Quarterly, and
appears clsewhere in this issue. McDonald bore a charmed life,
passing unscathed through adventures and vicissitudes of start-
ling and wonderful character. Thrillingly interesting is the account
of his going to Japan, his doings there, and, the results. While
much 1s made of McDonald in the book, MclLoughlin, Douglas,
Tolmie, Work, Stevens, Yesler, Dennyv, Mavnard, Shaw, and
hundreds of others of the first men and women of the country
are entrancingly written of. Mrs. Dye always sees to it that
the women in her books are fairly treated, and so in this, Mrs.
Huggins, Mrs. Blaine, Angeline and the others—both Indian and
white—figure prominently, creditably and readably.

It would be pleasant, indeed, to give this book further review
and commendation, but, instead, it will, perhaps, be just as well,
if not better, to give an idea of the manner of work of the tal-
ented author in securing the materials upon which this publica-
tion was based.

Mrs. Dye savs the story of McDonald came to her accidentally
while hunting cut the facts for her “McLoughlin and Old Ore-
gon.”  All the old Hudson Bay men said, “You ought to see
Ranald McDonald. He knows more about McLoughlin than
anvbody.” \When she did find McDonald at old Fort Colville,
and told him she was going to call McLoughlin “The King of
the Columbia,” he jokingly said “\What, madame, call McLough-
lin King of the Columbia! Why, madame, | am the King of
the Columbia,” and when he told his story, including his ad-
venture in Japan, Mrs. Dye realized that here she had matter
for another and greater book than the Mcl.oughlin she then
had in mind, and so carefully refrained from mentioning MeDon-
ald in that work, retaining this new hero for a book by himselt.
Arrangements were in progress for the McDonald story when
MceDonald himself suddenly died, not, however, until he had
directed her to various sources of information on his remark-
able career. Many letters and some manuscripts he had at-
tempted to prepare had been loaned to Malcolm McLeod, of
Ottawa, which he was unable to get back.  After McDonald's
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death Mrs. Dve wrote several times to Mr. Mcl.cod at Ottawa,
but could obtain no response. Ifforts in other directions were
equally unavailing. One day, in great discouragement, Mrs. Dye
was returning from Portland to Oregon City on the trollev when
she took the only vacant seat, at the side of Rev. |. H. B. Dea-
ven, now pastor of the Park Street Baptist Church of Walla
Walla. A shght conversation ensued, in which Mr. Beaven
casually refereed to the climate of Eastern Washington. Full of
her subject Mrs. Dve immediately asked: “Were vou ever at
Fort Colville, and did you know Ranald McDonald?" “I knew
him well,” was the reply. “I visited the old man in his last years,
and he told me he had a manuscript stolen by some one in
Canada, some account of his travels and doings in Japan.” “The
very manuscript | am in search of!” exclaimed Mrs. Dve, more
determined than ever to continue her quest,

About this time Mrs. Dye succeeded in interesting the private
secretary of the Premier of British Columbia, Mr. R. E. Gosnell,
later and better known as the editor of the Victoria Colonist.
“I am going to Ottawa on official business,” said Mr. Gosnell,
“and I will look the matter up.” In a few days Mr. Gosnell tele-
graphed that Malcolm MclLeod was dead, and the unsettled state
of his affairs had caused the delay, as his papers were in the
hands of litigants. Again he wired: “I have the manuscript.
Will bring it to Victoria.” Scarcely had Mr. Gosnell reached
Victoria before Mrs. Dye was ready for her journey, but while
drawing on her gloves to start, came the word: "As Parhiament
1s in session, | shall not have time to attend to the McDonald
matter now.” Mrs. Dye, however, went, and from Secattle sent
word, “I shall not interfere with your Parliament; all I want i1s
the manuscript.” Although surprised at her appearance in Vic-
toria, Mr. Gosnell received the American author very courte-
ously, permitting her to examine McDonald's Japanese papers
in a vacant wing of the Parliament building now rapidly filling
up with arriving legislators of Dritish Columbia. As Mr. Gos-
nell was unwilling to give up the papers, and feeling, too, that
in a wayv they belonged to Victoria, Mrs. Dye resolved to take
notes of what she could, but a few- hours examination revealed
that notes would be of no avail in such a mass of umportant and
valuable matter. It happened that two public stenographers
were stationed in different rooms of the wing, and to them Mrs.
Dye apohed for aid in intervals when provincial statesmen were
not dictating private letters or public papers. The girls became
greatly interested, came early, and kept their typewriters click-
mmg until the janitors shut the doors at night, until one day the
whole Parliament burst in with the sergeant-at-arms swinging
his baton, “Clear out! Clear out! Parliament has gone into
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committee of the whole,” at the same time rushing the typewrit-
ers out of the room. The frightened women gathered up the
precious sheets and fled precipitately, flushed with anxiety and
excitement over the scattered pieces. Hurriedly all was ar-
ranged, the girls offering to finish the last paragraph, which they
were now rapidly approaching. “No,” said Mrs. Dve, “I have
enough, 1 have the story,” and, payving them, she {lei)artt:(l with
her treasure for Seattle and Oregon City. Finding many breaks
and discrepancies, Mrs. Dve later obtained a loan of the numer-
ous letters she had been unable to copy, and filled out many
details of McDonald’s experiences in Japan.

