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Honoring the Memory of William Clark.

Because a numoer of historic spots have been marked in
Washington during the last few yvears by the placing of bronze
tablets and stone pillars, and also because of our love of the
history of William Clark, the people of the Pacific Northwest
will be glad to preserve in this permanent form a record of recent
honors paid to his memory. The centennial anmversary of the
return of the Lewis and Clark expedition to St. Louis (September
22, 1906,) was chosen as the occasion for unveiling a bronze
tablet, placed on a building occupying the site of the old home
in St. Louis where Governor Clark lived his last vears and where
he died. The tablet was the gift of the National Bank of Com-
merce. It was designed and erected under the direction of the
Civic League of St. Louis and the Missouri Historical Society,
which organizations also had charge of the ceremonies.

The act of unveiling was done by Miss Marie Christy Church,
great-great-granddaughter of General Clark. '

In the evening Henry T. Kent, President of the Civic League,
presided. The presentation speech was made by J. C. Van Blar-
com, President of the National Bank of Commerce, and the
speech of acceptance was made by Judge Walter B. Douglas,
on behalf of the Missouri Historical Society.

The orator of the day was Reuben Gold Thwaites, LI, D,
of the Wisconsin State Historical Society, editor of the best edi-
tion of the Lewis and Clark journals. His subject was “William
Clark : Soldier, Explorer, Statesman.” This address was publish-
ed in the Missouri Historical Society Collections, volume I,
number 7, but notwithstanding that fact it is reproduced in this
Quarterly for the benefit of Northwestern readers who might
find the Missouri publication difficult or impossible of access.

Seward, Empire-Builder and Seer.

Under this title there appeared in Putnam’s Monthly for June

a beautifully illustrated article by Charles M. Harvey, of the

St. Louis Globe-Democrat. The timeliness of the article is seen

when it is recalled that in the same month of June occurs the

fortieth anniversary of the ratification of the Alaska Purchase

Treaty. Besides giving an appreciative sketch of Seward and
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his work, the author refers to the purposes of the Alaska-Yukon
Pacific Exposition and to the plans of the people of Seattle to
honor Seward by the erection of a fine bronze statue to be un-
veiled during the exposition.

The following paragraphs will give an idea of the spirit of
the article:

“*I defy any man on the face of the earth,” exclaimed Wash-
burn of Wisconsin, while the appropriation bill was before the
House in 1867, ‘to produce any evidence that an ounce of gold
has ever been found in Alaska.! In 1906 Alaska furmished us
$22,000,000 of gold, or three times the sum which Seward paid
for the Territory. It will probably give us at least $26,000,000 of
that metal in 1907. Alaska produced more gold in 1906 than any
cther single community in the United States except Colorado,
leaving California far behind ; in 1907 it is likely to lead Colorado.
And nearly all of this is from the placers. Thus far the surface
of the gold-producing area has only been scratched.”

“When on his deathbed, Seward was asked what he believed
tc be the greatest achievement of his public career of forty years,
he answered: ‘“The annexation of Alaska. But,” he added, ‘it
will take the country a generation to find out Alaska’s value.
This, too, was prophetic. It was thirty-four years after Seward’s
death—in 1872—that Congress passed the Alaska Territori:]

Act.”

Jesse Applegate of Oregon.

Oregon pioneers held a reunion at Lafayette, Oregon, and on
June sth the meeting was addressed by Professor Joseph Schafer
of the University of Oregon. The title of the address was “Jesse
Applegate : Pioneer, Statesman and Philosopher.” The address is
reproduced in this issue of the Quarterly.

Professor Smith's New Book.

Raymond V. Phelan, who writes the appreciative review of
Professor J. Allen Smith’s new book on “The Spirit of American
Government,” is an associate Professor of Economics and Sociol-
ogy in Miami University, Oxford, Ohio. It is especially inter-
esting to puhl:ah the views of an educator of the Middle West

on a book produced by an educator of the Pacific Slope or the
Far West,
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