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notice of still others, and these activities with such scholarly ability and
orthodox preaching often filled his little church from the very beginning.
The business men of the street without regard to religious sentiment went
to listen to him, gamblers and bar-keepers at times occupied the front
benches and took their own denunciations with a smiling face and without
resentment, and whether his able preaching was responsible for it or not,
it is a historic fact that beginning with 1865-6 the city of Walla Walla
began to clean up. The merchants got together and voted to close their
stores on Sundays, at least the front doors, the law and order people
of the valley determined that horse and cattle thieving should cease and
vigilance committees were formed which did a quiet but effective work,
and while it is certain that Mr. Chamberlain did not believe in lawless
methods of punishment it is also an admitted fact in the family that the
youngest charter member of this church was active in some of the work
of that vigilance committee, though probably not in the more prominent
acts which took place under the limb of a certain cottonwood tree along
Second street south of the city. The church standing across Mill Creek,
which for a time could only be reached by a foot-bridge, was in very fact
THE church in Walla Walla. It was the proper thing in Walla Walla
for several years to attend ‘‘Chamberlain’s Church,” and his sermons
were not uncommonly the topic of discussion during the week. In reply
to some critic in the East who was attracting considerable attention at the
time, he delivered a series of sermons upon Moses and the prophets of
Israel which are well remembered by those who listened to him. The writer
of this paper, in connection with two others acting as a committee of pulpit
supply in the emergency in the Spring of 1887, invited Mr. Chamberlain
to occupy his old pulpit for several Sabbaths, and out of abundant caution
the suggestion was put forth that the new comers would like very much
to hear those sermons upon Moses and the prophets. He accepted the in-
vitation and the powerful depiction of the lawgiver as a dispenser of strict
justice but yet of justice tempered with mercy still remain in the memory.

Mr. Chamberlain’s popularity and influence in the pulpit obtained
for about six years, and until he began a series of sermons attacking secret
societies in general and free masonry in particular. Among the relics in
the rooms of the Oregon Historical Society at Portland is a gold headed
cane bearing the name of Amory Holbrook, one of the leading attorneys
in that city during the fifties, and presented to him in recognition of his
defence of free masonry against the attacks of P. B. Chamberlain. These
sermons had been delivered in Portland and had resulted in the division of
the church there but in spite of that experience they were delivered here.
The defence here fell to an active lawyer and politician named N. T.
Caton and more than ever were Mr. Chamberlain’s discourses a subject
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for heated discussion around the stoves in stores and offices in Walla Walla.
These led to estrangements which seriously affected the life of this church
and many of its strong supporters then withdrew and organized the Epis-
copal church and the Cumberland Presbyterian church. That was in the
year 1872 and in the fall of that year he tendered his resignation, which
was accepted, but he was asked to continue to fill the pulpit and did so
until the year 1879, when the church was closed. There is little that
occurred during those years which it would be profitable to mention now.
The church remained closed until the coming of Rev. N. F. Cobleigh in
1882. As far as membership indicates progress the growth of this church
during the pastorate of P. B. Chamberlain was both slow and small. At
the service of organization fifty years ago only seven persons comprised
the list of charter members. Those seven were Mr. Chamberlain and his
wife, Rev. Cushing Eells and his wife and son, and J. W. McKee and
his wife. The last named was a man beyond middle life who was here
for a few years in charge of the general merchandise store of Mr. J. C.
Isaacs; he had been connected with the Congregational churches at San
Francisco and at Portland. All of these persons were devout Christians
and individually had very little need of a church organization; but no
others were found to join them. During the remainder of the year 1865
only four more persons were received into membership; during the year
1866 only five; during 1867 only six; during 1868 five, during 1869 three,
during 1870 three; and so on. During the entire fifteen years of Mr.
Chamberlain’s ministry only sixteen members were taken into the church
by profession of their faith in God, and at the close of his ministry the
names of about twenty remained on the roll. Those were, to be sure, days
of congregations rather than communicants, but his influence was of an-
other sort. He set people to thinking about God, and was universally re-
spected by those who knew him as a man who carried his beliefs to a
great length but himself honestly lived up to those beliefs. He practiced
what he preached, and he would do so if living today.

It is not to be assumed from this narrative that the organization of this
church or the personal influence of its founder was the only or entire cause
of the vigilante movement in this valley, or that the City of Walla Walla
immediately thereafter became a highly moral community without saloons,
gambling devices or other evils. The latter is still “a consummation de-
voutely to be wished.”” But there were many people here then of excellent
character whose moral or religious instincts were strong but who partook
of their frontier environment, and who needed to be stimulated to assert
themselves. And the clear, fearless and forcible preaching of Rev. P. B.
Chamberlain, who was of Puritan stock, was born and educated in New
England, and had come far from what would seem to have been his nat-
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ural sphere of activity, in this the First Congregational Church in the State
of Washington as well as in the City of Walla Walla, contributed much
to that end and to the solid foundations of the commercial, educational and
religious life of this city today. T C. ‘ELLIOTT:




