
DANIEL WEBSTER, LORD ASHBURTON AND

OLD OREGON.

(; 'In Illlt aCl\1'-to1l1ed til thinl" of \)ani<:1 \\ .1> ter a..., ,1

diplllllClti 1. hut a perhap tlH greate~t orator thi c<Juntr) ha

r 11"1 dtl~ld: a ;1n emin 'nt la\\) 'I' and til, dd 'nd'f of the

11 and til Cl n .... titutioll: a .... a state man wh{)~' inf1ucnc<: \\a.

rful ill 1- urnpl' a , ,11 a in .\111 rica; and vet a • 'ccretan'. -
in th' l, hilll t oi lIre iclent '1') kr 11<: acquired in part

m I 111 anti::tl r~'n(J\\·n.

"In th t ) ar during-, 'l1ich h' had he n at th' head of the
.1 il h had Ion much. 11is WI rl- a lcled to hi' fame by the

abili hich it . hihit 'd in a n 'W fidel. and ha tood the te:t
f im 11 a )lI.:ril I of diftIculty and c . 'n dancrer, he proycll

h~n inO"ula '1.' • II adapt'd fOf thc c n<1uct of foreign af-
r. ir pa 111 llt hich i 1110 t P culiarly and traditionally
h 111. m nt and t t uf a hig-hly train·d tatesman. It may

1 ir., i 1 that nl In .. "ith the ','C ption of John Quine:
, h f ho \'Il hifrher C]ualitic., r attained great'f

J11 admini ratil n of the .'tate Department than ~ I r.
r di I hill ill .) r. Tyl f· .... cabinet. '- Henry 'abot

111 " •• tat m '11 :L'1"i~' . Y01. 21, p. -5-+·)
till cOllHi -t In th :\Iaillc frontier brought the
lbj lJI in a mannef not tLl he ignored. Popular

a I i~h pit h. In thi .... condition of affairs .\lc."
h ) ha 1 1>' n rai ....ed to the pcerag'c as Lord \ -h-

nt tl) 111 ri -a l) 1 ami .... -i 1n of frien !ship and I eac .
1..1 11 r ('i ld 11 \ lh~tLr in \\a.hingt n in the

lInt in hil h (;r 'n illL: r 'cli\' d Jay in Landt n. \ -hen it
und r t)( tl t11a the \\ould <lis ll"" thl matter ao;;

and! 'a\ ' tlH'rr artie! :.. a fl'cnn!s of ag-rl'~'
ul11pro l1li S Ilf di cnrd."- . tl'\·ll1 .... in Amer.

n ,\IJI. 13. I'p. 349-5°·

That Fish Story.

I'andall lll'"it .

kctltrl'S of Rl\.

( ) I

th· I'la i 11 all d () \l" r the [) i, i d '." In
tun 1r t r ached the public t'ar in t11l

"' (:!on)

ro

'I hi

••

,I un ht !1ot tu lIt' lll'et' ar: tll l" 11 11ll'nlioll that '~l!..,ar." ,)f
(l rt:lln ritl r \. j otlr hi tllr: (1' 'rhaps \\ l' lIu~ht tIl .... ;t.\ IIi nul'

hidl Ilt11tl lt'ad to th helief that ill 1,',j.2 -+3 .Ir. \\ 1.'11-
. 1'" 0 nthe ()r l'gl )n C() It n t r) f() l'
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II, 11. ~pa\llclilJg', an carly mis~IOI1:trl tn ()ngon, and of rather
radical \il.:w~. 1I1 the "Ixli .... :1.1111 \\a~ Jatl r 11 CII hy Ir \\ II
lir.t~. in his history of Oregon, and III J~)5 \\a h raIded hy
~Ir. U. \\ _ . 'ixon 111 his" 3YCU Urc~()n' h()()k (to ay ooth, go
of tllhlT:'- tlh:antimc). \11 of thc:o,;c.: \Hih r falllli to uh t..:.ntl31e
thl'ir ...tallllH:l1b by rdcn:ncc to authorities, out III 1'1).! th '" ry
wa ... (j\l'n "01111.: colnr II" the laH' H~, I Edt 'ho au..!

. Thlrc: "as a tl!".hcry (1'1t,:slIOI1 \\ huh Ir \\ ('h t r had
cop,idlratiol1 at that time In a lettt.:r til h <laugh T.

Paige .\ugust 230. IB..p, he ~a)'· rhl only qu tlOn f rna 
nitndc about \\hich I diet not III nt1atc with Lord \ hh tr t .)

the que lion auout lht.: fisheries. "-{Reply tu B., p. 1')3.)

r thethe \\u'
ton and at 11

\Yitll thl correction that ... Ir l'aH~c \\a

brother-in-law of M If. \\·cbstl'r, r · iclinj::" in Ho

in. 'ahant, Wl.' "ill cxamin' Iht a'l1horil~.