Another long search was made in Washington by Senator
Charles W. Fulton, to obtain the government depositions made
by McDonald when he was rescued by an American war vessel.
These had been published in a Senate document that stirred Com-
modore Perry to the Japan expedition in 1852, but no spare
copies could be found in the public archives. By good luck,
however, Senator Fulton found a yellowed, old, weather-beaten
copy 1 a second hand book store in Washington, for which he
paid two dollars and a half, a little bunch of mildewed leaves
that any casual observer might have considered waste paper.

Still a third search ensued for an old volume, “The Voyage
of the Morrison,” that Judge Wickersham, of Alaska, said he
had once seen, giving an account of the Japanese castaways so
often mentioned in Mcl.oughlin and other Hudson Bay docu-
ments.  An examination of libraries of the United States at
last revealed an antiquated copy in the Boston Public Library.
This was drawn out for Mrs. Dye by the late Dr. Judson Smith,
Secretary of the American Board of TForeign Missions, who
forwarded it to his old-time pupil at Oregon City. The precious
hook was received, read and returned to its place in the Boston
[Librarv in exactly fourteen days—the two weeks allowed for
the ordinary use of a library book—a remarkable feat when the
distance and difficulties of the journey are considered. The
wildest dream of the pioneers never pictured Pacihc Coast read-
ers drawing books from the Boston Public Library, and re-
turning them with the ease and promptness of dwellers in the
vicinity of the Hub.

Hawanan, Canadian and American newspapers of a half cen-
tury ago, revealed additional contemporary accounts of the
McDonald affair that seems then to have created protound
sensation,

Mrs. Dye has received many fine letters concerming her latest
publication, of which the following, from Dr. Wilham Elliot
Griffis, author of “The Mikado's Empire,” 1s a sample :
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“Congratulations on your bhook ‘McDonald of Oregon,” which
I have begun to read, and which will probably spoil another
mght for me. | am glad that vou can shout Eureka! while 1T
am still i the tub. I'or vears | have been tryving to ferret out
Ranald McDonald’s whereabouts and personality, or footprints
on the sands of time, but all imquiries and postage stamps, and
machine made and autograph letters were alike in vain. But
[ am glad that vou have found out the person and the facts, and
added some prismatics of fancy to make a winsome “Tale of
Two Shores.” [ am hoping some day to write more fully the
story of the January and February of [apan’s present June, and
show some of the secrets of the outflowering of a nation. [ am
glad vou have fulfilled my prophesy, that the story of McDon-
ald would one day be fully written, and wish vou all success.”

These notes will give the reader-an idea of how this latest
Pacific Coast book came to be written, of the troubles of the
enthusiastic and industrious author in getting together her ma-
terials and information, and of the value of the work to us all
on this Pacific Coast. In connection with her historical and
literary labors Mrs. Dye has, during the past few vears, got
together thousands of letters, pamphlets, reports, manuscripts.
documents, etc., with which she has richly endowed the Oregon
Historical Society; securing which, cost her much trouble and
much money, and the value of which 1s very great.

THOMAS W. PROSCH.

The Electoral System of the United States. [y . Hampden
Dougherty. (New York: Putnam’s Sons.)

