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TE LO OF TTLE I THE OREGO
TRY, 1847-1890*

Th cattlemen ho ploited the open gra land of the Pacific
orth e t in pion r day had numerou en mie. In orne di trict

their herd were thr aten d by predatory animal ; in other poi on
ou plant and rattle nake acted tribute. Moreover, there were
Indian to hom the boundarie of re ervation were not a pri on

all . t time the evidence wa trong that they were killing
hit men' cattle, and th anger of tockmen wa oed hot again t

them. or did thi wrath ub ide when TUmor accu ed the red
m n of etting fire which now and again wept over range in the
lat ummer and early autumn month , de troying the dried gra
relied on for -inter feeding. nd there "ere other grievance to
enrage the cattlem n. pitefully or in defen e of grO\ -ing crop ,
ettler hot do n tre pa ing tock; and brand" and mark- failed

to tay the hand of TU tIer , the bandit of the open pa "ture land .
uch ad er e condition "ere in truth enough to et tockmen by

the ear but their tale of woe i not y tend d.

ore powerful than an of the enemie yet mentioned, more
indicti e than any hich could be enumerat d, if we e. c pt with

th pa ing year the growing number of fann r' and of h epmen,
a winter. Here wa a f man r I ntle _Iy dog in th foot t p

of the cattlem n-capriciou , implacabl , remor ele . Ru-tl r' and
marauding Indian might drive. a perat d to kmen into oroan
ization for If-h Ip; pr datory animal mi rht cau e them to I 0 en
their pur e tring to provid bountic ; 10 from Ioi onou llant
and blackl g might arou th m to adopt tim Iy m a ure' of preven
tion. But none of th n' n<1 r d f ling. of helpl 'n or of
d pair. nly , 'intry 'ind eping 0 r now-eru t d ran ye and
frozen trcam and at r-hol ,threat ning th ir cattl with t tal
d tTUction, could mo th tockmen t pour out th ir oul to th
god hinook, th warm ,\ ind b for \\ has hr ath ic and 'now

• 'I his articl I summary of p rt of h Ilt r e\' n of the nt r" doctoral
di rtallon. entitl d Th Ranue Calli I"J'lSt,y i" the 0,. I/on ON"t" to 1 90. typ·
written copy of bicb 18 depo It d in th '\'idul r Library. liar n.l ni er ity,
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\\ int r I e- of attle in th re on c untry an not, ho\
b "h 11. . plained by reference to act of ad. The cattl m n it
i. tru. uld not ha e pre"\.entcd the coming of winter torm, but
the' could ha"\. made in advance orne provi ion to are f r their
. to k during time of extraordinary tre . Thi a a rule th y
did not do, and the rea on therefor are not difficult to find. m
p titian i' Ie keen in new than in old countrie. Economic re
v I' ~ re Ie eriou on the frontier than in more highly de"\. eloped
region.. :~doreo er, from the day of the earlie t \vhite occupancy
of th Pa ific orthw. t there had been building up a tradition of
mild wint r weath r. Early writing had given currency to the
a. rtiol1 that in regan cattle and other live tack needed no e pecial
are in \\ int r. They could afely range at will. Here indeed, it
ame to be believed, wa a land of promi e. 2 or 1 it altoO"ether

a toni hin that uch belief tended to per i t in the face of the
accumulation of belying id nce. \i inter ea on of unu ual in-
lem ncy c urred a irr gularly that the unwary were thr wn off

th ir guard. " ormal" winter 10 e cattlemen might expect and
ignore. '0 they yielded to the temptation to gamble with fat , and
Ii d on in their delu ion. Of the can equence of their CaUl' e they
w r repeatedly warned. Editor p r i tently lectured them on the
inhumanity and the bad economic of letting cattle uffer or peri h
fr m inatt nti 11, but their effort were largely in vain. Yet hopinO"

r, ali ne I' w re wont to do, they continued to exhort, and
p I' uad u them ~elve after each evere winter that a Ie on had
b n taught. But a late a 1 90 Oregon journali t were admon
i hing r on tockm n. A few relati ely mild winter dulled the
r colle tion of Ie fa arable .ea on , and the warning of the pre

1 toe in th W ekly .\1otmtailLl'Cr (The DaIle, Ore.) of January 6, 1 72. "The
to kmen' Pra 'er," the fir t tanza of' \\hich runs a follow:

,. tockm n' ,od! Thou
To whom \\. 1· y look

And humbly, tru tin bo
In pra er and prai e- HI. T K!

n th el more rely
1 han all the hay nd tra ,

r harley, oat and r e
I'or th propitiou thaw."

<-to al 0, ib d., De mb r 2 , 1 72, "The R n her'/) Pray r," of hi h th la t t 02
1 d folio:



JJ inter Losses of Cattle 5

w re drown d in a ri ing tide of optimism. early as the prIng
of 1 59 on r gon writ r, less optimi tic or perhaps posse sed
of great r di cernment than hi colleagues, declared: "Our farmer

m to learn littl or nothing from e perience, and we don't know
that they e er will."3 Tim abundantly proved the wi dam of thi
utterance.

a one know how many cattle peri hed of winter rigor on the
range of the Oregon country. a careful count wa ever made;
am tockmen knew only aguely how many cattle they owned.

It can not fairly be included in any enumeration of the virtue and
hortcoming of Oregon cattlemen that they kept accurate book',

or e pended time in e olving a y tern of co t accountinu . They
lived before the day of income-tao r turn. The government did
not bother them-why hould they bother them elve'? If they
failed, that wa their own bu ine s. They could begin again.
return of cattle to the county a se or were inaccurately given
from year to year,· a were e timate of winter 10 e formulated
without nice regard to mathematical preci ion. lIen gue ed be
cau e they did not know, and no one can ay whether they gue ~ed

well or ill. everthele, the hi tory of the ranO"e-cattle indu try in
the Pacific orthwe t reveal the fact of heavy, alma t continuou',
winter 10 e e ·tending over a long period. Th e varied from
district to di -trict, and roo e and fell \i ith the vaI);ng inten ity of
winter ea on.. But winter wa ever-threatening: the mo~t r lent
Ie foe known to Oregon tockmen.

In contemporaneou writing and in the r collection of pi
oneer , three winters in the Pacific orth\ e t tand ut a' e."cep-
tionally ever: the ea ons of 1 1-62, 1 0- 1, and 1 -90.
The ewer undoubtedly tim s of wid :pr ad uff rin , att nd d by
appalling 10 e of Ii tock. Becau e of their ,"traor linar)" in
clemency uch winters w r r member d, "hil- other', dama .,ina

but I d va tating, pa d into th limb f forgotten things. Th
wint r of 1846-47 , as \ ithout pr c d nt in th r collecti n of th
old -t Or gonian, but th r gon ountr wa th n y uno and that
. c ptional ason auld t a h no Ie 'on t a new g neration of

frontier m n who kn w nothing of th rigors ther f. In 1 74-T,
(nd again in 187 80, \\ int r w ath r of m r than or tinary in-

3 Or yon Art/us (Or on (ily, Or .), larch 12, 1 59.
4 • e th tat m lit of ttlem n in Tenth "" u. Auric"ltur... Ill, 109 , 1091.
5 A. J.. plawn, Ka.ml·akin, tJ..• La t II ro of th l'akima.s (Portland. Or " c.

1917), J'I). 151.154. 318·323: D. L ))rumheU r... nde Dati" lJr"mh II r T /Is Thrills
of Wester" Trail in 1854 (SIlO\'; n • \Va b" 1925), \>1'. 6165: John . L wr ne • of
Winl(){k. Wa~h., to J. Orin Ohphant, 1· rch 10. 19.?6 (l'lter). Olh r rdcr m' ~ to the
WillI r will 1.1 cil d ht r ftl'r.
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t n itv \\'a . p ri 11 d and veral other wint r brou ht an" iety
and 1 to t kmen. It i not 111 th purpo e of thi pap r to
h 'f that untoward a n~ \ ere a recurr nt menace to the range
attl indu I in the reo-on country but al 0 to make known the