4 '0" \n' know that ~Ir. \\ cb tt.r "a'" an 1I1\t.terate fi ..hc'" 1a•
illcked, he i~ ...aid to han: taug-ht . I r, {JrOHf l k\"l.'land tht" ~ft \ ..

~Iar"hfield he kl.'pt a boatman naml.'d ~clh retl.'r~on. \,hom I r >.
Tichnor Curtis thus describe.. (Liil.' of I), \\'" \'01. 2, p. (-I.. ~

"~dh Pl'1{·r ..un, a naml.' familiar tn all. Jr. \\'ch.. ter·... Irl(·t1 J \\h I

l.'\l.'f \'i .. iu..'d ~!arshfiehJ. wa:-; a dfoll, n:d·iaccd old ...alt. \\11 ''''{ ,.c.
cupation. \\hl'n he was not fi ..hing-ur ...lH>otill~ "ith Ir. \\ L h:r.

wa~ what he called '!obstering-.' Hi .. usual lire ..... "a.... ol t11t111 I
• •

... hirt. which mig-ht once have been red, but which \\ tilt!, \\ ather

and salt water had converted into a namcle'" color, .lIlt! P3.l1t.l

loons that had been patched until their original fahric 3n(1 hue
wcn,' 'luitl' t1ndi~ting-t1ishahlc. Tit.: wa .... a qUick-\\ittcd IUlIl1nrllu",

iL·lIo" ....mart with hi~ tong-m', ... hrl.'wtl :1I1t1 ~ilO" natured lie \ a ...
him '( Oml11oc!ofl' Pl'tcrsoll.'"

. 'ow, in the Ilt·gotiation uf the \ ... hhurtoll trl.'at~ b,>th l ,r I
.\ ...IJ1mrlfHl and ~Ir. \Yc!>st{'r hccam V.,;f\ much l hath 1
ph) .. i("all~ ; their conference... and c. Ch~It1g'c tli nutt: .... mf rmat
and formal. con'n'r} the.: pl' rind from {·;arly \prd Ultt;! th 9th

IIf \tWl1"t, Ik.p, anel \\c all know that lltt 'atil)na~ llplt I ,...
not a PJmilJrta1l1t: I{)calit~ during- thl ...ummef month.. .r
-\ hhuflfHl \\:t ... a man htYllllll hi.. i t\ fifth H.lr 1..·1 a d
hh Ilqft to Ir \\ {,b ... tt:r to\\ard till.: \.'10" of the nc 'Uat
I't ,Ik pltill1ltlg-l)- of thl' t.. 1r\: I1h: twat and hi l halt:'>l d \ n i

UOI1, f11(> tn :at} W~t "i~nt.·d 1111 \ug'u ...t 111h. I'rt Hltllt T\ t''r

ml ·I~t 'las pn l'art:c1 I., I r. \\ \·1I"'1l r un till' loth tt \ ... ot

to till 'cnah: 011 tilt Illh, anti "itt'r _II Cit .... loll \\." C ntirn <I
n till .201h 1)\ tllt'111111 ... tI311\ ... trol11: \lIlt of 31) II' q. 1~1) h th



Hid 1I'" b t r. Lord 1 Izburt 11 lIzl 1

11 g"1 tiator at ne' pr par'd t th i y. 11 qu a i
aln ady r 'ferre I t found in thi amc "Lif of I ani I \ I-
tcr" by urti, \ 1. 2. p. 140, and given in full read a foil w :

"TIe (1 Ir. \ eb ter) left \Va hinQton in the la t \v ek of u-
~..:u .. t to make preparati n to receiv' Lord hburton at Iar h-
field. anel to enj y th r the repo c that h much ne led. Ju
bef re hi departure he wrote to • fL. Paige: 'The only qu ti n
of marrnitucl about which I did not negotiat with L I'd hb lr
t 11 i~ the que tion r p cting the fi herie. That que tion I pro
po~e to take up with jf r. eth Peter on on Tue clay, the 6th f
September n xt, at i~- o'cl ck a. 111. In the mcantim 1 may find
a lci::-.ure hour to drop a line on the ame ubject at • ~ahat~t:"

Hi torian find no record of the fi herie a a ubject of di 
pute with England in 1842, but in 1 52, ten ycar later,. Ir. \ eb
tef, a~ ecretary of tate und I' Pre iclent Fillmor . had corre
~pondence upon that ubject.