This 1s the most elaborate history of the clectoral count so
far published, and traces in a very satisfactory manner the strug-
ogles over the electoral count from 178 to the passage of the
Act of 1887. This history of the count is followed by a chapter
on the Appomtments of Electors, another on the amendments
offered relative to the elective system, and hnally a suggested
remedy by the author.

After one has read this carefully written work through he
cannot help being struck by what seems to be an utter incapacity
of Congress to deal with a question that has not been made a
vital 1ssue between political parties. That the subject of the
clectoral count has been of vital importance we all know and
that it may again become such the author clearly shows, and yet
almost every attempt at sccuring a remedy has been a ques-
tionable makeshift.  T'he reason why the framers of the consti-
tution did not provide for some adequate means of counting
disputed returns, is of course known to all.  Under the system
laid down by them it was hard to see how disputed returns could
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arise.  Yet an the infancy of our government we radically
changed, m practice, the methods of selecting a president and
this new wine in old bottles has made us no end of trouble. “The
country has twice been brought to the brink of revolution” be-
cause the constitution which simply says, “the votes shall then
be counted™ has not told us who shall count them, or even what
a vote legally 1s.

The ordinary layman, unversed in the metaphysics of consti-
tutional law would simply say the constitution has not provided
for this emergency. Not so a constitutional lawyer, for he must
deduce a constitutional theory to decide the question. And so
m every emergency we have had equally great lawyers arguing
that the president of the Senate should count, that both houses
of Congress should count, that neither has the right. More
than that they have not been able to decide with any degree of
unanimity what the word count means. Does it simply mean
add up? If so, what shall we add in case of disputed returns?
and 1f we must determine which votes to exclude what shall
be our criterion and who shall exercise the function?

Jut the worst 1s yet to come, after we have “counted” we have
not been able to tell who did the counting.

Speaking of the election of 1800, the late Alex. Johnson said
“the president of the Senate passed the certificates to the tellers
of the two Houses, who “counted” them in the proper meaning
of the word. The certificates of election which were made out
by order of Congress from 1797 until 1821, all contained the dis-
tinct athrmation that the president of the Senate did, . . . .
open all the certificates and count all the votes of the electors.”
(p. 59). In harmony with Prof. Johnson’s views, we find those
of Pinckney in 1800, and of John Randolph in 182r1.

MceKnight, in his work on the Electoral Count, states the oppo-
site view as to who did the counting. He holds that the two
Houses did the counting in every election from 1793 on, and
Congress seems to have taken this view of the matter as 1s shown
by the concurrent orders and standing joint rules through which
they carried out the process.

In the case of Missouri’s vote in 1821 Congress could not even
decide whether or not Missouri was a state or a territory and
dhid not so far as that count was concerned.

“When the e¢lectoral count was made in 18060 the scenes of
tumult and disorder eclipsed even the violent occurrences of
1857. A stormy debate followed in the House, lasting three days
after the count was completed,” and the acrimonious discussion
“exhibited the same discordant views that had appeared 1 every
preceding debate in Congress.”

In the case of Horace Greeley, who died after the general clec-
tion and before the electoral votes were counted we hnd Congress-
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man Hoar objecting that Greeley was dead, “and was not a person
within the meaning of the Constitution.” The House supported
this view, while the Senate decided in substance that he was a
“person within the meaning of the Constitution.”

The vote of Arkansas having been questioned, we find the
dignified Senate going through this farce, as described by Sen-
ator Sherman :

“Each senator went up to the desk and examined the paper,

and without having time to look at the law, without having even
time to send to the library to see what the constitution of Arkan-

sas required, we fell into the error of supposing a fact which did
not exist. That the State of Arkansas had a seal, and therefore
we rejected the vote of that state because of the want of a state
seal to the certificate.” (p.88.)

Coming down to the electoral commission act of 1877, Mr.
Dougherty briefly sums up the net gain resulting from all this
discussion as follows. ‘““T'he outcome of practically one hundred
years of discussion of a brief clause of the constitution was
a law confessedly temporaryv in its operation, in which the doubts
of a century are crystalized into statutory form.” (p. 133).

The author’s discussion of this disputed case 1s luminous, and
we are prepared to expect that the learned judges on that com-
mission would, like the learned lawyers of Congress fail to
throw any light on the question. The commission left all the
open questions exactly as they had been but they did decide to
count the votes without going behind the returns, as the phrase
goes, and that decistion was by a strictly party vote—eight to
seven.

