
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AMERICANA

The Pacific Northwest Library Association
The Nineteenth Annual Conference of the Pacific North

west Library Association was held at Vancouver, British Co
lumbia, on August 30, 31, and September 1, 1928. A number of
papers and projects were presented in the field of Pacific North
west history and bibliography.

Best Sources on History of the Pacific Northwest
On Friday morning, August 31, under the leadership of

Miss Mirpah G. Blair, of the Oregon State Library, a Round
Table of catalogers and reference librarians was largely given
over to local history. Miss Alma M. Russell, of the Provincial
Library of British Columbia, read a paper entitled: "Best Sources
of Historical Information on the Early History of the Pacific
Northwest: Canadian." This paper gave in addition to the more
usual and better known printed sources an illuminating account
of manuscript logs and journals including recently discovered
sources. Its publication in the Proceedings of the Association
will be awaited with interest.

Miss Ruth Montague, of the Library Association of Portland,
gave a paper on "Best Sources of Historical Information on the
Early History of the Pacific Northwest: American." The treat
ment in this paper was from the point of view of the librarian of
a branch or small library. It was devoted to answering the
question: "What are the best books available for general reading
along the lines of local history and biography?" A mimeographed
list of books mentioned by Miss Montague was distributed at the
Conference by the J. K. Gill Company of Portland.

A Cooperative Name List
At the Round Table above mentioned, Miss Luella C. Larsen

of the University of Washington Library proposed "The Coopera
tive Compilation of a Biographical List of Early Explorers,
Pioneers, and other Builders of the Pacific Northwest." The need
for such a compilation has arisen with catalogers, particularly,
who wish full names and dates of the authors who have resided
in and written about the Pacific Northwest. In a lesser degree
they have wished also, for use in assigning subject headings,
the essential biographical data relating to the "strong men" who
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