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Th hist r r of Briti h ~olumhia ha w n writt n 0 oft n on
tll th ry that all that is good in th provin i a I ga y from the
Hud on' Bav ompany that thi falla y ha 1 com the 1 Ii f of
mo t p opl. trang 1 n ugh, litt! n id ration ha b en gi en
t th un. pI r d fi Id f th influence of th Ea tern Briti h orth
\meri an pr in e upon the W t. Briti h Columbian have ig­

11 red th fact that the hi tory of all Briti h provin ha been
th fight for re pon ible g vernment, and that Briti h olumbia and

an u er I land do not differ from the remainder of anada in
that re pect. ince they have i nored that fact it i only natural
that they hould have ignored th men who fought for the e prin­
ciple .

Out tanding among the e men wa mor DeCo mo-, a true
~on of ova cotia and a follower of J eph Howe. The life of
Howe i e entially the hi tory of ova cotia, while that of Briti h
Columbia, in it early year, i embodied in two figure. ir Jame
Dougla \Va pre-eminent from 1851 to 1 58, but bef re hi retire­
ment DeCo mo appeared, to become the mo t prominent figure until
1880. Product of two totally different cho01 of th u ht. for a
j~ew years they were to clash over the principle of r p nil CTO­

ernment. Although Douglas retired he was ultimately the victor,
. ince to this day hi part has totally eclip ed that of 0 mo. in
Briti h Columbia hi tory.

It i , therefore, to the admini tration of ir Jame uCTla , hi
theorie and practice , that we can 1001- for th abu e a ain t
which DeCosmo fought. Everyone know the tory f \ an uver
I land. The Hud:on' Bay Company had a irtual mon p ly in
trade, and their monopoly in go ernment wa repr nt d bv tht;
autocratic rule of their chief factor, D II la, vh go vern d pra ­
tically singlehanded. With few independent ttl r . th r 'a a
lack of representativ institution until th Briti h gO\ rnm nt or-
dered that om attempt be mad t tablish th 111. n gi n,
the lack of int rest shown b th fe ttl r ( . pt the oc asi nal
grumbl r or g nuin reform r) shO\\! d h w much th pion of
,ompany monopoly had p rmeat d th 1 ny.!

Suddenly th ituation wa chang 1 in 1 5
of th gold rush to the Fra. r. Vi t ria, a th

Sag, W. ., The 1-. cly D y of R llr llt ti 0 rum nt in Briti h
a'ladia'l Histori at Ret,ifrw, 01. 3, 1922. i'p. 143·1 ...
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f r th Id olony, b am magi ally a thriving town, with (Treat
trading p . ibilitie. f course, much of her population wa merely
transi nt-gold miner, adventur r. But along with these came
the lid 111iddl cIa , merchant and profe ional men, 1110 -tty
. \lnerican. Ther \ ere, howev r, the few Canadian and 4 f ari­
timer who were to provid the 11uc1eu for the formation of an­
\ ther link in the Canadian chain.

mong the e came Amor DeCosmo who was born in Windsor,
_ Tova cotia, and who spent hi early years under the formative
influence of ]0 eph Howe, in tho e epoch-making year from 1830
until 1 50 when he struggled for responsible government.2 In
1851 he was attracted to the California gold fields, and had many
experiences on the way there, and in California. He was not idle
there, trying his hand at photography, mining, trading and specu­
lating. There is little known about this part of his life, and con­
..equently many stories, derogatory in many cases, have grown
around these year, helped by the fact that during hi stay in Cali­
fornia he changed his name by act of legislature. Born William
Alexander mith, he found that he was invariably 10 ing his mail
and he decided to change hi name. This has been done before,
but the intere ting part is the choice of name. othing could be a
nner commentary on his character. It shows hi belief in himself,
hi de ire for originality-Amor DeCosmos, Lover of the World.
• fotwithstanding the prosaic reason for the change, he wa to uffer
much from it. He was to be accused of everytihnO' from trouble
with the Mormon to member hip in the Vigilante Committee.
The name al 0 gave much opportunity for ridicule to hi ~ political
opponents.

In 1858, with news of the gold ru h, DeCosmo wa attracted
to the north, went to Victoria, and decided to enter the new pap r
world there. It i uncertain whether he had had experience in thi.
line of work or not, but he at lea t had a rich background of per­
sonal experiences and political tradition; he had a name cal ulated
to excit int rest; and la tly, he had a field worthy of nd av ur.

Here wa a comparatively new country, rich and attracti\ ," -ith
promi of a larg r population; with no lead r of liberal th U Tht
no political experi nc , and 110 public opinion D smo~, with a
upr m optimism, felt that h ould provid all thr Th n t

t w nty year f his Ii f w r to b taken up \\'ith this ta k.

2 Hi family had tht': am traditIon lIo\\ " He a m mh r of th
hou it:: 1) bating .0 iety in Halifa which doubtle:oJ di u eu the politi I nt
th day. He .....olk .1 in llalifa fro III lH40 to 1 51. Vi,l. 110' .~. B '\uttlont. 'h t
R m mbn of Attlor D 0 ttlO. ll . . Historical AS~tJLilltjOIl R po,t, 19~9. P. 5 I.
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]n hi fir ear in \. OJia hi a 1 T pr-
iding- an u I f r pu Ii pm1 b < i

t ha b gun h fir t ind n en n orth-
e t. The Briti It. CtOlo . t h'e r n t only an utI t f( r

public opinion, but a teacher and [TUide in the principl . of lib ral
rcrnm nt and political elf-e~'pre ion.

