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Introduction

Since 1992 (McIlwaine and Williamson, 1993, 1994) a pilot project has been under way

to examine the feasibility of restructuring the Universal Decimal Classification (UDC) into a

full-faceted system using the framework of facets provided by the Bliss Bibliographic

Classification. The research is being carried out on UDC class 61 (Medical Sciences) and Bliss

Class H. During the first stage of the process the required elements from the Bliss framework

have been identified, insofar as possible the Bliss notation stripped out, and a new database

created. UDC topics were then merged into the new database to ensure that there was a place for

every UDC topic presently contained in the UDC Machine Readable File (MRF) of the English

Medium Edition. The next step is to provide a new notation for the new structure. This paper

addresses the task of providing that notation.

The present situation

Since both Bliss and UDC are existing schemes both have systems of notation, but

neither, as it presently exists, is suitable for use in the restructured Medical Sciences. Bliss has a

purely alphabetic notation which is cumbersome to use and is relatively non-mnemonic. (e.g.

Arterial aneurysms HUI HUJ JK). It is hierarchical only to a very limited degree.

For example under Blood vessels (Obstruction) the topic Embolism has the notation HUI KA

and types of Embolisms are listed subordinately, each with an extended notation as illustrated in

Figure 1 below. The major advantage of the Bliss notation is the base of the 26 letters ofthe

alphabet which serves to minimize the length of the notation as much as possible when a number

of facets are combined. Such a notation is also capable of greater

Chicago, IL, October 8, 1995 227 Williamson

 
Williamson, N. (1995). The Development ofa Notational System for a Restructured UDC. 6th ASIS SIG/CR Classification 
Research Workshop, 227-236. doi:10.7152/acro.v6i1.12671

ISSN: 2324-9773



 
Williamson, N. (1995). The Development ofa Notational System for a Restructured UDC. 6th ASIS SIG/CR Classification 
Research Workshop, 227-236. doi:10.7152/acro.v6i1.12671

ISSN: 2324-9773



 
Williamson, N. (1995). The Development ofa Notational System for a Restructured UDC. 6th ASIS SIG/CR Classification 
Research Workshop, 227-236. doi:10.7152/acro.v6i1.12671

ISSN: 2324-9773



 
Williamson, N. (1995). The Development ofa Notational System for a Restructured UDC. 6th ASIS SIG/CR Classification 
Research Workshop, 227-236. doi:10.7152/acro.v6i1.12671

ISSN: 2324-9773



 
Williamson, N. (1995). The Development ofa Notational System for a Restructured UDC. 6th ASIS SIG/CR Classification 
Research Workshop, 227-236. doi:10.7152/acro.v6i1.12671

ISSN: 2324-9773



 
Williamson, N. (1995). The Development ofa Notational System for a Restructured UDC. 6th ASIS SIG/CR Classification 
Research Workshop, 227-236. doi:10.7152/acro.v6i1.12671

ISSN: 2324-9773



 
Williamson, N. (1995). The Development ofa Notational System for a Restructured UDC. 6th ASIS SIG/CR Classification 
Research Workshop, 227-236. doi:10.7152/acro.v6i1.12671

ISSN: 2324-9773



 
Williamson, N. (1995). The Development ofa Notational System for a Restructured UDC. 6th ASIS SIG/CR Classification 
Research Workshop, 227-236. doi:10.7152/acro.v6i1.12671

ISSN: 2324-9773



 
Williamson, N. (1995). The Development ofa Notational System for a Restructured UDC. 6th ASIS SIG/CR Classification 
Research Workshop, 227-236. doi:10.7152/acro.v6i1.12671

ISSN: 2324-9773



 
Williamson, N. (1995). The Development ofa Notational System for a Restructured UDC. 6th ASIS SIG/CR Classification 
Research Workshop, 227-236. doi:10.7152/acro.v6i1.12671

ISSN: 2324-9773


	williamson1
	williamson2
	williamson3
	williamson4
	williamson5
	williamson6
	williamson7
	williamson8
	williamson9
	williamson10