Ten years later we have passed the act of 1837, which comes
in for severe criticism at the author’s hands. In the first place it
lengthens the time between the general election and the meeting
of the Electoral College, thus “giving opportunity for all sorts
of political intrigues and tempts us into the very dangers against
which the inventors of the electoral system aimed to protect us”
Moreover, it is a clear usurpation by Congress. Where does
Congress get the power to say as it does (section 2), that if a
state .does not settle 1ts contest over electors at least six days
before the day set for the electoral count, its vote shall not be
counted? Furthermore, such settlement must be made by a
law passed before such a contest arises. Not a single state has
so far provided such a law. In case a dispute arises 1n a given
state what more natural than for that state to then provide a
law, and, will a vote under such circumstances be thrown out?

Another possible difficulty deserves pointing out. Supposc
Jas. (G. Blaine had been elected in 1892 (as he might very well
have been, had he been willing to run), as his death occurred on
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January 27, 1893, who would have been the constitutional suc-
cessor of President Harrison? The whole subject is worthy of
careful study and may be fraught with serious consequences.

In regard to the author's remedy, it scems sufficient to say that
it is to be brought about by a constitutional amendment, which
seems to us a theoretical possibility but a practical impossibility,
unless it can be made an issue between parties, which seems
rather doubtful.

Mr. Dougherty is deserving of much credit for his masterly
study and no student of history or politics can afford to neg-

lect a careful reading of it.
EDWARD McMAHON.

The Flora of the State of Washington. Dy Charles V. Piper.
(Washington, D. C.; Smithsonian Institute. 1906. Pp. 637.)

While a flora of the state is not primarily historical in its
nature, the appearance of this excellent work marks an epoch in
the botany of the state and thus in the history of the state as
well. Moreover, the author is one of the sons of Washington
and the product of Washington’s institutions, and history is
measured by men and not by time.

In the preparation of this work Professor Piper has spent
vears visiting herbaria to examine specimens, hunting up old
records to locate early collections, traveling back and forth
through the state, visiting every mountain and valley, every nook
and cranny. A state so diverse in its climatology needs careful
study for a complete flora, and the book shows that this has been
oiven.

P'rofessor Piper is better fitted to write such a book than any
other man. He was raised among Washington plants, and has
been mterested in them from his youth. He has lived in western
Washington, getting his college traiming in the University of
Washington, and among our trees and shrubs, collecting con-
stantly far and wide, e has spent yvears in eastern Washington,
in the state college as professor of biology, thus becoming fa-
miliar at first hand with the flora of the castern section of the
state. He then went into the department of agriculture, at Wash-
ington, D). C., thus getting near the great collections of the
Smithsonian Institution at \Washington, with the Gray Herb-
arinm at Harvard, and with the DBritton collection, at the New
York Botanical Garden. His work in the department of agri-
culture also required travel, thus giving him opportunity of meet-
ing noted local collectors and examining their collections. In
every way the man has been prepared for the work, and the
work shows it.
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The book considers the ferns and Howering plants only. The
context may be considered under two heads, namely, the ecology
of the state, and a catalogue of the plants n 1t.

The ecological portion opens with a short account of the plant
collectors of the state, many of whom are well known as histori-
cal characters. Mention may be made of Menzies, Lewis, Doug-
las, Scouler, Tolmie, Gairdner, Wveth, Nuttall, Pickering, Brack-
enridge, Geyer, Spalding, Lyall,, Jeffrey and others: and what
an array of names we get from them! “There are the genera
Douglasia, Menziesia, Scouleria, Piperia, Wyethia: and there
are species after species of nuttallii, tolmiei, piperi, menziesii,
douglasii, gairdneri, jeffreyi, cusickii, geveri, suksdorfii, lyallu,
scouleri, hendersoni, howellii, brandegi, flettii, watsoni, liebergn,
cottoni.

On account of its varving ecological conditions the State 1s
considered divided into six general zones or areas according
to altitude, rainfall, and cold. These six zones are the Upper
Sonoran, Humid Transitional, Canacdian, Hudsonian, Arctic, and
Arid Transitional. These zones arc taken up in order, their
boundaries somewhat defined, and the characteristic plants for
each listed.