fa t that the to km n of that reo-ion, on idered a a group, uffered
lar p 11l1iary 10 e becau e of inadequate planning or a a re ult

f indiff renee t the n ed of their herd .
\ inter 10 es of live tock were principally due to insufficient

fe d and to lack of water. heavy nowfall was not nece arily
dangerou. Cattle could paw through dry now to the grass beneath.
But altenlate thawing and freezing cau ed an icy crust to form,
and in uch time the cattle on the ranges suffered everely. Where
po ible, they huddled together in sheltered place and were loath
to mo . Even if, a wa sometimes the ca e, hay had been tacked
for 'winter feeding, cattle that were \ idely di persed over the ranges
mi ht have died of tarvation before they could be got to the feeding
pIa e. Frozen watering place inten ified the suffering and in
crea ed the number of ca ualtie. ometime heer expo ure killed
cattle that were fed. In the very nature of things, some destruction
of Ii e tock was inevitable in winters like tho e of 1861-62 and
1 0-81. But it appear that many Oregon cattlemen made little
r no ffort to take care of their herds, and to their indifference and

want of bu ine acumen heavy pecuniary 10 ses and an untold
amount f animal uffering are directly chargeable.

The \ inter of 1 46-47, far-reaching in its deva tation, was the
fir t of that character, a far a i now known, since the beginning

f th r corded hi tory of the Oregon country. It was a revelation
and it hould have been a warning. In January, 1847, the tempera
ture dropped to e en degree below zero in Oregon City, and the
arti t, aul Kan , wr te that the inten e cold had a di a trou

:ff ct on the cattl , \\'hich were tIne r hou ed."6 Hi te timony i
upp rt d by that of mi ionarie and of other per on wh were

th n in r gon. nm \ a deep and till falling in the \Villamette
Tall y on January 15, cattl w r uff ring and dying, and wild

bat w r making (( n id rabl hav " among the herd .7 n
I·, ruary 1 th R r nd org ary wa r liably infoml d that
hundr d f attl ,inc1udin the mo t f "tho which 111 0 r th
111 JUntain in 1 4 J," W r dea 1. tl Ea t of th a 'cad tI untain',
at th mi ionary tation and t • rt 01\ ill , th \\ int r \\ a ~ quaIl)'

• 1l , Walll.' ,i, lJS of UII A,tiJt. . . (1oronto, 19_5), pp. 131.132.
7 .or' (, ry. "1Jlar ," 0, •. Hi t. Quad., • 'IV (D mb r, 1923), 3 7.

J d., p. 3 9.
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if not more ev r. Cattle and horse alike, property of the mi 
,.ionar ,tation of the Hud on' Bay Company, and of the Indian,
succumbed to hunger and cold. The olde t Indians of the country
had no re lle tion of uch terrible " cather; no one wa prepared
for it; th cal ulations of many year were rudely up et.° The canty
record afford n accurate data for an enumeration of live- tock
10 e during that unfavorable ea on, but contemporaneou e ti
mate are not without intere t and value. In fay, 1847, the editor
of the Polynesian) relying upon information brought to him by the
supercargo of the Toulon) informed hi reader of the everity of the
late winter in Oregon. "Much now ha fallen," he wrote, "and in
con equence of the carcity of food and bad \ eather, 6,000 cattle
ha\ e peri hed-a severe 10 to the settler ."10 To thi statement the
editor of the Oregon Spectator took xception. "It i true" he ad
mitt d, "our pa t winter wa 'one of uncommon everity,' but in tead
of 6,000 cattle having peri hed, if a computation could be made, it

ould be found that our 10 did not exceed six hmuired head.Jlll

Rigorou eather, accompanied by los e of live tock, \Va"
e.'perienced in the winters of 1848-49 and 1 49-50 and noticeable
10 were r ported for the winter of 1 52-53 ;1:2 but the cantine s
of the te timony precludes any broad generalization. For the ne. t
i. year the record i bare. But early in the year 1859 cattle were

reported to be dying in large number in we t rn reo-on and in
we tern Wa hington.13 HIt ha b en a t rribI tim on tock," de
clared the Orego'n, Argus, "and vcry many cattle haye died, while
hundred morc are candidat f r the bon ar 1. U \ f w we k
later th editor of th Oregon FlPrmer made an nlight nin addi
tion to the tal of bo inc uff ring in r g n. "I'r m v ry part of
the country w hear of great 10 s of tock-principally attIe,' he
as rt d. HThe long continued rain ather, with In k of food and
helt r ha b en the cau e of much uff ring n th part of poor