Oregon Not In It.

Lord A hburton had come to .\..merican cmpo\\icrcli to agret.
to a ettlement of the .J. orthwe tern a well a the. ~orthea tern
boundary. Jut what hi in truction wer we learn fr m the
"Berlin _ rbitration," pp. 218-19. which wa not printed for the
public eye until 1871-72. 0 earli r bioO"raph I' of ~Ir. \Veb ter
and critic of the treaty were not a well informed about the real
r a on for the omi ion of the regon quc tion from that treat
a. writer ince that publication haye had an opportunity to be.
The in truction admitted of no di retion on the part of Lord
A hburton; they permitted him (1) to offer the line of the Colum
bia Riyer from it mouth to the mouth of the Lewi ,or nake
Riy r. and th nce elu ea t to the ummit of the Rocky. Ioun
tain ; or, failing to ecure that line, 2) to offer the arne line
propo. eel by Great Britain in 1 24 and I 27, namely, the forty
ninth parall I from th Rocky ~lountain to the northea t rn
branch of the olumbia River and down that river to the mouth:
but (3) not to accept. the line of the forty-ninth degr e to the
c a.t. _Ir. \\ b tel' f ar d that any compromi e on the. orth-
v t rn b undary \'T uld ndan r a ttl ment of th then much

11101' imp rtant • T orth a t rn boun lary, and furthermor h
und I' tood and b Ii \' d in the pre\'iou p Ii y of th nit d

tat and tood firm for the f ny-ninth parallel to the at;
and with du r gard t th pI' pri ti of the itu ti n, h an
Lord hhurton d ciucci not to inclucl that .. ubje t in th f rmal
n (y tiatioll at all. The h 1 an Jun 1 th pri r int f\ i nd
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lOll. tn c:ollll11unicatc tltl' dl'~lrl' of (,fl'aL l:ritain to opl'n 1ll'J.:"otlil

til In'" upon the ()rc~(lll qu ... lion (It \\ 111 he noted that Lord
\",hhllrloll \Va __ . till 111 \l11t,'rica I Ir 1'1>. mafic thiS communi·

cati'ln tn \If. \\ chstl'r on _-oH'mbl'r 15th, and 011 the 25th :\If.
"("hstC'f Tt. plil'd that the Prc",ir!cnt already had this under COI1
!'oidcration and that a further reply would be sent to .. Ir. Everett
nt 3n l'aTh daLe.:'. That further frply was made on J. 'o\'cmber
2, tho and 'ag:ain in other Icth'r<; during- the \\:inter of lR42-43·
Thc"c communications wcrc n,.·ally for the purpfJ"c of feeling the
pUbl' oj the English ministry and were informal, not formal djs~

patchl'';'. and they can be read in the publj~hed correspondence of
.Ir. \\"eb...h.'f and need not bl' reproduced here. but they ~how

clearly that there were frequent intcn'iews between :\1r. Everett
and 1.orl1 .\.bcrdeen (and Lorel Ashburton, who had returned tf)
Eng-land in December), and to ~ome extent the "iews of these
<Tcnt)cml'n about Oregon. And the\" reveal the state of mind of" .
::\lr, 'rcbster at that time. which was not of disinterest or oppo-
~ition, but of indeci ion only as to what he could or should do.
and his desire that the Oregon question should not be taken up
by itself. hut that other unsettled questions should be considered
with it, such as na,'igation and commerce and the colonial trade.
His final determination in the matter was that President Tyler
should propo~e another negotiation, to be held in 'Vashington,
for in hi' letter to ~Ir. E"erett on ~[arch 20th, IS-B, (Xat. Edit.,
yol. IK pp. ] 70-71) he says:

"1 ha,-c already slIg'gested to you the preference we feel for
opening' and conductin~ neg"Otiations here, * * of" The Brit
ish exccuth'e is a unity; ours, so iar as treaties are concerned,
comprehends the Senate as well as the President. It would be
ciisastrous to negotiate a treaty which c:hould fail of confirmation:
and. therdore. it would be eminently ad"antageol1s to us to have
point!'. considered and discussed under such circumstanccs as
should cnahle llS to feel our way and ascertain from time to tim~

what could be done and what could not. I ha\'e recommended
to the Pre5;ident already to propose to the Briti h government
to open a neg"Otiation here upon the Oreg-on subject. and the
"ubject of "ome new commercial trcat), or arrangement; and I
inclint." to think that the next opportunity of cOIn-crance may
take to yOU an official or formal offer to that effect. If it i..;
delayed it will only he that we may learn beforehand ,vhat is the
chance of I,ucc(,'ss of the commercial part of the project."

