
TID THO iP 0 ' JOUR EY I THE PE D
OREILLE COD TRY

Pend Oreille County, the youngest in Washington (set off in
1911 ), perpetuate a peculiar di tinction in nomenclature. The name
i French; Pend d'Oreille until officially abreviated. It originated
when the country, and practically the entire Pacific Northwest, was
an unexplored wilderness and the fur trade just finding its way
across the barrier of the Rocky Mountains. David Thompson, a
field-partner in the North We t Company, after discovering the
source of the Columbia River wrote (in September, 1807) about
the Kootenai Indians "these people hunt in lands adjoining the Ear
P ndant Indians." His repore was written in English but the in­
formation had come to him from trappers and hunters of mixed
or full Iroquois and French blood who had already penetrated the
wat r-shed~ to the southward. These unlettered free-hunters had
observ d some trivial peculiarity of ornament or shape of the ears
of th Indians living near certain rich camas grounds (north of Cal­
i. pell lak ) bordering upon a beautiful river which flowed from a
larg-e la]- anci called them the Pend d'Oreilles. Thompson later in­
t rpreted their nati\ e name as Kullyspell and so mapped it. Thus
both the Indian and French speech became a part of the earliest
history of Pend Oreille County, and its legal title is, technically
~p aking, a 111 ckname.

The first \\ hite man known to have visited Pend Oreille County
\\ a Da\ id Thomp on, fur trader; a very remarkable man, whose
ar r has all' ady been mentioned in this Quarterly. He it was who

initiat d 0111m rce in the Pacific Northwest, excepting that from
\ "" I' alon) th oa:t. Traveling by way of the Kootenai River,
\\ 1th cl rk I inan ~lcDonald), voyageurs, hunters and servants he
, 1 ri\ d ..' I t mb r l h, 1 09, at Pend Oreille Lake and began build­
in{T a tr, lin< p ·t 'alled Kull.' pell Hou e a fe"v mile southeast of
Hop, 1dah. \ hile thls \ a going on, he made a ten day journey

f 1I r ti n jo 11 th Pend Oreille River. He traveled on horse­
h, kIng tl 11 nh ~. de of the river, where Indian trail usually
J n. H k pt j unlal, \ hich i. now a valuable part of the archives
)f t1 1 r \ in of Ontario, anada. The following entries have

1 n d f r 111 t1 i. j urn 1. A hi compas wa broken at the
rt 1 th t the ur e \ ere e~timated and the di -
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T. C. Elliott

de"r I cr, Id ho.
check cry cIo ely °th the Umted tate Gtological

Hore; ~ 34 1 down the River- The River is here abt 350 to 400 yd
id erv ea - urrent & hoal near the shore & it ides are fine- -'

r d ith Gra & the woods at 3/z PM we aCYain et off soon
after the un appearing I take the Courses to be from where we
tarted abt \V 2 1: 30 \V 1M S 25 W 6 M S 60 W 4 M S 75

1 1: 35 \V 2 :M mid of Co put Up6 at 5* 35' PM having
trotted all along with very little delay Abt 43/z PM our Baggage got
partly wet by the Horse going into the Riv & swimming a few
minutes, which wetted all our dried salmon we dried it in the eve­
ning at night cleared & I observ'd merid altde of Aquilae 100° 26'
Good Killed 1 dwarf Goose & 3 Partridges many swans, Geese,
Duck & Cranes abt the head of the River & all along hereto except
the , wans the River always 350 to 400 yds wide with very easy

urrent the woods of Poplar, Aspin, Cedar, different Firs, & Fir
I lin with a few \Vhite & Red Pines Plane & Alder & a variety of

hrub &c many fine grassy Points & Bays all along the River &
the Grass v ry where quite green, havg spung up since the water
has 100vered. Latde7 48° 9' 4" N 8° 22' 8" Decn.

Sept 29th Friday A cold Night & foggy cloudy morng Killed
2 Du k & boil d the inwards. At 83/z AM set off & finished the
'\ourse of ~esterday then went west 5 IVI N 80 W 2 M to the Falls8

whi h ar in 2 Channels separted by an Isle of Rock in which is
th Portag of abt 20 yds seemingly good & safe fished abt 20' but
got nothing h ld on 70 W 1 M when at 11~ AM I stopped
to ob 1· sun Merid Altde Lt 78° 9' tolerable good tho much By­

loud' refre hed our Horses & took a meal Rain then
n " camped & the Rain oon became tolerable heavy.

ha\ d, ,'r t off m) journal &c &c Ther 64 + Rained all the eve­
nin B auli u 3 ~ 1ergan er Latde 47-51-22 N Decn 2-48-17

pt 30 atllrday A rainy night & cloudy drizzling weather all
t 7 m ~ et off went on down the River keeping mostly in

th d', r}ll h are of fine Red Fir, many Tree abt 3 fms round,
and a han ne a little larger but the common size is about 1 to
- fm~, much gumm_' white Fir, but very few of the real white Fir
II nt' f i Pin 'c but no Cedar or Birch Poplars & Aspins in
II 1 n eY th iver the Ground i very dry & finely hilly but

r.. ' mu h of it Ie' I .. the high Hill seemingly distant, but we
lIt t I1Y di tc on a count of the bad weather. this pre-
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\' nt mt al 0 kilo in th 'our th J timat it at ~ 70 \V 20 1
from \ 1 to n on k p alway on a jog Trot

J la I oa I ha b' n in g ncral g od-a t

wh r th } i r mingly fall into widc mar hy
aw th T nt f a f w Indian \' ,'ent t the

w 0 I I· ir t r fr . hour Ive • bait our lIar e our
Jndian Juid all d t th III • th y ero d him, abt an Hour after
6 n:" \V mil' I y' am to u . th old' t man accordin t
u tom ma I p eh • a I r.. nt of 2 'ak f loot read abt

, ...~~ dri d almon, ith boil d }) 'a 'er meat. I
luche' f Tob t m k . a h man _ In f d . to

th I I man In a tcel • 2 Flint for whi h thcv wer vcr\, thank-
~ ~

ful the) t II m there i )1 nt' f Beaver all a ut them, but the.'
annot \\ ick(?) th m ,'C J t with tick nar ha,in neither
. e n r Chi I amon them th p kane' . another Trib are

ill they a' . cannot d an' thing. I nquir d of th R ad b for
m. th y a; th r i nly an ther . all to a to the olumbia of

'hi h th y drew the hart. thi wa od ne' to m who e. '.
J d to hay heard of abt 10 day' march f Fall - no navi ati n
am ng them a th Lake Indian had informed m but they in 'onn
me the oad ther to i very bad for Hor I r qu te i the loan
of a 'an . n t uid u to, hi h th . r adily c n-ent d 'we
ar to g the. f rr \! pI a Ilea 'cn \'h I h p will pro 'per our
"oyag '. our lIar "ill tay her und r th ar f our Lad '
brad' f r ur R turn,

Defy 1 ,ulldav .\ ni ht )f . mall Rain 'm mm f d. \\'
got r ady 'w nt do ,'n to th wat'r Ed with ur Ba a . the
'an hr u ht \Va. old n arly u. cl . " a k d for an th r,

whi h 'a. I Ilt u , but b for w had gumm 'd' ,it wa A 1
wh 11 ~ t off "ith ( n Indian to Ildu t u in ( . mall < 11 ha 'g

1 £t palt of our Be g ag. \' W nt down th Pi, l' till IP~ .\ 1
wh n \' put a h re t gum llr ano \\ hi h \\ a. , ry I k' (.

ha I ,t much of our thing. thi t k II n adv an H< ur at - ..
J> f again mbark d '\' nt n al \'ay drizzling I < in . t 17~ I 1
it b am h avy 'w \\ r oblig d to put lip th Pi, r hith rt i'
fin urr nt \' r' a y, but a w d. c 'n 1 the \\ idth intra 't I
& th '10 ity au m ot d \' ry 111< ny Fo\\ I but anl10t t a sinlTI ~

hot at th 111.