The Upper Sonoran area is the sagebrush area, now becom-
ing the area of tomatoes, peaches and watermelons. This com-
prises chiefly the great basin of the Columbia, and extends south-
ward. The plants of this region Professor Piper traces largely
from the great basin region of Nevada and southeastern Oregon,
and from California. A list of Califormia plants found 1n the
Upper Sonoran area is given, as is a list of the Great basin
plants. He points out that plants would travel fastest in the
direction of the prevailing winds. These are from the south, and
often quite strong. The California plants seem to have come
by way of Klamath gap, the Siskiyou mountains blocking the
way northward along the Willamette valley. The passage of
Willamette valley plants up the Columbia does not seem to have
taken place, for which he accounts by the fact that these moist-
region plants are illy adapted to the dry climate of the Upper
Sonoran area.

The Humid Transitional area is the lower wet regions west
of the Cascade range. It extends from southern Oregon north-
wards, and may be recognized in a general way as the region
of the red fir, brake, salal, Oregon grape, huckleberry and dog-
wood. This he again divides into uplands, bottom lands, and
gravelly prairies. The uplands are covered with firs and such
other plants as one finds on the hills about Seattle. The bottom
lands correspond in flora to our lake borders and deep-shaded
oullies, where we find the ash, maple and devil’'s club. The
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gravelly prairies are such regions as those about Olympia, where
arc found scattered oaks and pines. A list of Humid-Transi-
tional arca plants, found only west of the Cascade-Sierra Ne-
vada range, 1s given, and another common to eastern Washing-
ton. He behieves the latter reached here by way of Klamath gap.
Along the coast the Sitka spruce replaces the fir., There also one
finds other plants on account of the sandy soil and proximity of
salt water. Throughout the whole area one finds peat bogs,
which have a flora characteristic of such bogs elsewhere.

The Arid Transitional area, limited to eastern Washington,
is that region between the Humid and the Sonoran, or very dry,
region. Lhis he considers made up of two tairly distinct strips,
the lower or drier of which is characterized by the bunch grass
and June grass flora, a treeless region just above the Sonoran
sagebrush region. This includes the Walla Walla, Palouse and
Big Bend regions. The higher and damper he calls the yellow
pine belt. This 1s between 1,8c0 and 3,300 feet in altitude. The
fir often accompanies the pine. Lists of plants of the Arid
Transitional area are given, showing that many of them are com-
mon to California, to the Columbia basin or to the Rocky moun-
tains. A comparison of the Humid Transitional with the Arid
Transitional plants points toward the interesting hypothesis that
many Arid Transitional plants have persisted from a former
glacial period, and are now on the verge of extinction on ac-
count of changed conditions.

The Canadian zone is an illy defined one¢ above the Humid
Transitional. The characteristic trees are the white pine, lodge-
pole pine, hemlock, noble fir, amabilis fir, white fir, Engelmann's
spruce and larch. Among these also grow red firs. Among its
characteristic shrubs are the dwarf cornel and trailing mountain
black berry. This zone is in scattered localities, and its limits are
not well defined.

The Hudsonian zone is just below the Arctic, and is the high-
est of the timbered zones. It may be known by its character-
istic plants, of which the following are noteworthy: Subalpine
fir, black hemlock, Alaska cedar, white-bark pine, azalia, moun-
tain ash, bear grass. A\ table of the plants of the Hudsonian
zone, showing practically the same plants in this zone on the
various mountains of this state, as well as those of Oregon and
California, is interesting from the standpoint of geology. How
did they get there? |

The Arctic zone is that above the timber hne, and thus con-
sists of strips and patches on the high ridges and peaks. Here
are abundant wild tflowers, sedges and the heathers. A long hst
of characteristic plants is given, comparing their occurrence in
this zone, on various peaks of this state, or Oregon, and mn the
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Arctic regions of the North. Such tables are extremely interest-
ng.

