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History of the State of Idaho. By C. J. Brosnawn, Supt. of Schools
at Nampa, Idaho. (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 1918.
Pp. 287.)

For many years there has been a need for a real history of
Idaho. Bancroft’s is very good as far as 1889 but is not published as
a separate volume and is not down to date, Hailey’s is a labored
product of an aged and honored pioneer, and McConnell’s is impos-
sible. This publication by the Scribner’s is a finished book, well ar-
ranged as to subjects, reliable as to facts and statistics and readable
as to style. It is known to have been written at the request of the
Department of Education in Idaho and in the class of school his-
tories it will take a high rank, but is really more than that and will
become the reference volume for the people of the state. It is a
book of moderate size, has numerous illustrations, and a series of
maps which clearly indicate the tortuous growth of the state as to its
boundaries. There is a slight lack of balance, there is no bibliog-
raphy, and the index of only four and a half pages is inadequate.
The imprint of the publisher is sufficient evidence of good physical
make-up.

Mzr. Brosnan, the author, is to be commended for his skill in
condensed statements and attractive chapter subdivision and in a
chronology and transition which carry along the interest of the
reader. Every librarian and historical student in the Pacific North-
west has known that he was writing this book for he has consulted
them all and has thus been able to obtain the latest scientific research
concerning the earlier periods of the history of Idaho and Old Oregon
from which it came. T. C. Errrort.

The Applewoman of the Klickitat. By Anna VanRensseLazr Mor-
ris. (New York: Duffield and Company. 1918. Pp. 271. $1.50.)

The author presents a very interesting personal narrative of her
experiences as a pioneer apple-orchardist in the Columbia River coun-
try. Weary of the life of a journalist in New York city, she is per-
suaded by a real estate agent to take up a quarter section of gov-
ernment land in the Far West, and develop it into an orchard. She
goes to live on it with a semi-invalid brother, meets many helpful
friends, and at the end of the book has lived there six and a half
years and gathered her second crop of apples.

Her views of the business and rewards, of apple-orcharding, are
perhaps more rosy than actual conditions warrant. She seems to
have had more capital, and more good advice and assistance than
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most people can count on, and one preparing to follow in her foot-
steps had best take her story with a grain of salt.

Occasionally the pill shows through the sugar coating—that is
to say, in some places the book reads like a real estate agent’s advertise-
ment or an apple-grower’s text-book—but in general the style of
writing is smooth and easy, pleasant and interesting to read. She has
many bright and entertaining things to say of the varied types of
people resident in the country, their past experiences, their present
successes or failures, and philosophies. A slight love story—perhaps
a little more sugar coating—runs through the whole, concerning a
young man who comes to visit the author, and the young wife of a
crabbed well-borer who disposes of himself conveniently and heroically
by drowning, while rescuing a little Indian boy who had fallen into
the Columbia.

The main interest, however, is the development of the apple-
growing country, and the author has succeeded in- giving a pleasant
picture which will doubtless draw the attention of many toward
orcharding. EveLyn May BropeeTt.

The Cruise of the Corwin. By Joun Mum. (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Company. 1917. Pp. 279.)

In a series of letters to the San Francisco Evening Bulletin and
in his private journal kept from day to day, John Muir left a very
complete and extremely valuable record of his experiences and ob-
servations while on board the revenue steamer “Corwin” in the Far
North. In June of 1881, the Jeannette, in command of Lieutenant
George W. DeLong, was crushed in the ice and sank about one hun-
dred and fifty miles north of the New Siberian Islands.

In the spring of 1880, when the Jeannette had been missing for
nearly a year, the Corwin was commissioned, in addition to her regular
duties, to search for traces of the lost vessel and her crew. Again in
1881 she set sail from San Francisco with the same object in view
and it was at this time that John Muir was one of the party. He had
long been eager to study the evidences of glaciation in the Arctic
region and so took advantage of this rare opportunity.

The Corwin touched at many points in the Far North, Wrangell
Land and Herald Island being of particular interest. Mr. Muir’s
report is the first and practically the only scientific account of this
part of the Arctic regions. In addition to his geological reports, some
interesting botanical notes are included.

The author showed himself much interested also in the people of
the lands which he visited, and has given us a fascinating account of
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