9 AboUI lw'nly lillie u low ~W(lOlt all tb~ north bank of III raver. lit'r he
"arrow .1 a (no to proc 'cli ill.
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Octr 2nd JIIlonday cloudy Day. At ~ \.r I et off & ran
down a tead am tim a wift urrent till 9 .\1\1. I a k d ur
Guide if w w re near the Fall. but he informe I u h had never
pa d in a anoe W found w had n tim to any reat di ­
tane & theref re b gan ur I turn10 a 'we hall ha' barely time
to get t Ic illivar' Ri er before th ana arri 11 the un

now at time how d it 1£ by whi 11 I ak th b up th
River 15 E M+2.0 f thi. lao t i a) 5 E .... 1 2 I

50 E .0 0 E 1.011 P1I I a . I 111 t f the r ncr lrr nt
oE .0 1 30 E.0 f u th T 2 A I nd 0 f a1111 d

la t night a Elf ,-'E }'4J\I ' ... - E ~ r
v;4 \ .0 1: 0 1 1.0 f '0 n S~ P I
the un et omewhat lear bv whi h I think th v 11
a can be expected in uch 1 udy \\" ath'r. 1, r 111 \ h r
abt thi lamer the a f th :R iy r h low may I
20 \ 8 I to the foot of a Ranc:r f r a 1. hig-h we ely rum y foun-
tain which turn the :\..iv r t th f th m r 1I1ning- a 1 \ ... \

- ince the 26th of ept much n w ha '11 alway 11 h tt r f
the Mountain & Hill en of ill n t aJ \' ' t hicrh ,til
~rountain are literally loaded with n w a. it wa in h I {th f
winter the wood of the Riy r i 111 'lIy P I Fir ' \'·11 \\'0 I, I
inter per ed with Larch & Fir . \\ i h J piar .\ r in n 'ar
the River but no mark of Bar r in 1 1 f am "nirnal what-
ever Killed 3 dwarf ee eaT al u k. th' 'nuw n d u t
render the Country in the winter \ ry I ad f r .\nimal, th'rwi
there is plenty of Provinder.

Oetr 3rd Tuesday rainy night, 1 udy mi ty m rmn but n
Rain tolerable fine weather a\ th un t tim At.5 <\1\1
set off having gummed the anoe 'c fini. h d th fit ni ht
& went S 30 W 0 M ,20 .0 1 7.0A\l\1 th th L n R a h
Co by the sun S 10 3 1 + 1.0 I nd f b \ J un m ri I
altde of Lt 74-400 G but flying 'loud' ' 15 \ \' 1 ~ {-,I t the
Indian Camp at 1 PM \ e had t Deauli u a hor t kill "e
which made us lose much time. \ hen arriv cl \\' found our Lad
had gone off with one of my H r t th :Ire n w d 12 Indian
we were therefore obliged to wait at 4 1 he arri"ed \ kill d
7 Geese & 2 Teals the Indians gav u a good h vr nil ' ome
Salmon which thank Heav n makes u n h rainy night

10 Turned back from near usick, \Vashing-ton.
11 .This mean.s ~e had ~gret'd to me t T,as. Mc.M,illan near Jennings, Montana, at

a ce~tatn date, bnngmg tradtng] goods from l<ort Wilham, Lake 'uperior. He kept the
appomtment almost to the day.

12 No tribe of this name known west of Rocky Mountains.
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Octr 4 H ednesday A night of h '(I y Rain, but v ry fine day
hearing of , me Indian wi, hing to sec m that v;;Quld arrive by
noon, I waited th 111 at 11 \ [4 m 'n arri cd they made me a pre -
nt of a II I' a f w Root. th y m k'd a few In he of 10bacc ,

all I had I ft the' :eem to be f the, pokane Tribe, with one that
i· 'et 111 re di ·tant At 1 I I havin pro ured a , addle from the

ood Old Ian, we 'et off our ~o i abt,' 15 E 2~~1+23/z ... 1 keep­
in th wo d. a: pro lap then Co 'E 2 I pa. ed the Fi h weir
of the ummel', now dry ~o 70 E 1 1 to the River E 3/z 1 lip­
P ry along the water Edge to a oid a BO(T in the wood the Co