9 II. n. ,paldin" to D. Gre ne, Fehru ry 3, 1 47. quote(! by \\'. 1. .\Larshall.
Acq!'iJ"ition of .ort'yon ... (caltl, 1911), IJ, 161; .1 !"ClIS Whitl~d.l to D. ,reent',
Apnl I, .1847, IbId., p. 2~O; u bll1K E 11 to 1>•. (!ret'ne, pnl 6, 1 47, IbId., pp. 260.261;
II. II. Spaldmg to D. Gr~~ne, April 2, 1847, Ibid., p, 164; J ' ~ .\pplt', te to lhom .
Ewbank, Comll\l lOll r of 1'at nt , D..c mh'r 2 , 1 51. n·printcd from tht Riport of the
Commi.~ion r of P tent for 1851, Pt. II, in the On. lIi,st. Qllal't .. . ' . II (June,
1931), 140.

10 Polyn siall (Honolulu), M y 22, 1847.
11 0,. 0011 SPt'Ct<JtOY ( reI{ n 'ity, re.), fune 24, 1 47. Th pr nt writa ha

not found in the p ctator rio r r feren . to th wint r of 1 4 7.
12 J , AppleJ{at to Thomas r whank. 10('. cit... te lirnony of 1>r. \V. F. Tolmi ,

Septtomb r 25, ] 865, in Hvid Ilet' OK tI e Part of the Pug t olmd AllYl uUural Olll/'<J'!',
Claimafl.ts, (n. p., J~. d.), p. 126; tt ·timonl of "imp on P. M,oses, In The !JvIIJnlL'c (0"
the UtIItl'd tat S In the latte,. of th lal/ll of tht' PIlQt't olllld AOIl ",UIlrnl (0.
• . • (Wa binJ{ton, 11:l67), p. 249; Itl/HOlly of bh.. anl I. lien. ibid., p. 301.

13 Pwn rand VemoC/at (Olyll\JlI ,\Vash.), 1arch 25, 1 59; Oregon tIIY.IS, .lar h
26, 1859; lJ,.itish Colo11ut ( I loria, .1,), larch 19, 1859.

14 O,.eoon Ar(Ju, March 12, 1859.
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dumb animals an i a gT at los t tl1 . to k-gro\\ r f{ n rally
th1' twh ut th \ illam tt, Vall 1I \ 1 ng \i ill hi pIc 11 of

rai ino- sto h. \\ ithout . h from th leI bla t f wint r, and
with ut i d, ntinu l' ('11? ot long', think, ho lid

a h . ue di 19' \\ int l' b pa 1. \ h n 1I1 a numl f th
Farmer lao t £all,,, c. 1 r II' t e th \ 'int riner k
\\,ith ut h Iter la", d a. to animal '\\' littl h it

an att mpt t shi lith 111 from an rd a1 a many w r
c mI 11 d t pa. thr u h. \\~ hay 1 '11 inf nn 1 tint in m
~e ti n , 11 ady, or quit (11 >-fourth, he cl eli d in th la t two 111 nth

-th g-reate1' p rti n ".. \\ h n . to k \\ II pr t d
ir m th 1d and \\. t, th Y [. ic] I' lUll' mu h 1 fo i an I th r

i' eco 11 0 11l}' in it. \\' tru t t c tl1 > lay in r g-on wh n ur to k

\\,ill be :0 impr \ d that th am im' tm nt "ill I f 1 in half tIll'

number £ 111 uth that are n w f

Th "'inter f 1 1- .. \\a I I' \\' r·t in th hi t ry
the Pacific .L orthwe.1. F I' f w 1I1 annal i th r ,-

on country i· th \ idenc m l' a un ant . ati fa t ry t th
~

.,tudent of hi ton'. ~ 1 n \\ the n f th

di a tel'. ircum tanc f l' nc a r uerht th u t nnr\'

e.'tra\'ao-ance of fr nti r j urnali 111 int tantia1 a r 111 nt wit 1

the fact ~ ... ew pal r a c unt ar 1'1' brat d ffi ial l' p rt

and by cantemp ran 'au. writin n tint n I d f r pllbli ati n. 1 "

To reproduc in full the re ord. f that \\ int 'r w uld t

a olume. The ff t 11 th Iiy -. t k indu try rna' a ih· b . II r-

mi ed. ptirni ti a l' r p rha laz an 1ympia n \\ -

paper put it17_th to km n had mad 1ittl> I rovi n f I' th'

winter 11 ed of th ir Ii" k. p n 0\ '1' d th arth, an
the watering pIa £roz 0\ r. V ry I \\ t'1111 1'atur w r l'

tered, and by January, 1 ).. , attIc \\ r lit 'rally I by th 11-

sand. 1 In all the ttl d parh of til Pa if! ortl1w t \\ t I'll

15 Or flail J'allll r (Portland. Or .,), Apnl, 1 59, p. 136.
16 On tbi ubjcct e '. pt:"hlly th> hie of rh follow In , nl \. p.lll-r IIIII " ri 11.

al : Ov('-/und l!rcss (OIYIIlIJlaj \\'a h.); If a 1i1l1(/tO/I tate H\(//I (\\'Hlla \\ ,lIh, \' h.);
Weell!:> OYl'!lOIlUl1l (jJortland, Ore); OrCI/OII FatlllN (Portlan(l Or.)' Utili II (olol1'st
( ictona, '.1.; If'uslritlytotl SlclItluu! (Olyml/ia, \\"1 h.). l l'ful info'rmatlOlI may al 0
he oLtauH:d from John O\\t'n, 71r. JOlIn als ulId Lett r of lajol 10h/l 0 .. ('11 (.'ew
York, 1927), J, 23 -251; (,ran illt: .luart, rorly Y, ats 011 th F,ollti.., • .• Ie e.
land, 1925), J, 196·298; A. 1. • pla\ n, Ka /IIi-alall, IJI'. 151.152; U.. 1. ))rulllhdler, "Uncle
DatI" IJY~~IIlIrt'/t('r Tells Thrill.. of 1'f.'('~tC1f1.Traits ill 1~54, pp. ld.GS: II/II. tnrt d lJistOI.V
of Klull/tat, Yalllma, and I lttl/as (Olllltll'S . . . (Jnlll starl' Publi,bing • mp<lny,
1904), I)P. 95-97; N vel/ron HuonJs (Wa hinglon, 1897), .. l/"it· ... J, L, 1'1. I, pp. 830 800,
885,.886; Jame \ 'att, of 'beney, \Va h., to J. Orin\ Obphalll, J lIluary 3, L9~6 (un.
puhb heel talenlenl).

17 Ovedalld Pre s, I:'bruary 2, 1862.
18 1~1 Jallu' ry, .1862, th t'lIlJleratulc wa at t \enty·nine ut: 'rees h low ler in

Walla \\ alia. j,Vashllllllon tateslllull, fal U<lry 25, 1802. 1h jount.1 of P. \V \\ rn.n ...
how~ that the t IDperature ran'l·d from thirty to thlrty.thn:e degree belo lel"O at
OIVIIlt:, \Va h., January 15,18, 1 62. P. \ . \Vinan, tet'l'lIS (Olwt)', U aslrillytol :
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r gon, we tern Wa hington, ancouvcr I land, ea tern regon,
and ea tern Wa. hington -a gr at trag dy wa witne ed. 11l And
farther ea tward, in the Bitter R ot and Deer Lodge Valley, cattle
in unprecedented llumb r. uc umbed to the hard hips of winter. 21l

