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Parkman made perhaps as careful use of his material, but
his style is not loaded down with the evidences.

Philip’s war does not stir the blood in its narration like other
wars, perhaps, and our authors have added little to the facts in
the telling. The campaigns are ragged and detailed to a degree.
The material in the hands of more skillful writers would make
an interesting story. This one is far from interesting.

Yet the work is not without its value. One feels that a great
amount of time has been spent in collecting the data.

Numerous passages show us the grim God of the Puritan.
We see the curious conceptions of life and duty as they framed
themselves in the Puritan mind, and at times one wonders who
were the real savages—Puritans or Indians.

The policy toward the Indians almost consciously calculated
to drive them to desperation is adequately told. Instead of find-
ing in their inhuman treatment of the Indians the cause of the
uprising, they saw only a permission given by God “to the bar-
barous heathen to rise up against and become a smart rod, a
severe scourge to us,” for such an unpardonable crime, for n-
stance, as was committed by some women “wearing borders of
hair, and cutting, curling and immodest laying out of their hair,
especially among the younger sort.” |

The Indians as “heathenism and blood-thirsty blasphemers
who made war on God's people,” had, of course, no right and
were shown no mercy. |

The whole story is replete with savagery and makes it ex-
iremely hard to justly estimate our Puritan forefathers,
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