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\Yhile in Montr al carly in Jul , 1931, I had the plea. ure of
handling and reading a real find in an hi. t rical en e.

r wa in th 'aint ulpice Library in that ity and ~ rr. egi
dius I-auteu. h w d m a copy of th riginal agreement between
th Hud n' Bay mpan and the orth e t Company made in
1 21 for th ir union. Thi. i the only copy that i. known to exi t.
Th Hud 'on Ba ompany doubtlc have their., but it cann t
l found. The Canadian Hi torical Review will later pubE h the
document in full, but th f Howing anal)' is will prove of value to
reader of the n ashington Historical Quarterly.

The document i contained in twelve page of parchment, each
twelve by twent - ev n inche. It i very neatly engro ed and
legible. It i igned by the Hud on' Bay Company' ecretary,
with the eal of the Company attached, and by imon )'lcGillivray,
Edward Ellice and \ illiam £cGillivray.

The agreement i made in triplicate, dated 26th ),Iarch, 1821,
between the Governor and Company of Hud on' Bay, etc., and
, illiam ~ IcGilli ray of Montreal, imon cGillivray of London,
and Edward Ellice of pring Garden Road, "who have control of
the orth We t Company."

I t principal provi ion are:
The trade i to be in the name of th Hud 'on' Ea ompan; ;

to be carri d on from L ndon and the a reement to run for twent "
one year.

11 good of both partie in Lond n nit Jun , 1821, to go
into capital.

• tock in tran it f r 1 21 trade to b carri d t it de tination
b the orth t Compan and t be tak 11 int capital at regular

orth e t Company figure .
All oth r g d of both compani to int capital.

II debt due by Indian nIt Jun , 1 _1, t b th c mpani .
to go into apital.

Employes' d bt: to b th mpam up t n year' wa
to KO int apital, th . UfJ lu' ab n ar' \ ag to belon to
original credit rs.

lIud on' Ea ompany IIou: and its ships a' fIst J un ,
I 21, to h valu d and g into pital.

Th int nti n I ing that apital sh ul I b quall ntribut,
£ 5000 hall b tak n oft th amount (f th H ud' n'· Ra - om-
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pan) '. an add d t th rth t mpany' in cttlement of
th ir tr ubI th diff r n th n r maining hall b made g od by
th part t qualiz ntributi ns, su h paym nt to be made on
1 t June 1 22 with inter 't from 1 t June, 1 21.

Th rth t ompan is t end in a Ii t f its posts and
t d liver r am on d mand.

The fort th m elv hall have no valu affixed to them in
a certaining what a h put in.

The bu iness hall b managed by a committee of five: the
o r110r of the Hud on' Bay Company, ex officio; ndrew Col-

ile, ichola Garr, imon McGillivray and Edward Ellice, at the
commencement, until a meeting make election. Three to be a
quorum, but one of the three must be a North West Company
repre entative.

All contracts of both companies to be taken over by the new
company and all expenses to be borne by the new company except
colonization.

There were one hundred shares,-twenty to the North We t
Company, twenty to the Hud on's Bay Company, forty to engages,
five to Lord Selkirk, five to Ellice and McGillivray and ten to be
allotted later.

A council of Chief Factors and Chief Traders to direct the
trade, (lengthy provisions thereon). The majority was to decide
questions with the consent of the Governor, otherwise two-thirds
required.

If one company fails to hand over its fort , notice to be ent
and the new company wound up.

At the end of 1843 account to be made up and property to go
to its original owners and adjustments to be made.

The above are notes made at the time of examining the docu
ment in Montreal.

F. W. How y
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