It wa a serted that nearly all the cattle which had been driven from
the \Villamette alley into the Walla \Valla country late in the pre
ceding autumn had perished. 21 prinotime brought a gha tly ight
to view. The decaying bodies of cattle polluted the air of the
\ aHa \ alIa alley. "Whose duty is it to abate the nui ances that
bound on every hand about the whole valley in the hape of dead

cattle?" the editor of the Washington Statesman wa a ked by a
carre pondent, in March, 1862. "You cannot walk out one thou and
yard from the main treet of \Valla Walla but you encounter the
fe terinO" and decaying carcas e of animal ."22 The editor of the
Statesman admitted that the nui ance should be abated,23 but three
\\'eek~ later the health of the re ident of Walla \ alla wa till
menaced by the e unburied bodies.24 ur ly, a the editor of the
Statesman had previously a erted, the experience of that winter
"furni hed ufficient argument to induce preparation hereafter, if
like ree ult would be avoided."2~ In the autumn of 1 62 the Ore
gon Fanner declared that the boa t of the early pioneer -that cattle
in Oregon needed no winter car was desproved.20 Yet the pre ent
writer ha di covered little evidence to warrant the belief that tock
men in general in the Oregon country profited by the experience of

Its Creation. Addition. SlIbtraction, a,d Divi. ioll, .US. Library of the State . 'ormal
chool. Cheney, Wa ·h.), p. 4. For forty days the temperature varied from five to

twenty <leg-ree below zero at The ])alll' • Ore. RebrlfioJl Records, erie T. L. Pt. I.
p. 86l.

]9 Weeki... Oyeqo'l;m•• Tanuary 25. Fehruary 1. Fehruary 15. Fel,ruary 22. 1 62:
Oreaon Farmer, April 1. 1862. 1>. 128: o"til·West (Port Townsend, \Va,h.). t. rch 22,
1862: British Colonist, March 24, 1 62: H'ashillgtol1 Statesmml, ]anuar 25. February 22.
1862: H!aslJi,I(Jtoll Statlc/arrl, March 29. 1862; report" of the 3j;!cnt ab the matilla and
"arm Spring Indian Re<;er ation.. in the Rt:port of the ommi. ,ioner of Indlan .\f
fair, 1862, 37th ong" 3d Se " 11. Ex. Doc. No. I, II, 413. 435.

20 Wasllingtoll Statesmall, April 12. 1 62, rcporting an inten'iep with a man who
had r cently arrivl·rl from Liputenant. Tohn Mullan' ommand: John wen, o/'. cit., I,
238-251; I.ranvill,' • tU3rt./ oP. 6t., T. 196-19 • 200.

21 H/asltil1{Jtoll tatesma1l, January 25. ] 62. "The unprecedented everity of the
wint r and the inAu' of str3ng,'r, has de<;tro)'cd • nd consum d nearly e\'erylhin in the
.ounlry. , 'co rly all the attic have or will die b fore ;,pring. Many men who h d at
the ueginning of winter from 300 to 400 head have not no \' over fifty or ,th' ltv,ln •
Fr ,11 m ...at lI1U~1 be very ,carce here in pI ing, The heef con umed by the ',rn on
at lhi tim would 1I0t 1>......"ten by the poorer d." of 'an Franei co. It lIlul b \ or'e
in a month from this tim, and I doubt ry much if it can II> h, d at all." Lieut.- 01.
H. Le • I:'ort \\'al1a \\'alla. to Brig. (;.. n. :eor· ... \\'right, S 1I Frallci o. ] nu.\Ty .? •
1862, in RebelliolL R cords, S rie I, L. Pt. I. p. 30.

22 L tl r <;iJ.{Jl d "Oe a ional." \\'alla \\',11•• ~f relt 25, 1 '6.?, ill the Washi" tun
Statesmntl, \1 arch 29, 1862,

23 WaslIilll)toll Stili Sillall, Mar'h 20. 1 62.
24 " f,-diru ," Wnlllll( from '\ ·plot·vill.... pril 10. 1 62," III lhe 11'0,lIi,I/lo, • t t s·

lila II, April 19, ] 62.
25 U'asltilll/ioll )tnteslIIllll. January 25. 1862. Other jOUlnah . hieh de lared that

III 10 t III the "inl"r of 11l61·6~ 'H'I,' tlue 10 inatlequatl' pI p.lrltlon " r,' th Ot't1r.
IIUld P,' '. j'dJTuar 2. 1 (;2:\ th ... JJlItull 0101 "t. hl\ual Y 29, 1 6.? 1111 th· Or /Ol~
Farm Y, /. hYlHl/l' I, 1862, pp. 7. 93.