How can we account for the same plants on top of Mount
Shasta, Mount Hood, Mount Rainier, Mount Baker, Blie moun-
tains, and the level Arctic regions of Alaska? Can seed blow
from one cold peak to another? The general conclusion is that
they wandered southward during a geological ice period, and
when the climate changed to a warmer ‘one the plants either re-
ceded to the north or up the mountains before the warmer clim-
ate. Those which went up instead of north were cut off, like
detachments of a retreating army ; some were overtaken on low
peaks and overwhelmed ; others more fortunate in scaling higher
peaks are still inding favorable conditions. Long isolation, how-
ever, 1s apt to cause changes in the plants, thus resulting in new
species. So such areas become interesting from the standpoint
of evolution.

Professor Piper points out as of special botanic interest the
Olympic mountains, the Columbia gorge, Klickitat county;
Mount Stuart and the Wenatchee mountains, and the Blue moun-
tains; the Oympics and Blue mountains on account of their islo-
lation ; Mount Stuart and the Wenatchee mountains on account
of granitic character, dry situation and 1solation ; Klickitat county
on account of its mixture of humid transitional and arid transi-
tional climate and warm southern slope; the Columbia gorge
on account of its varied conditions of moisture and soil.

An interesting page is a list of 188 plants known to occur only
in the state of Washington. Two of these are the only repre-
sentatives of their genera. So long a list spells unmistakably
diversity of conditions, together with 1solation.

The catalogue of the ferns and flowering plants of the state
comprises most of the book. There is no key to the families.
This is unfortunate, since the book would be of much greater
use to those who are not primarily botanists, if such a key were
ogiven. From the family, however, keys are given to genera and
species. The fact that it has these keys alone makes it a book
that should be in every high school in the State. The book
is not a manual, like Gray’s or Coulter’s, but a catalogue. '|Lhere
is not given, therefore, a description of the various plants. [t 1s
cvidently not intended primarily as a book for amateurs, but a
work upon which future works adapted to beginners may be
based. What is given of each plant, so far as possible, 1s (a)
the scientific name; (b) the common name; (c¢) the synonyms
of the scientific names, and citations to literature, the latter
being extremely valuable to investigators; (d) the type locality,
that is, the place where the plant was first found; (¢) the range,
or general distribution of the plant, and throughout the United
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States 1n particular: (f) the zonal distribution, it being well
known that plants are not found everywhere over their range
but are hmited to certain localities by the soil, cold, or rainfall;
(g) a hist of the specimens examined by Prof. Piper as a basis
for his conclusions.

The book includes many new species which seem to be founded
on good distinctions. The fact that there are not more of them
reflects great credit upon Professor Piper. It is often a tempta-
tion to taxonomists to divide old species into several or many
new ones upon insignificant or poorly marked characters. Many
men would have given us a doubtiul list of new species as big
as the work could stand without becoming ridiculous.

This work 1s one many of us have long expected, knowing
that Professor Piper was at work upon it, and is a decided
contribution to botanical literature. The only books of the kind
for our territory are quite unsatisfactory, and no good book
upon the classification of ferns and flowering plants of Washing-
ton can hereafter be written without acknowledging the debt

we owe to Professor Piper.
THEODORE C. FRYE.

“The True History of The Civil War.” Dy Guy Carlton Lee,
of Johns Hopkins University. (J. B. Lippincott Company. 1903.

$2.)

This is the last published volume in the “True” series of biog-
raphies and histories. and the reviewer is puzzled to know what
has led a responsible house to publish the work.

The first half of the book is taken up with the causes lead-
ing up to the war, and in this part we get some curious informa-
tion. The opening sentence informs us that “the seeds of dis-
sension between the North and the South were carried to Vir-
ginia in the ships commanded by Newport, and to Massachu-
setts in the ‘Mayflower.”” “As two distinct classes of English
society settled America, so did two distinct principles actuate
and control the settlement itself—material interests, as sought
by the individual adventurer as well as by the whole colony
ideas. sceking a refuge in the wilderness from cramping intol-
erence at home.” (13). “We have, then, two peoples who,
though geographically undivided, inevitably drew apart from
cach other because the dominant strain in each originally sprang
from different classes of society and because of the results of
dissimilar environment.” (14).

“Men who have been persecuted cultivate intolerance when
they come into power: Consequently, the laissez faire princi-
ple was an impossibility in New England.” (16). Now notice
what we are coming to. “The immoderation of the abolition-
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ist descended to New Englanders by direct inheritance from the
narrowness of the Puritan,” and here we have the author’s
dominant thought, the abolitionists were the North. Time and
again he says this 1s not true. Then he proceeds with his argu-
ment based on the belief that it 1s true.