Condition were ripe for critici m from any who were not of
the C( mpany or for it. Jut t efore DeCo~mo arrived, Douglas had
made a proclamation, attempting to l"eep the new colony a monopoly
for th Hud on' Bay Compan).3 Althotwh thi faited due to the

olonial r taT) he again i 'tIed a proclamation4 ,hich eemed
d rimcntal to th int r t of Briti h Columbia. DeCosmos oiced
th criti i m f It b\ many in the fir t editorial in the British Colonist.• •
"H ant d to n e hi eountr) ith honour, and at the 'arne time

th gra ping inter t of the Hud on' Ba) Company in-
In tT) ing to er t \ ma'ter. he wa. unsuccessful a

1uan." ·
.. a r sident of Victoria, was naturally more in­

tI 1 tl. of ancouver I land and he showed equal
riticizm o· th Go mor' actions there. He"\ asted no

~in in un n i 1 , but cam immediately to the crn," of the situa­
ti n th unhealth intlu nee of the Company in every branch of

uti ,Ie yi lati e andl judicial. In penetrating and
( J d h d l rih d th ituation. ,rLoyalty, honesty, and com­

ri d tr n~h of Briti h official -which could have
I th a kinrr-ar branded -ith the mark of illegitimacy,

f th ] n,l 11 d ith toad~ i~m, consanguinity, and
mpound d ith hite- va hed Engli hmen, and

hi
iz 1, he al 0 offered remedie . _ mong

bE hinO" a re pon ible executi -e, do­
f judae by fee, an 1 remo ing th
han of the Governor. H h e 1

uld arried in hi op n ritici m

... s IreD 7 r Bf" tl h 0
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Tt va n t to h c> • 'pect d that T ougla., th aut rat vh ha 1
defi d the p radi ntl I m of arli r time, wOllld uff ram r
Eastern up. tart to que'tion th sacra ~n t \i orl ina of t11 1,11 Ii h
entl man and ompany ari to rat. • oon he had found th Iu-

ti 11 of hi trouble and the means to rid the colony of the popular
demagogue.

He re ived an old gag tatute of hngland which had 11 er
been intended for application to the colonies.{l The tatute. aid
that no editor could publish without depo iting a sum of mone~ , a~

a guarantee of good behaviour. In thi case it wa" eiaht hundred
pound, which it would have been impos ible for DeCo rna to find.
Fortunately he had already won the respect and captureu the imag­
ination of the people of Victoria and a number of the more influ­
ential men were able to raise the neces ary um.IO Can equently
the British Colonist \Va saved to renew the critici m of Dongla ,
to which wa added ridicule for the abortive attempt at upres ion. l1

DeCo rno had pent a year in the colony and in that time had
done valuable work in creating public opinion, pointing out the
more blatant abu es and ugge ting con titutional and progre ive
reforms. He wa now to try his hand at a more direct method of
correcting abuses. Elections were being held for a new As embly
and DeCo rna decided to run for Victoria. It was natural that
thi move on hi part would cause even more opposition from the
"Family-Company-Compact." Every ort of argument wa u ed
to defeat him, but when it came to argument, DeCo "rna" wa' a
match for any of them. It was a different matter, however, when
the "Ob tructionists" turned to more direct mean. The mo. t ef­
fective of the e wa the illegal t1 'e of the colored population for
·oting.l

:! The votes of the e ju -t !TIanalTed to defeat DeC(Jsmo ',13

u pecting that he had been defeated by illegal mean , he att mpted
to prote t the election but hi effort.' wer fruitle's.l' .... ot onl) \ ere
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writ f th lar 1" iot rtf party government, a it hould be and
a it \i as in an ouv r I land. H appr dated the fact that th
part \ a an s ntial featur of r pon ible government. In re-

r ttin CT that n ancouver I land there was no party government,
h picked n th gr ate t fault f government in that province until
th fir t dade f the twentieth century. He saw the evil, regretted
it and fought against it for the greater part of his political life,
y t wa po erl . to prevent it when he reached power.

DeCo mo wa to have one more election experience in which
illegal mean. wer u ed to defeat him. He ran in Esquimalt, in a
by-election, under hi old name, William Alexander Smith. The
voting wa open, and, by mistake, one voter used his new name
and wa not allowed to correct his mistake. The loss of this one

ote defeated him. He protested the election on many grounds,
particularly the use of the Voters Li t of 1859 when that of 1860
hould have been used. By manipulation of the majority in the

embly, the report of the election committee, which had admitted
the illegality of the election, was thrown out, against alI precedens.1l>
DeCosmos had again been defeated by the sharp practice of the
government.

Meanwhile the As embly was still struggling aimles ly and
fruitlessly again t Council and Governor. and the next two session
were merely a repetition of the fir t. DeCosmos was disgusted
with the inefficiency of the members, and appreciated the hopeles ­
ne of winning reform under these conditions. However, he looked
forward to the new election which was to be held in 1 63. With
the writs for a new election j sued, DeCo mos at once entered the
field as a candidate for Victoria. This time he wa ucce ful,
although oppo ed by the Family- ompany-Compact.:!O \\lith the
coneIu ion of the fir t five year of De 0 mo' career on Tan­
couver Island his final attempts ha 1 nded to create public opinion
in a colony, unique in the hi tory of British colonie. The fact that
he had succe ded in arou ing public int l' t, even thouCTh h had
ac omplish d nothing more, sp ak f r hi effecti n" a a n \. ­
paperman and publi reformer.

