




















90 F. W. Howay

and forties and amongst other arrivals was Paul Kane, the artist.
He accompanied from Fort William the Hudson’s Bay Company’s
brigade which left that fort in May, 1846. In the course of his
wanderings he reached Fort Victoria in April, 1847. He gives a
lengthy account of these dogs, and the process of manufacture of
the blankets. “The men,” he says, “wear no clothing in summer,
and nothing but a blanket in winter, made either of dog’s hair alone,
or dog’s hair and goosedown mixed, frayed cedar-bark, or wildgoose
skin, like the Chinooks. They have a peculiar breed of small dogs
with long hair of a brownish black and a clear white. These dogs
are bred for clothing purposes. The hair is cut off with a knife
and mixed with goosedown and a little white earth, with a view of
curing the feathers. This is then beaten together with sticks, and
twisted into threads by rubbing it down the thigh with the palm of
the hand, in the same way that a shoemaker forms his waxend, after
which it undergoes a second twisting on a distaff to increase its
firmness. The cedar bark is frayed and twisted into thread in a
similar manner. These threads are then woven into blankets by
a very simple loom of their own contrivance. A single thread is
wound over rollers at the top and bottom of a square frame, so as
to form a continuous woof through which an alternate thread is car-
ried by the hand, and pressed closely together by a sort of wooden
comb; by turning the rollers every part of the woof is brought within
reach of the weaver; by this means a bag is formed, open at each
end, which being cut down makes a square blanket.” *®¢ The wild-
goose skin blankets of the Chinooks to which he refers contained no
dog’s hair. They were fabricated by cutting the goose skin into
strips and twisting them so as to keep the feathers outward. These
feathered cords were then netted together, forming a light but very
warm blanket, a sort of savage eider-down coverlet.

It is quite natural to expect that these unique blankets, of which
the artist has given such a lengthy description, would call forth all
the powers of his brush. Yet one secks in vain amongst the illustra-
tions in his volume for any picture relating to this interesting matter.
Nevertheless, Paul Kane did make it the subject of a most valuable
oil painting, now owned by E. B. Osler, Esq., M.P., of Toronto.
This painting shows in the background an Indian woman busy with
the distaff spinning the wool into yarn; in the middle ground another
woman is at work at the loom; while in the foreground is the little
white dog itself. A copy of this painting is to be found in the

2 Paul Kane, Wanderings of an Artist Among the Indians of North America (London,
1859), pp. 210-211, and p. 184,
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Guide to the Anthropological Collection in Provincial Museum, issued
by the Government of British Columbia in 1909, at page 53.

The most recent reference to these blankets, by one with first-
hand knowledge, which I have met is by the late Alexander Caulfield
Anderson in a document preserved in the Archives of British Columbia,
but it adds nothing to the very full statements already given.

By the time that the gold seekers of 1858 arrived, the natives
appear to have lost the art of weaving these blankets, the blankets
themselves were very scarce and difficult to obtain, and the wonderful
dog had become almost extinct. The late Jonathan Miller, the first
postmaster of the city of Vancouver, B. C., who came to the lower
Fraser in 1862, stated that, soon after his arrival, he was present at
a large potlatch in the vicinity, and that during the ceremonies he
saw one of the actors devour, or pretend to devour, alive, a small,
white, long-haired dog of a species that he had never seen before
amongst them.

This statement he made to Professor Charles Hill-Tout, the well-
known authority on Salish ethnology. No record, verbal or written,
has been encountered relating to the existence of these dogs after
that time.

Several of these blankets are to be seen in the Provincial Museum
of British Columbia; and on page 51 of the Guide, already mentioned,
will be found a reproduction of a very beautiful specimen of this
native work. Dr. C. F. Newcombe, who compiled this volume, gives
on the same page a description of the method of preparing the wool
and manufacturing the blanket, which agrees closely with that of
Paul Kane.

When these references are examined it will appear that the
blankets found in Alaska, along the coast of northern British Co-
lumbia, the Queen Charlotte Islands, as well as those found by
Lewis and Clark at the mouth of the Columbia were made entirely
from the wool of the mountain goat (Haplocerus montanus), but that
those on the southern end of Vancouver Island, the Strait of Juan
de Fuca, Puget Sound, the Gulf of Georgia, and Fraser River were
manufactured, wholly, or in great part, from the fleeces of this strange
and now extinct wool-bearing dog. It is passing strange thus to
find these dogs and these novel blankets confined to the small area
about the Strait of Juan de Fuca, a foreign wedge, as it were, sep-
arating the otherwise continuous line.

Whence came this fleece-bearing dog, and why is it that it was
only found in the locality mentioned? Was it a comparatively recent
arrival, and does that account for its not having become more widely
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diffused? So far as my knowledge goes, no similar animal is to be
found or is known to have existed among the surrounding tribes. One
hesitates to enter into an enquiry which may raise from its grave the
age-old question: Whence came our Indians? That able and scholarly
missionary, the Reverend A. G. Morice, who is more familiar with the
Déné than any other living person has given it as his opinion that
they are probably connected with the so-called “Paleo-Asiatic” peoples
of Northeastern Asia, i. e., the Kamschadales, Tchuktchi, etc.?” De-
scribing the dogs of the Kamschatka, Captain King says: “These dogs
are in shape somewhat like the Pomeranian breed, but considerably
larger.”?® He speaks also of their “melancholy howlings.” Lieutenant
Hooper remarks of the dogs of the Tchuktchi, by him spelled, “Tuski,”
that their bark is a melancholy whine.*® Mr. J. Keast Lord, who was
the naturalist attached to the British North American Boundary Com-
mission, in discussing this question supposes that the dog came from
Japan and adds, “I am informed by a friend who has been there that
the Japanese have a small long-haired dog, usually white, and from
description very analogous to the dog that was shorn by the Indians
of the coast and of Vancouver Island.”®® Is it possible that the coast
Salish may have come from the same region as the Déné and brought
this dog with them? Or may we suppose that at some comparatively
recent date a Japanese junk may have been stranded on the shores
of the Strait of Juan de Fuca or vicinity, as happened in 1834, and
that the original pair from which this strange race of canines sprang,

thus came into their possession?
F. W. Howay.
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