“Public opmion 1n the North, however, where domestic servi-
tude was not profitable, grew more and more opposed to the
institution, especially after the discovery that slavery and the
tarift were irreconcilable, until at last the institution was then
stigmatized as the ‘sum of all villianies.”” The “latent antagon-
1Ism of social organization” was stirred by the abolitionists until
it “warped and distorted the view which the people of each
took of the aims of the other™ (19), until ultimate conflict be-
came inevitable.

In the second chapter on “the slavery problem,” we find that
“though actually prohibited, slavery in strict legality was not
formally abolished in Massachusetts until 1866, when it was
ended throughout the United States by the XIIIth amendment.
It 1s a curious fact that the legal termination of slavery in Massa-
chusetts was accomplished by the votes of Georgia and South
Carolina. Those states towards which the abolitionists had been
most bitter.” (37). Thus it 1s seen that these southern states
heaped coals of fire on the Massachusetts head by returning
good for evil.

The South could not perform the same Christian act towards
New Hampshire because “Slavery in New Hampshire died a
natural death, all negroes born after the constitution of 1776
was adopted, being considered free.” (37).

“Vermont, by her constitution of 1793, prohibited the institu-
tion. In like manner, 1t soon disappeared from New Jersev and

Pennsylvania. . . .” (38).

Jefferson’s ordinance of 1784, was lost by one vote, and “it
seems wonderful that an all-wise Providence, that is supposed
to watch the destinies of nations, did not intervene to ward off
such a cataclysm as resulted.” (41).

The vast majority of the Northern people were sincere in
their declaration that it was not their mtention to nterfere
with the “peculiar institution” where it existed. “DBut such
an ideal state of things was impossible. The day of compromise
was a thing of the past.” (47). “The time of judgment had
passed: The passions of North and South were aroused. "The
abolitionist movement found its opportunity. The frothing of fan-
atics stirred both sections to a frenzy with which astute politi-
cians played. It gave the leaders the shibboleth by which they
led the United States into the turmaonl of secession and the hor-
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rors of that war that forced the renewal of the partnership the
South sought to dissolve.” (53).

“The South fought because it would brook no interference by
the federal government in state prerogative, particularly as con-
cerned with slavery, below Mason and Dixon’s line. The North
fought for its idea of the Union. . . . When, in 1836, the
new Republican party succeeded the Whig, slavery became the
vital 1ssue.” (54). "P’revious to that time it had been mainly
a question as to which organization should hold the balance
of power, the South being specially desirous of protecting the
institution.” Hence it follows that the war was “in point of
fact, a war of politicians.”

Chapter 1V. The nationalization of slavery, opens with Sew-
ard's statement that there 1s a higher law than the constitution,
and then the author affirms, “the ‘higher law’ meant one thing
when applied to slavery, and it meant quite another when con-
sidered 1n connection with the tariff,” and finally, “that the
national policy was shaped upon personalities, and that the sel-
fish interests of ambitions politicians determined the course of
national as well as of local affairs, are undemiable truths.” (&8).
“The fugitive slave law caused more pitiful shifting and skulk-
ing to avoid responsibility than any previous piece of national
legislation.” (89). '

The peace following the compromise of 1830, was rudely
1attered by Douglas, “to further his ambitious schemes” and
1¢c understanding was, “that Kansas should be an acquisition to
1e slave-holding states.” The Kansas-Nebraska act “was signed
by the President amidst the firing of cannon and the shouting
of its friends.” (99). *““There was no possibility of slavery tak-
ing root in the newly opened country ; climate, soil and the very
configuration of the land itself entirely unfitted it for anything
but the energetic resources of free labor. It was useless, as
Webster had said, to ‘reaffism an ordinance of nature, or to re-
enact the will of God.”” (100). Adams “was elected by Clay's
casting the tie vote in his favor.” (108). *“The Whig party
went to picces on the rock of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and the
Republican party took its place,” and so on to the end of the
chapter.