The next few y ars f his life w r 0 cupied with att mpt
to lead a r form party and to initiate und r tanding of Briti 'h in-
stitutions into an A s >moly, whi h, with but f \ pti n , had
be n th plaything, the mer mouthpi of th rnor and th

18 rea c, 011 of thos who obi'ected to th peak r. but who 1I0t R orm r.
n ohjccttd to willi e IJ ing ca I d to prove J~ u mos' e\ Itl I}< l'. • •

19 Tolmie, th hairman of th lection COItUl1Itlt' , \ oted g 111 t III OWII tl I I I.

Briti h Colonist, No • 22, 27, 1860.
20 f. ag. Sir J ame LJouyla (/ till B /I'(isll 01 umbja, p. 2 .
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I ud n IJ;lp 1111 np ' - 'lat
d ir for uni( 11 ith PI iti h '< Il1l11bia
finan ial oIH.1ition! f th olon '] h t·

."

p rtan to th I lplc of th, t\ () oloni
r niz 1 thi • nd, ftom hi atri\, I (n h i I n
th p ibility of ullion (111 1 th' ono! 1 of 1 h
h had aid, "'} h a '1 f union \ '(mId i lk fo
pr p ct of 1\' or thre pctty 'ol(mie Oil thi
1 wn vith th \. i rht of gOY rtlm'I11'1I 11 a hin

enca 1 in giant' ann Uf a h with liff r'l1 1m
\'ith lifter nt indu trial p Ii y, a h \ 'ithout an

but 'hat i f till I in the nati nal haill; a h ran
th r almo t (I th U rh th \ r ilTllt) (f a h
'a t d in differ nt monar h ."21

'1 h difficult, in . curin er uni 11 \\a he Ii
."

b tw en ictoria and Briti h Iumbia (n th
Practicall' all the Vict ria andi lat ha I m r

."

them elve n t t ecure the union unI th fr
tinued. Thi \\ a' t prove a ri u . tumblin 11
cau cd a yery e\ r criti i m of D m \ h 11

feelin in order to further the r at r int'f
The qu ti n f Dougla ' retir n ent Ul a

and ome of hi::- admirer and~. cophant p ,titi! n
app int d. D Co:m rai:ed a cry a(rain 1i 1 f I
mer petty, pite, hut rath r in th real int t

pint d out th fault. f hi. a Imini trati n . n i
'ould b· for ott 11 if D ugla r tir t I I 1

him in hi r tirement a: th a 'tual f un r )f
a high hon Ul" and a Ia tinc" monU1ll nt.·' -
th r a no n' d to delv into II (juan 1
D Co mo might b· on,ider d hi partin( h t t ,if.1. m
la , . in it i a the found r of t\') n hI '1 ni
i r m mL f d,

At thi tim' () '0 111)S ga\
on th 1 gi:slatur, It must hav'
but h ho th fi Id in which an ,mIli i( Us tll, n \
to . uc . d anel wh 'rc h '(mId b 'n ~lit his countr) 111 r , n
h had a cOl11plish '<1 his puq)()s' of cr 'ating lublil upinion.

Although union va to b· th re ult of this 't'111t 1" ffl lis.

at fir t 'onditio11s W r' n)t rip to furth r it and th all ntion f
th m mIJer turn·t1 to oth r que tion. }< orem l' 1 lOng t th
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"a that of l' J on ihl o\' rtllll nt. For the fir t tim In th
P liti 'al hi tor., of 'an Oll\' l' Tsland dcfinit propo al for re pon-
ible ~ \ erll111 '111 \' 'I" 1110 ed In th' f moly. DeCo mo pro-

p( d a 1110di fi >d forlll 10 . uit th IlC d of a small colony. 0
111 >1111 l' of 1h \s '1ll1>ly should h officer of th Crown, but there
hl uld I a mini t rial council, t'compos d of un official, l.1T1salClrierl

111 1111 cr. ,"~3 in which W llld sit 0l11e offic rs of the Crown, although
they would ha\ no ot. This ouneil, \\:},e;n it could not secure a
majorit: in th 1\. sembI " . houlcl resign a cordinfF to ttthe con ti­
tl1tional u ag . that gOY rn th ministry in England under imilar
'irCl1111~1ance.. ":!4 Ther wa. no re ult fr m the. e re olution but
th \' h w that De rna: wa. attempting to put hi view into
practi e.

.J. n th r lue.-ti n which occupied their attention wa that of
the ivil Li 1. The member felt that the propo ed one wa far
too hiO"h for a mall colon, and DeCo mo sugge ted that they
refu e to pay it until union was ecured. Hi propo al wa im­
plicity it elf, but, unfortunately for the peace of the embly, it
m t neither the approval of Governor nor Crown. Con equently a
quarrel of xtreme bitteme aro e, which eventually included the
old truggle with the Hud on' Bay Company, which la ted until
union, and which was not then definitely ettled.

lthough thi struo-gle over the Civil List \Va never-ending,
attention wa again attracted to union, with a change in the condi­
ti n f the colony. With depres ion in Victoria due to the end of
the gold ru h in British lumbia, peopl b gan to di cover that the
fr e port wa 1 . profitable than before. 2:> DeCo. mo' felt that the
ituation fa our d hang and he wa able to cur the pa ao-e

of what cam to b known lat r a' th ttL nc nditional Term ~ of
nion." Th main purport of th t ml wa that th immediate

union of th· olony \ ith British olumbia, under uch con titution
a Hr. raj ty' (Jov rnm nt may b pI ased to o-rant"2ti would b
ratifi d by th' L gi lature.