Thi, ",a probably. f r. \Ye!>"er's la,t official aet as to Ore
gon, (or h(' wat; then preparing- to leave the cabinet ami did so
on May 8th following-. Rut on July th President Tyler wa ....



till \\ aiting. f r in a l,tt r n that clat t Ir. \V b t r, h ay:
.'J hay n thing fr 111 l·,n CTlan I whi h giv u the h p that any
thing \Yill b d n 1y that CT vernment on the ubj ct f a m
111 rial treaty. D y u CT t anythin cr n that ubject:"

In Conclusion.

Pre ident Tyler had a plan of hi own known a the tripar
tite plan or arrangement for joining the acqui ition of Oregon
with that of alifornia, but thi will not concern u in thi di
cu ion. _Ir. \ bster gave it some favorable mention in hi'
lett r to ~Ir. Everett on January 29th, I 43, but added: 'The e
are only thought, not y t shaped into opinion." if. John
Quincy .\clam m nti n it in hi diary on larch -5th of th
am y ar, but vid ntly that \Va a circum tanc of th politi al
ituation. . fro Adam was not upon th mo t ordial t rm with

.1r. \V b t r at that tim , but had to b tr at d \ 'ith court y.
Thi may b mor pr p rly enid r d In anoth r di u i 11,

wh n it will b pr p r al 0 to .'am1l1C th privat opinion f

Colonization of Oregon.

It mwt not b overlooked that the policy of the ·nit d tate
had been and wa in I 42-43 one of quietly col nizing the regon
c untry, and that ::\1r. vVebster knew of what had been done in
that line by the an Duren administration. In the winter of
I .+2 the cabinet of 1\1r. Tyler (in which Mr. Webster wa THE
po\Yer) elected Dr. Elijah \Vhite, a returned mis ionary from

reo-on, and commi ioned him a Indian agent (the only official
authority they could devi e for him under the treaty of joint oc
cupancy) and in tructed him to get together a many people a
he could and proceed to Oregon overland, and that in per 'uance
of tho e in. truction~ Dr. "\Yhite cleliyered lecture in yariou
place, int rviewed pioneer in::\Ii ouri and el ewhere, and oon
had a company of about 120 men who tarted from Independ
ence, ::\Ii ouri, in 1\lay and made a ucces ful journey acro the
mountain." ( chafer Hist. of Pac. ~ T. \V., p. 176.) And in the
winter of 1843 1\1 r. J.::\1. hively, one of the organizer of the
laro-e emigration of that year, and afterward a ettler upon the
ite of the pre ent City of Astoria, vi ited \Vashington from St.

Loui and asked the cabinet for a military e cort for that emigra
tion. He did not secure the escort, but his request probably re

ultecl in the Fremont expedition of that year. (Letter of 1\1r.
. at page 351 of ReI. of H. B. Co. to Occupation of Oregon.)

hburloJl all i ld r gOIl 21.-Da1liel 1r b. t r Lord
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IT \\lh ... tlr a .. tIl till Tt.');lli\l· \\orth of tht· ()n'~IHI country. <l:t

... hO\\l1 In h1 II 111..r ... ;\11()IH1hlic ...lln:c!W.... I hat (illininn ,\" 110

<l 11l~h Ol1l. hm it did 11111 inlhlt:nct.' hi"" politiral J1lfIg-l1lt:nt liT hiS

Iltll"laJ art .

1111... di ...cll ...... lon ~1H1\11d indicah: to \10;, that Hille s \vc con idcr
Ir. \\ t.:h'h:r a ... actuall.\ mcnclaclllu"" ( ...nll1dhin~ quile forelg'l
) hi .. characte.:r) \\lO callIll'lt charg-t' him \\ith e\en ha\'ing hao 111

mind till. hartt:ril1~ ntT fiT giving' up ur \ I,:r) much if al1~ of that
pout of tht: (In ~nl1 CIlUl1tT:' I~ il1g'" north and wc ... t or the ( olum
bia Ti\ cr, alltl "'Ollih of tht.' fony-ninth c1('~ree of latitude, \\hich
\\1I111tl lIlchulc a \ cry \'aluahh.' part of the prt.· ... \·l1t State of \\ a ... h
i1l!.~toll. It ha ... long' hl,'l.,'l1 ...cttlcd in hi~t()rv that after the "ear

• • •

II'-Il, (,rt.:at Britain I1l'\Tr ..;criou ... ly c1ail1ll'rl titll' tll al1ythin~ ...·)uth

and l..'a"'l of the Columbia Riycr.
C. T. JOR. ·SO...
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