In the seventh chapter (170), we read, “on the 9gth of Janu-
ary, 18061, was struck the first blow of the civil war,” but in the
cighth chapter (180), we read, concerning the relicf of Lort
Sumter, “the descent of the fleet was in truth the inauguration
of the war between the sections,” and a little later we are in-
formed that the whole question is enshrouded in doubt.  “With
the fleet in the harbor and Charleston menaced by the guns of
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Sumter, South Carolina could place no confidence in Northern
pledges.”

“The ultimate defeat of the South was a foregone conclusion
from the start.” (210).

The chapters dealing with the actual war are written in the
same slap dash fashion without historical msight or order. Only
the more important battles are touched upon, and the generals
come in for fair treatment on the whole, all except McClellan,
who “did not wish to hght. He was either a coward or disloval.
That he was the former cannot be established.” (296).

To point out all the errors of statement and fact would require
a volume. There 1s in the book much material not usually found
imn a book of its size, but it 1s very poorly handled. The student
of history will read it with mingled feelings of disgust and amuse-
ment. It 1s too full of errors to be of value to the reading
public.

EDWARD McMAHON.

Joutel’'s Journal of La Salle’s Last Voyage. 1684-7. With
historical and biographical introduction, annotafions and index.
By Henry Reed Stiles, A. M., M. D. (Albany, N. Y.: Joseph
McDonough.)

This volume is the third and last of a series on the “Discovery
and Explorations of the Mississippi Valley,” projected by the
late John Gilmary Shea, L., L. D. The first volume issued in
1852, comprised the narratives of Marquette, Allouez, Membre,
Hennepin and Anastase Douay. The second, issued in 1861,
contained those of Cavelier, St. Cosme, Le Seur, Gravier and
Guignas. The present volume is reprinted from the first En-
glish translation of 1714, of the original French edition of 1713.

Rene Robert Cavelier, better known as La Salle, from the
name of the family’s estate, stands “second only to Champlain,
among the heroes of Canadian history.” The first voyage of
[La Salle (1669-1675), on which he started from La Chine with
the Ohio river as his objective point, is partly involved i ob-
scurity, but it 1s believed that he discovered the Ohio river and
also the Illinois river. His second voyage (1678-1679), was
made 1n conjunction with Tantis, La Matte and Hennepin.
After building a fort two leagues above the falls of the Niagara,
another at St. Joseph, on the Miami, and a third at Fort Creve-
coeur, on the Illinois, in the present state of [llinois, the party
descended the Mississippt to its mouth and returned to Canada.

The third voyage made from France was begun from France
in July, 1684, and had for its object the founding of a French and
Indian colony on the Gulf of Mexico, and one in the Mississippi
valley with a view to holding the territory for Prance. lThe
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expedition comprised four vessels and about 280 persons, and it
is of this party that Joutel writes.

Henry Joutel was a native of IFrance, had served seventeen
years i the army, was a practical man of affairs, a confident of
the commander-in-chief, and had general charge of such matters
as the provisioning, sheltering and general care of the partv. His
journal is simply and candidly written and gives the impression
of sense and intelligence. Nowhere can one get a more vivid or
interesting ‘picture than in this journal.

The volume is enriched by notes written originally for a limited
edition by the Caxton Club of Chicago. These notes bv Prof.
Melville B. Anderson have been incorporated with the author's
permission.

A biography of “the discovery of the Mississippi,” by Apple-
ton P. C. Griffin, is an added feature. The book is carefully in-
dexed.

Episodes From “The Winning of the West.” DBy Theodore
Roosevelt. (New York: Putnam’s Sons.)

This lhittle book, evidently designed as a supplementary reader
in history, for school use, is made up of twenty-three short
sketches from President Roosevelt's larger work, “The Winning
of the West.” In it the author’s powers of description are shown
at their best and 1t 1s needless to say the book is interesting. "'he
chapters dealing with the Backwoodsmen: Doone and the Long
Hunters ; Clark’s Conquest of Illinois; King’s Mountain; and St.
Clair’'s Defeat, seem to us, especially well done. In the interest
of historical accuracy, however, it would have been better had
the story of the dance at Kaskaskia not been reprinted.

Some reference should have been made to the chapters of
the larger work from which the extracts are taken, then the
interested reader could readily continue his reading upon the
topics in which he became interested. Some of the illustrations
will no doubt awaken much interest, especially the floating mill
on the Ohio and the emigrant boat.
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