1 h r \ a 1l1U h riti i 'm f th t rm in Yictoria by th
ommer ial 111 11, and thi opini n a .rpr S' d in th .\.' mbl)

by Young, one of th 111 mb rs for i toria. To qui t all di. cu~ sion,
D Cosmos r sign d his s at along with 01.111, and th two m n
ran m i toria, on for th union with British olumbia and ~tt h

23 1bid, Jan. 16, 1864.
24 British Coloni5t, Jan. 27, 1864. .
25 f. 1>1a II , Matth w, Vallcu wu 1~lalltl (l/lll 111 iti!ih (olIHl/blll, VP. QO,.l O. London,

1865. 1 he uthol b al1 advocal of rcl,lIll1n tll fr~l" jlort, behcvlllg th t It I th basi'
of th colony's pro p~ rity.

26 lJrihsh Colotli5t, J 11. 25, 1865.
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fi cal poli 'a 5h ull b found ati factory to both, th oth r for
th un nditi nal r tenti n of th fr port. long with DeCo mo',
ran 1 ditor of th Britilih ·olonilit. It wa one of the
bittere t 1 ction of th tim with the free p rt candidates having
th power and mon y of \Vharf tr ct behind them. ~ 'uspicions of
corruption were everywhere evident. DeCosmos and 1'Clure won
on th plea of legislation for lithe whole country-not for a single
line like Wharf treet, but for a line from Victoria to Cariboo;
from ancouver I land to the Rocky Mountains."27

The bitter conflict with the Governor over the estimates from
that time, made the Assembly realize that there was danger in the
blanket dau e of the Unconditional Terms. The member began to
appreciate the difficulties that would ensue if there was no assur­
ance that repre entative and responsible government would be given
(although none of them expected that they would not be given at
lea t as liberal a constitution as they then enjoyed). l'Clure,
therefore, moved re olutions that added to those of 1865, the rider
that no constitution would be adapted to the needs of the colony
that did not give responsible government.

It wa during this year, between lulls in the storms over civil
list, estimates, and union, that occurred one of the famous peeche
in parliamentory history-the long speech so often attributed to
DeCosmos, but in reality the work of M'Clure. The variation of
the story are many but out of the myths surrounding it one can
gather the tale of two men, who, in the interests of the people-to
save them money and to prevent the government carrying out an
unconstitutional act-spoke for twenty-six hours between them.2

1\1'Clure spoke for ixteen hours, DeCosmos for the remaind r of
the time, until the House gave in and adjourned. ThrouO'h l' lure'
early death (due to the effects of the speech), and ub equent fame
of DeCo mos, the credit for the peech ha gone to th latter.

For the next few month the time of the Hou e wa~ taken up
with the e timate. The A embly a erted it rio-ht to lower th m
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" er> h 1<.1 m an-
ew stminst r.

or t initiat it \' n mon y bills until l' spon ible government wa
i en; th 0 ern l' and th ouncil r fus d this right. 'I h r '­
ult was that 11 timat were pa s d for the year and a vote of

want f onfiden in the overnor was . pr ssed hy the embly.
Th member now realized that there was little hope of reCeIVing
fa oUl-able ten11 of union, with the overnor acting a the inter­
medial'Y between colony and Colonial ecretary, and not he itating
to e 'pre s hi opinion of the worthIes ness of the Assembly.20

on equ ntly 1\1' lure attempted to withdraw the resolution or
1 65 \' ith regard to the effect on representative institutions. Sur­
pri ingl enough, DeCosmos opposed his action and said that he
would accept union under any circumstance , even with no As embly.

The bill for union was as they had feared. It took away what
little repre entative government Vancouver Island had had and
put in its place, a partially elected Council. The seat of govern­
ment wa placed at ew Westminster. There was no free port.

o opportunity was given for refusal by the Vancouver I land
A embly.30 Of course the people of Vancouver Island blamed the
Assembly and particularly DeCosmos for the result, but neither
DeCosmos nor the others ever thought that the Imperial Govern­
ment would be so reactionary,13 and they had acted as they thought
best for the colony. DeCosmos may be criticized for hi incon­
sistency in not placing responsible government before union, but
he saw the need for immediate union, and he knew that the 10" of
representative institutions was not irrevocable.

For the next five years DeCo mos was to be occupied with a
truggle which was the natural outcom of the one ju t completed.

From the malleI' union of Briti 'h Columbia to ancouver I 'land
it was a natural tep to the larger one of Confederation. long

ith this went~ of cour e, the other question f re pon ible gOY m­

ment. Although D Cosmos had acc pted union without th latt r
-through force of circumstances-h c rtainly would n t accept
partner hip in Conf d ration without equality of tatu' for hi'
provmce.

After the union of the provine " I tion
couver Island for th> so-coIl d I gi latur' at

29 Papers R lativ' to the Proposed Ili/?n. I' 'nlledy to ardwell, far. _1, 1 65.
lIe is against an elective Assembly after unton, 1> caus the 'ouncil spent its time in
undoing the crudl' legi lation of the A scmbly. .

30 lloway and S holefi Id, Gp. Cll., vol. .2, p. 226. Ther w s a chang III 0 't:nl·
ment in En 'land during the p:l ag of the 1>111, 'l!ld the lie" go ernmellt tru k out th
lau e allOWing the COil ent of the olony. .. . ,.