26 Or I/O" bunnrr. Odobu 1. 1862. tl. .? .
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th vinter of 1861-62. Few of them were a fore i hted as F.
Thorp, ho in 1862 accumulated tack of hay on hi ranch in the

a ima \ alley. Five years later the e tack tood intact. The in
tcn ening ,,,,inters had not required feedino-. 27

For a full decade after the winter of 1861-62 the Pacific orth
~ twa visited by no winter comparable in severity with that which
ha just been described, and stockmen were encouraged to persist
in their careless habits. It is true that adver e weather wa experi
enced in eastern Oregon, southern Idaho, and parts of ea tern VVash
ington in the winter of 1864-65, but the losses suffered by cattle
men generally did not approach those of the winter of 1861-62.2

rise in the price of cattle was reported in the \Valla "Valla Vallcy
at the beginning of March, 1865, and thi wa attributed to the fact
that many cattle had died during the precedino- winter "in the val
l ys east of the mountains."29 In the following winter extreme
weath r attended by some loss of live tock, was reported from the
Grande Ronde and Powder River Valley, but apparently there was
little or no destruction of cattle in the Yakima Valley or in other
ar a of the intermountain region.30 During the next five years one
n ounters only sporadic references to winter losses of live stock in

th Oregon country, while newspaper comment on the mildness of
th winters are numerous.

The winter of 1871-72 was, however, one of more than ordinary
111 I meney. In the first issue of hi new paper in 1872 the editor
of th rVeekly 1I1ountaineer declared:" p to the present time this
ha proved to be the mo t severe winter we have had in Ea tern
Or gon ince the never-to-be-forgotten winter of 1861-62."31 Cattle
\\ hi h had been taken in the preceding autumn from the Willamette
'all y to Klickitat County, \Vashington Territory, were dying rap

idl) b th fir t of February.32 Killing weather was experienced
in the Yakima and Kittitas Valleys, in the Palouse country, in outh

t rn \Va hington, in ea tern Oregon, and in the nake River Val
le 111 Idaho.33 The 10 e were, however, not 0 great a they had

27 ]. Ro Bro. 'ne, }Repol't of J. Ross Blowne Ol~ the 'Mineral Resour.-es of the
tat and Terntones U st of the Rocky Mountains (\Va hington, 186 ), p. 553.

. 2 WalJa Walla Stat sman, January 6, March 31, April 7, April 28, 1865; Wash
I_Uton • tandal'd, Febr~ary 11, 1 65, quoting- the Boi e:: Statesman of January 13 1865.

bell'lon Records. ene. T, L, Pt. J, p. 400. '
_9 IValla Walla Statesman, March 3, 1865. It i not clear hether the writer

rdtr. to the a ad Mountain or to the Blue fountain.
o Walla Wt;llla tlftesman)... Tan~ary 5, Janu ry 12, 1 66, reporting interview with

. pr ;; men: p'anfic Tr.tblill (ulyrnpla, "Va h.), March 17, 1 66. There:: a orne 10::.::.
f 11 t: • t k In the Bitter Root alley. John en, op. ·t., II, 19.

1 U- 1 M 1< t !t1 N, Tanuary 6, 1 72.
lid.. bru r • 1 72.

)
U lla Ualla L"O'. ebruary 17, Mar 16,17_: 17l nette Farnltf (~I~m.

