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THE UNITED STATES FEDERAL INTERNAL Tax HisTorY FROM
1861 To 1871. By Harry Edwin Smith, Ph. D., Instructor in Eco-
romics, Cornell University. (Boston, and New York; Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1914. Pp. XIX, 357.)

This useful and valuable volume is one in the series which owes its
existence to the generosity of Hart, Schaffner and Marx, of Chicago, and
the one which received the first prize of $1,000 for the year 1912. Dr.
Smith came to the University of Washington this fall to take up work in
connection with the newly established courses in commerce. His book is
a carefully worked out and scholarly -presentation of a difficult and in-
volved subject. The treatment of the subject by Dr. Smith has made easy
for the student to get access to the facts for they are all grouped about
the separate and single phases of the subject. Following an introduction

a chapter is devoted to each subject, as for example the “‘Direct Tax,”
“The Income Tax,” “The Inheritance Tax,” and “‘Stamp Taxes.”

The closing chapters, XI and XII, present concretely *“The Influence
of Internal Taxes on the Import Duties,” and the ‘“‘Administration’”’ of
the whole system. Students interested in these subjects owe a debt of
gratitude to Dr. Smith for the masterly and painstaking way he has made
available a werld of badly scattered material. Nineteen statistical tables
give in graphic way the statistical side of the study. An exhaustive
bibliography and an adequate index complete the volume.

EpwarRD McMAHON.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATE GOVERNMENT IN CALI-
FORNIA, 1846-1850. By Cardinal Goodwin, M. A. (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1914. Pp. 359. $2.00.)

This book covers the period of California history from 1846 to
1850, dividing the period into three parts. It deals first with the period
from the American acquisition of the territory to the meeting of the con-
stitutional convention: then follows the history of the constitutional con-
vention; and the last part deals with the organization of the State govern-
ment.

Much new material has been used and consequently many accepted
facts and interpretations have been proven fallacious. One of these errors
was the great influence of New York on the constitution; but Goodwin
finds that Iowa contributed about seventy of the hundred and thirty-six
articles and New York only twenty. He also has found new material
which explains the entrance of the slavery question into the State: a
Texan using his slaves for mining claim registry.