31 It em aIJ olut Iy again t the poh(y of t.he Imperia! (.ovcrnlllellt with r ,lrd tl)
it colol1l at that tun, 1.86('1 w.htll onf da;ltlllll va h.II1' IICOtll'l 'ell. rn ron,
in 1858 a again fll III titutlOll for H. .• but h .lId 11 ould h 1l<1 to I t:
th 111 111' four year' tim. l'eecJles Oil Galladilw LlfJcilIS, Lont/on, 1902. p, 40.
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111 ran ill Ti toria, nd. althol1g"h trongly oppa I, wa
f I,. alanO' \\ ith Helm 1- n, 011 th platform of r pan ille

nun llt, r 0 r) of th capital for Vi toria, retr nclun nt and
r duction of tao ati n.

There \Va much to criticiz at ew e "tminster, particularly
the prep ndcrance of appointed mcmbers in the Council, and the
di crimination sho"wn against the L land in the matter of cu tom
dutie. DeCo. mo' was among t the first in picking out the fault
of the admini tration. He wa interet ted particularly in the double
collcction of dutie the exces ive expenditures on official' alarie,
the right of the s embly to vote pro or can or decrea e the e ti­
mate., and finally in the re-e tabli hing of Victoria a the capital
( vhich \Va' ccured in the next e ion).

He wa:, al'o, the leader in advocating radical change' in the
con. titution of the Council to make it more repre entative. "Every
other colony und r the British Crown has representative institution
and the conflict will not cea e until Her Majesty' Government ha
gi\'en up the idea of governing the country from Downing ~ treet."32
In this fir t attempt DeCosmo could only secure two supporter.

The big que tion of the e ion wa Confederation, which De­
Cosmo brought up. He had advocated Confederation in his paper,
fro111 rea on of unity in policy and to provide a greater field for
ambitious men, in the days when Confederation wa merely an idea
in men' mind. ow, in 1867, it wa practically can. ummated,
therefore, he felt that Briti h Columbia should take. tep to enter
the new Dominion. He mo ed a re olution, which, in the final
form, e_'pre d the de ire of the House that the Governor hould
take tep to insure the admi ion of Briti h olumbia into the
Dominion on fair and equitable term. Thi. re.'olution pa' 'ed
unanimou I rand \J a upported by a public meeting held in ictoria.

There began at the arne time a move toward anne_ 'ati n \\ hich
\Va later supported by orne of the promin nt men of the colony,
uch a He1mcken. Thi· movement wa. particularly 'tron<)" in \ ic­

tria, \\·ith the balance of power swinging from on paliy to the
other throughout the period. Eventually onfed ration \Von, but it
wa qu tionable for a time \\·hether Vancouver Island mig"ht n t
b come part of th nited 'tate 3:1

lthough condition. s 111·d favourable, on th wh( 1 ,to n-
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f'deration, th rnor delay d 11 gotiation , in elir t denial of
the r oluti 115 and C( IlS quentl pr vent c1 on federation at the
mOI11~t1t when it \ as 1110. t lik Iy to 11 eed.

E tw en s 'ions I 'OS1110S vi ited Eastern Canafla and poke
th rc as a P efonn l' and a nfederationi t. n hi return, he
di co\ er d that the Gov rnor had dela ed negotiation, and he was
in trumental in calling a meeting at Victoria which ent re olutions
dir ct t tta¥. a. The e re olutions expres ed the desire and need
of the c lony for onfederation and re pon ible government, and
al pointed out the tr ng official opposition to it. The term that
the) a l-ed wer practically tho e which were eventually ecured.
Th Canadian government expre 'ed it willingnes to accept the
provin e on the e term and matter re ted there until the Legi la­
ture wa called. .l\Iean\vhile DeCo mos wrote a erie of able letter
to the Colonist to educate the public to the idea of Confederation.

\ hen the Council met, after ettling or attempting to . ettle
the u ual que tion of retrenchment and re pon ible O"overnment,
Confederation \Va again discu ed. Conditions had changed radi­
cally-a great many annexationi t and anti-Confederationi thad
been petitioning the people, the Governor had hown hi di like for
Conferedation, and the officials began to fear the 10 of their well­
paid po ition ; while the Dominion O"overnment wa Ie favourable
ince the que tion of the intervening territories could not be ettled.

The effect wa hown in the vote on the new re olution, which advo­
cated delay. Thi wa pas ed, with DeCo mo objectinO" trongly.

However, the Confederationist were not idle, and they formed
a league to furth r onfe leration and to btain r pre entative in ti­
tution and re pon ible g vernment. D 0 mo wa' pr minent in
thi and \Va ne of th I ader in th onvention which it called
at Yale. 11uch ridicule has b en cast at thi onvention b) Gover­
n r , eymour and later critic, but it sh uld b giv n credit a one
of th> few e. ampI '. in arly British 0lu11lbia hi. t ry f the e_~­

pr . ion by a fr ' A s mbl of th d ir of the p pIe f l' on­
federation and responsible go ern111 nt.

l) CO '1110S'5 I art in th al '011\ 'ntion was to prove disas-
trou in his att mpt to win a s at in Victoria in th lections for th

oun il that y ar. I Lis oppon nb drc\ att ntion to his pI a for
Confederation at al> ancl compar '<1 it with his stand in thc ,1 ­
tiOll, which wa' to 1 ~ '1 'on fed ration out of it, as impra ticabl
at th mom n1. Ili oppon nts insist d that h was rU1l1lin~· a a

onf d ration andiclat~, onscql1 'ntl', siIll \ ict ria at that III ­

111 llt as strongly anti- 'onf' 1 ration, it was a for (J"on ondl1 i n
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that h \ uld b d £ at d. H att mpt d t fi Tht hi I cti n on
r '. pon ibl go' rnm nt, _ayin(T that it was 11 ary b 'for th
p pI c uld d ide n n£ cI rati n. To rnak ur that h \ auld
be d f at d, hi pp nent per uaded the venlOr to i ue a proc­
lamation, maki11 CT oting legal for ryone e.'cept Tnoian and Ori-
ntal in 'i t ria.3\ With all th rneri an. voting, on f deration

wa defeated, and along with it, DeCo mos.

