EDITORIAL INTRODUCTION

Toussaint HoCevar had a fierce pride in his Slovene heritage, and a missionary zeal to
interest others in the Slovenes. For those of us who are Slovenes, he informed and reminded
us of our heritage; he encouraged us to think, to study, and to write about the Slovenes
and about Slovenia. There are many others who knew virtually nothing about this small
nation and this small region; yet his sense of excitement about the subject led us to research
it in depth. Quite simply, he was the teacher of many, among them two of the co-editors
of this Festschrift, and an inspiration to many more, among them the third.

The list of authors for this volume was suggested by Toussaint himself; in this sense it
comprises his last contribution to Slovene Studies. The topics covered reflect the subjects
that he himself studied. He wrote extensively on the cultural and intellectual history of the
Slovene people; he was a pioneer in the study of the interaction between economics and
language; he researched economic development and especially the role of finance; and he
wrote a great deal on the problems of Slovenia in contemporary Yugoslavia. Together, the
papers in this volume represent Toussaint Holevar’s panoramic view of the Slovene
people, both through time, and as seen from a range of social science disciplines.

We are grateful for the fine work done by the contributors, who responded quickly to
our requests and have been patient awaiting the production of the volume. We are also
grateful to the institutions that provided financial support; they are listed separately.
Particular words of thanks are due to two individuals: Carole Rogel, who worked with
Toussaint in initiating this work, and who has been most helpful in the later stages of its
development; and Rado Lencek, whose important contributions to the volume we deeply
appreciate. The respect, love, and friendship of these two for Toussaint are apparent in this
volume; they reflect the feelings of the contributors, of so many members of the Society
for Slovene Studies, and of Toussaint’s other colleagues and friends. We remember him
with affection and respect. He is greatly missed.
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