E .. I 70 E 1 1 at 5,% PM put Up13 near where we camped
for rain T I b d un merid altde fine cloudy vening Killed 6
dwarf Gee e T 1 large Goo e thank Rea en ur Provi ion are
now 15 Gee. e 1 Che reuil 1 mall Bea er, abt ~O Ib of almon &
a many of Root c. By the tar. quilae th Caul' e we ha\ e
come for a di tee pa ed i not more than E thi, mu t be noticed,
& the ob ervation will perhap correct thi , but it mu t fall entirely
in the la t 5 mile perhap in only 2 mile .

Octr 5th Thursday \. fine 11crnin for the ' a on, but had
everal mall hower all night t 6.50 ..\ .. 1 et off . h ld on to

the place I ob'd a 1,% 1 or 1 1 the C abt 3 E thi. rounding
a Point of the River then to the Fall 1t ay 2 lile i I think-
abt " SO E from thence at ~1 we went ' 70 E 4 .. [ to th Ri\ er
then E 4 11 ~ i gone cam to the Ri ul t of 25 yd: wid 15 ~I

gone to our Campt whene I ob d quila the "0 ' 35 E 1 1 10.\ 1
thi brought u t th 10k wh re, e wet ur thin ~ but w a\'oide
it thi time by g-oing up th high Bank a t 11 .... [ is 1 think
about... 7 E a \' frequ ntl . :e' th ,un 4 .I. I . topp d at 11 "l'

to refr h ul' lIor· s thi: i dir tl, oppo -ite to th ,'k t 'ho
Road 'Riv r ttl but p rhaI th of thi. part '. £r m th Lak
i·t ttak'nonth outgoin r t50P~1 ct ff 'h'ldonat
P .. 1 ame to \ h I' W bait d on th outgoing. I Ithink1 th list
w have ome is aht 10 mil s ' th aht Ea -t, 'r iall' th latt r
part of it \: th n " ent thro a point f \\'0 ds " to th wid part f
th ... Riv 1', OUf '0.1. 50 E 2.0 1 abt ;'2 .1 'h 1't of ,,\\ f

obliged to put up \\ ith h avy Pain at 4;Y.t P 1, ha\'in 10 t full 2 '
aft r a ~h vruil ill th Piv'r, \\hich s aped u The Gr und
quit oak d with th Jat ontinual Pains. ~r at numb'r:. f

13 arly 01'110 Ite 't'wport. \ • ,11111111011.
14 Alb!.'J III hIll .
15 Prjt l 1~IYcr.
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111 tly all ra}. a tolt rabl numb r of \ an , pI llty of
. a { v fl k of Du k Teal & t k but annat be

aI J 'oa a v th . un the reat r part of the afternoon. Killed
1 Jar e . In th 1 lour e there ar 3 great oint especial-
j~. n f dar" faple which lie about 10 E & 10 W.

Oefr lh Frida} cloudy mi ty morning. t 7 M et off
0+0.1 then open out on the Lake. Co to a large Point, the one

thi ~ ide of the Rivulet, i abt East 5 M but we have to go round
a deep Bay to a Point abt 50 E 2M then to the other Point S 70
E 3 1 then to the House Point about S 40 E 6M having rounded
the Bay to the gravel Point we baited at 10-35 M from hence the

a to th Point we left i abt We t 10M. Obsvd Merid altde of
un Lt 72-320 Good. t 0 PM et off & at 3 PM arrived safe

thank God \ e found all well Mr. McDonald has traded abt 2 Packs
of good Furl' in my ab ence rna tly from the Pointed Hearts,17 of
",...hom th re are abt 44 men e eral women & Children here. they
ha e abt 110 Hor e & have traded 3 of them with u Rainy Evening
Lat 4 -1 -55 . Decn 5-11 5

T. C. ELLIOTT

nd H odoo r k.
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