DeCo mo was absent from the C uncil for one se sion but in
a by-election won a seat in Vi toria Di trict and wa present in
the Hou e when Confederation had not only become a probability
but practically a certainty. The N orth-We t territorie had be­
come part of Canada, the province had a new governor who fa oured
Confederation,35 and the official element in the province had been
pacified with the promise of pensions. The Annexation movement,
the only other ob tac1e, died a natural death when Confederation
became a fact.

\Vhen Musgrave, the new Governor, opened the e ion he
showed that he was to be the leading spirit in Confederation and
that he was not in favour of responsible government. The term
he outlined were practically those of the meeting of 186 , except
that re ponsible government was omitted. DeCo rno at once olr­
jected and attempted to make it a sine qua non of onfederation.
His resolution wa defeated although he said, "It would be a diffi­
cult matter for the Government to try to cram Conf deration down
the throats of the people if it were not to be governed by the people
and for the people."36

He al 0 objected to the as umption of th ffici. I III mber
that they had always favoured Confederation. He pint d out that
it was the people, not the official, that had alway further ~d it. n
the railway terms he was aaainst asking t much; and he fa\ our d
the retention of British Columbia' tariff, if ana la" \'a 110t '0

high. The Confederation term w r pa d and a I I (Tation eho' n
from the Hou. e, which repre ent d th official int re:t rath r than
those of th real wellwi her of onfed ration. long- with th ::
men went, however, ely a a peopl " r pr 'ntati '{', to ask for
re ponsiblc gov rnmcnt. lIe wa abl to 'e ur its in lt1sion in
the temlS of union.

M anwhil" D Cosmo had r nter d new_pap l' cin.:1 'S a l'ditor

34 Sag, W. ., Alllle.nl;tlOllist A!ovcmellt Itt British Columbia, p. 104.
35 l'op , J 0 ph, Atelttolfs 0/ ~ U' } O~lIt 1a dO/lald, 01. 2, p. 14. tt \ . 1 4.

L tt r to th Cov~rnor,Cen ral, n'comlllendll1g Lu gr'lV ,1 Go\ ernor {or Bnti h olulllbi
me h \ a lIown to 1J in f vour of ollf tl ration.

36 Britlsl OICJlllst, l' 0. 20, 1970.
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and propri t r f th tandard. 37 H spent th summ r quar-
r Bing, ith 1 b on f th olonist ov r many points of ontroversy.
For 111 t am ng t thes was the I attIc over responsible government.
D 0 m , f B "\ ing in th traditi n of the Ea tern Reformer ,
upheld part r go rnment a a nec .ssary part of re pon ible govern­
m nt. I ob 011 oppo ed thi idea, saying that it wa merely the
eeking of offi and patronage. Like most of the leaders in British

Columbia, he did not want party government and thereby retarded
the political growth of the province for years.

bout the time that the term of Confederation were publi hed,
aaitation for th railway terminu to be situated at Esqllimalt began,
with DeCo mo a one of the leader. He wa criticized for hi,-
mcon i tenc ince before he had been aaainst a king for too much.
Finall the aaitation was quieted by deciding that they hould a k
for a railwa from E quimalt to anaimo, to be part of the tran ­
continental railway. The que tion of joining thi to the main line
wa to be left to Canada.

In October, 1870 the new con titution which ga e a partially
elected Council was made public; and elections were held. It wa'
thi Council which wa~ to pas finally the Confederation term.
While DeCo mos re ented the partial liberty that had been aranted,
neverthele s he ran for Victoria district where he wa returned by
acclamation.

This Council pas ed an addres to Her Maj ty a kina for
admi ion to the Dominion, adding a re olution to pro ide for con­
necting ictoria and E quimalt with the Pacific Railway. The main
bu in s of the Hue wa , hower, th pa ina of a bill to alter
the constitution of Briti h olumbia to uit the need f re_'pon ible
government. In framin a thi bill th r a plac d a money quali­
fication noting and D mo obj t d, 'ing of it fram r ,
tlthat betray their politi al . tupidity in 111 a uring out p liti al ri ht
on a mere mon y ba i , a th ugh h n ur, patrioti m, int lliCTence
and manhood r in lis olllbly alIi d with dollar ."3

H, v n mar trongly bj t d to th P nnan nt i it Li~t

Bill, which pIa d om' i ty p pIon 1 rnlan nt alarie 3. H
aid thi " irtually p rpetllat . 1\ 0 las. s in th ountn, s ur d

offi ials on th" on sid', and t.he p >opt ' distrust c.l n th> other."lo

37 'I he Daily Standatd wa the ;:oUlcessor to the j'vr,lilllj e1t's. I e( osmos m lU it
a morning l'alJcr in OIJO ition to the olollist. 'I Ii' L oloilist h. d ch.l11geu 're tl fr m
th day wh n J) 0 1110 own d it. At tirst nul! I' t'( lure It \ a~ f~l our Ib\ to D ­
Co InO , but 111 1806, li1"1Il .l11d Dc' Long, t vo frt'l port l1l~n 0'. m'd It ml from that
tlln it a a 'ain t J) 0 fIIO. Hoh on, all l:JleIilY of hiS, l:lllted It at thl tUlle.

38 DUlly landartl, \'( h. 22, 1871.
3') La s of 11,(., 1 71. '0. 160. 11 ct to Providl: or a Penn. milt i il Li t.

far. 27, 1871.
4U Dally .standard} fal. 15, 1871.
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£r In the rnm n that th uld h
01

ra ti abl and that in an ca th
t Tan u 'er I -land and a ferry

The econd . :ion f the L CTj latl I
nd of 1 72, ith the c reight governmen till in I

it ,a not well- upported. With DeC .1110 pre ent t
opposition, no one wa urpri ed that the <Tovemment a d f t I
early in the es ion. Immediately De o'mo wa - ch en t I a 1 th
new government with Walkem, a late memb'r of the former ca in t,

a his colleague. DeCosmo wa criticized for not formin a lir
party government and it eem that it "a' not can i tent \ 'ith h'
own views on party government. The difficultY"'a that th 0PI 0-

ition wa in a majority merely to defeat IcCreight and then bt oke
into cliques. DeCo mos cho e men with a broad vie\'l, vho could
work together, and who had ho\\'n them clve capabl of lib ral
ideas. Although he did not e tabli h a party government he lid
e tablish a trong government which 'urvived for man' "ear, the
pitfalls that be et the path of a new pr vince. Hi, proCTramme
wa (leon er ative and Loyal" but it included many couralr ou

principle, particularly a direct blm again -t one of the evil of the
province, the exce ive e"rpenditure on official' alaries. The mo t
important accompli hment of hi government wa' in finally e tab­
Ii hing responsible government. ..ntil thi time the Jovernor ha I
attended all executiv meetinO" but h .oon found that he wa not
welcome in the new Cabinet. Con equentl from that time Briti h
Columbia carried on it executive meeting according to th pn­
tice of the moth r country.

DeCo mo soon returned to ttawa to renew th raih a or -

trover" . He received the definite a urance from .. ir J hn
Iacdonald that th pledge of th e ion b fore, r crar in • qui-

malt a th t rminu , \ rould be carrie lout, 4 and lat r h a 1
to r p rt that an rder-in-council had been i ne I to a p thi
rout.

uring thi e ion D Co 1110 O"ain d m fam' in tta
hi phon unitin lT anada rjth th l nit'd KinO" m r
that, to form an in<.h:p nd nt and 'r i 1 n ti n. H
r pudiat I th idea of anne ration to th nit Itt

n his r turn to 'icturia h found that th t pi
th gra\in J d In th term f uni 11 th I mt 1

n ut had guar nt 1 th int r tn' UI r 1h n

7_ Quot drill lh

H u
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that d ck, n t e.'c ding on hundr d thou and pound terling, for
a term of t near. The Pro incial Hou e now decided that it
w uld b more ad antageous t a 'k for a direct grant from both
Dominion and Imperial Parliam nt.. DeCosmos was sent a a pe­
cial agent to negotiate tehse loan .41j Hi negotiation were delayed
in Ottawa by the pecial ion called to deal with the charge
again t Macdonald. Eventually the ackenzie government prom­
ised to submit the British Columbia propo als to Parliament. With
thi promi e, DeCosmos left for England, where he was Ie suc­
ce ful, but managed to secure a mall loan.

He then returned to Victoria, to di"cover that at the opening
of the Legislature the Governor had protested again t the breach
of the railway term, since the railway had not been started, although
the two years' limit was up. The an wer received from fackenzie
was that he would attempt to modify the terms. The fear of the
province that thi would happen increased the difficultie surround­
ing the graving dock loan. In order to secure the loans from the
Dominion government it was necessary to modify the term of union.
This attempt was opposed by the opposition in the hou e, and they
made a counter proposal that no modification in the terms be allowed
unless there was a reference to the people. This proposal wa taken
up by the people of Victoria and a large meeting wa held to ex­
press this opinion. During the meeting, information wa received
that the House was at that moment modifying the term. In their
excitement the people adjourned in a body to the Hou e forced
their way in, threatening DeCo mo and hi government and even­
tually causing the Speaker to leave the chair. Order \Va finally
ecured and a petition was pre ented to the Hou e, embodying the e

opinions. After di cus ion it wa voted that no alteration in the
railway clau e hould be permitt d until it wa ubmitted to the
people. The government th n wa able to cur modification o£
the terms dealing with the raving dock.

The Colonist accused De osmo' f b in
trouble and aid that, through f ar f th P
his eat. The rea on for hi re ignati n wa th ual R pr enta­
tion Bill,4U whi hJ pr v nted a man fr In funning f r th l1111110n
Hou e if his pr vince did n t allO\ dual r pr s ntation.l'T I11un d­
iat ly after hi. r signati n, D mo ran again f r th Dominion
lections whi h w'r bing h lel. II ran a an Ind p ndent, al-

though his pap l' was f r a k nzi , and h was return d.

4S Daily 5talldardJ June 12 1873
46 0 tigan Act of 1872,' .
47 I' h. 21, 1873. Briti h olumbia h'lu III l'ti , })u I Rellr c.:llt'lti n Btll.
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Durin thi i n of the Provincial egi lature, Rob on h -
cran a di: ussiol1 of th Te. ada Island candal, accu inCT DeCo mo
and hi go nunent of qu tionable proceeding rvith regard to the
i'land. E entuall a Royal Commi sion, 1874, exonerated De-

o mo of an di honourable action, although it admitted that
there were su picious circumstances urrounding the matter.

t Ottawa, DeCo mos continued to concentrate his attention
on the railway and protested against its non-construction. He
howed at that time that he was on the side of Mackenzie. Con­

dition changed, however, within the year. Difficulties aro e be­
tween Walkem's and Mackenzie's governments over the railway,
which were supposed to be settled by the Carnarvon terms. These
term provided for the building of an Esquimalt-Nanaimo Railway
a a government road, to become part of the main line if Esquimalt
hould prove suitable as the terminus. The Government brought

in a bill regarding this, and spoke of the line as compensation.
DeCosmos objected to thi word, saying that from the beginning
E quimalt had been chosen as the terminus, therefore the line was
definitely part of the Pacific Railway. The bill was defeated in the
'enate, chiefly due to speeches of members of Walkem'" govern­

ment, which gave the impression that British Columbia would accept
no modification of the railway terms. The defeat of the bill created
great discontent in British Columbia but the government there
refused compensation in money and howed rather a desire for
separation. DeCosmos voiced the dissatisfaction of the people of
Briti h Columbia in the Dominion Hou e, but it wa felt that he wa
unfair to the government, and hi vote of cen ure was def ated.

Lord Dufferin improved matter in British Columbia by hi'
vi it there but, when in 1878, nothing had been done, the Briti h
Columbia government pa ed a motion for eparation. De 0 mo
had warned th Dominion House that thi would happen. and h
had poken of the danger of annexation, whereby anada ~'ould

lose the Pacific seaboard. Due t th .' it ment 0'" r th lefeat of
th .1ackenzi g v rnment nothing re tllted from th paration
motion.

Lefor th gOY rnm nt's clef 'at, a d finite choic wa mad f
th Fraser Vall y rout and Es luimalt wa' droPl d a' th t rmil1tl .
Although Ma donald did not at first a' pt thi' decision. ~. v ntu­
ally in 1880, h d 'ld'd on Fra r all 'y.t') Th Briti h olumbia
govcrnm nt would not ace 'pt <l 'f at and al P al d to th rown.

48 DelJaIl'S, Calladiall J/ouse of (OtTlIIIUlIS, 1 y 10. 1 79.
49 Ibid, April 15, 18 O.
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, 50 DeCosmos' other important ~ork t tt. i th t h a the fir~t of a long
hne of B..' member,S to ad 'ocate the ,pul 1011 of nemab. HI::> effort in this matter
were practically frultle' .

51 Sproat, Gilbert M 'A In 'ular f leUr In Bnu h 'olumlw Politic." Victoria
Daily Times, Jan, 19, 1906,
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and b in 0 t .peak, out id the Fort, th Great ompan. , \ hi h
h P r i t ntly fou ht would hardl b p t d to r c rd hi
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In umming up De osmos's character and life, one is fa I
with a problem. Was h con istent? Or wa h merely furtherin T

hi wn ambition at the expen e of hi country, if nece ary?
umerou e ample of his incon i tency may be found. He fought

for responsible government and then acrificed it to the que tion of
union; but with the bigger question of Confederation he put re pon­
ible gov rnment first. Yet responsible government wa eventually
ecured, through no direct means of his. On the railway question

he had also been inconsistent-declaring that it was too much to
ask the Dominion government to build a railway acro s the conti­
nent and then spending the rest of his legislative career in attempt­
ing to have them do even more, and carry it to Esquimalt. These
are examples of his inconsistency, but one feels that these were
caused by force of circumstances, and that though he acted mis­
takenly, maybe foolishly, he certainly did not act any more in hi
own interests than those of his country. His mistake were mis­
takes in judgment, not in public-spiritedne

Inconsi tent in these things, in one particular he stands out
as never inconsistent-that is in his creation of public opinion and
public interest in the great questions of the day, through his news­
paper. If DeCosmos can not claim the honour of having won the
battle for responsible government, there is no doubt that to him,
more than to any other man, must be given the credit for fir t bring­
ing the idea into Briti h Columbians' minds, through forceful edi­
torial and criticisms of the existing order. He had faith in the
people a no man in British Columbia before him had. Con equently
he gave them faith in themselves and their own power of gOY rn­
ing them elves. In British Columbia he represent, a no other did,
the Canadian, as opposed to the Engli h or Company point f vi w.
It i idle to compare him to Howe and Balch in but it may be aiel
that h fought a imilar battle, in different circum tances and with
Ie happy r suIt, but \\ith as strong a character and as outstandin(1'
a per onality.

Compared to his ontcmp raric' in Briti h Calumhia ',1110

looms large as a figur , both di. tinctiv and olorful. vith th un­
d r tanding, f r thought, and riginality, whi h <.1\ ad th p tt,
quabbling~ and hildi. h a piration of mall\' f hi f 11 riti h
oltunbian. 11' onsist'IltI)']- I t hi aim b f r him < lthOtwh
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min I r inc n i tent becau e of local condition -a fr pr
and an nlightened public which would take an intelligent int r
in th gro th of free in titutions, which he hoped to win for th
province. Ha ing won these objectives, DeCosmo finally work d
o build a new nation of Canadian , which would have a di tinct

per onality, and vie with the Americans to the outh, while remain­
ing under British institutions.

l'vIARGARET Ross
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