r ,) I r • J nu r)i - , febru ry 3, Fe ru 17 r h 9 1 7?' Id ho :n l I
t I ) I 7" A f ,. -. ••n, "' _J r Y, 1 _. c: • year t e rtter oil te 1 the:: re il1l en e
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b en 111 the t rrible winter a decade earlier. The cold wa Ie in
ten and in orne di trict feed had been provided for live tock. I

ne i puzzled by the c ntradictory te timony, but the ne\! paper
~pace de 'oted to the ubject of winter indicate a wide pread feeling

f an.-iety. Lo e in the aggregate were undoubtedly large. gain
editorial voice were lifted in plea for more humane treatment of
live tock. The Ie on of the winter wa aid to be, "Cut hay and
put up hed ."35 But a feeling that he wa pleading a 10 t cause
eemed to po se the mind of the editor of the rVillamette Fan-ner,

for, turning away from his prediction of heavy los es, he exclaimed:
" nd yet notwith tanding all this 10 s, give u three good mild win
ters and we will find hundred of people ru hing off to the e great
public pa ture to rai e cattle and heep without hay or shelter in
the winter. 36

For nine year follo\! ing the winter of 1871-72 the curve of
winter 10 es of cattle ro e and fell. From the te timony available,
it appear to be fairly certain that the los e \i ere localized until the
winter of 1874-75.37 fter that ea on there followed four winter'
of relatively mild weather. Here and there, of cour e, cattle died
from lack of attention,3 but if the average winter 10 of a county
or of a di trict did not e ceed ten per cent, the outcome wa not
con idered bad. For the winter of 1878-79 it wa e timated that the
los es in Walla \Valla County would total not quite ten per cent;
heavier 10 e were thought to have occurred in the Palou e and
Crab Creek di tricts, north of the nake River.30 The followin
winter brought inten ely cold weather to e eral di trict in the
tate and territorie we t of the Rock ountain , 0 but wh n it

F bruary 3, 1 72.

U ~d upon careful e. min.llion of the fil of n

uth rn rej:(on in th wint r of 1 7-·76. ...e lluot lIOn
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apr ar d that th 1 ~ f attl in al ima ounty would probably
lirrhtl . 1 . than t n p r c nt, th r wa r joi ing. "Thi i re

markably liO"ht," ,uIt d the dit I' f th Yakim,a Record} "and we
n ratulate ur, to 1- rai er . 41 n heart had become hard-

ned to th ir \\"n p uniary misf rtun a well a to th uffering

f their h I'd

But b for th decad of th se enties had half pent it elf the
winter of 1 74-75 broke with fury over the Pacific orthwe 1.

Iany letter emanatinO" from widely eparated communitie found
their way into the column of the new paper and kept the country
informed of the tate of the weather.42 They revealed a growing
anxiety 'which no preten e of optimi m could conceal. t the out-
et it appeared that the corre pondent wavered between the de ire

to tell the truth and the wi h to escape the charge of pe simi m.
Perhap the rapid march of events made an accurate de cription of
one day a fal e account of the next. But gradually certain fact
became obviou. In ome localitie~ the snow was deep, and cattle
were dying for the want of feed ;43' el ewhere, streams and other
watering places were frozen over, and cattle were succumbing to
thir 1.44 The nake River Valley, which heretofore had been reck
oned a winter paradi e for live stock, was fast in the deadly clutch
of winter. Cattle were perishing everywhere from Fort Hall to the
mouth of the Snake.45 In that area scavengers grew proficient in
reaping a grim harve t. "Up on Snake River some people are trying
to make the be t of a hard winter, and are now making good wao-e
kinning dead cattle," the Weekly ]y[ountaineer averred, in March,

1875. "They have a quicker process than is usually employed, they
tie the head of the dead animal to a stake driven in the ground, cut
the kin around the neck and rip the hide open down the leo- and
belly, then hitch a pan of hor e to the skin at the neck, and in a
minute pull it clean off, quick rand ea ier than any other way. T\','o

41 Yalmna Record, Mar h20, 1880.
42 Willamette Farmer ( up~lt:ment), .March 51 1875: ibid., 1arch 12, 1875; ibid.

( upplement), March 26, 1875;, tbtd., April 2 ,Apnl 9, 1875' Walla Walla Union Feb.
ruary 6, 1875, quotin' a letter from~Kittitas; Wcek/:v Int~lligencer ( eattle, \'Ia h.),
Mar h 6, 1875, quotm/{ a letter from E. T. Boyles, akima ity.

43 Northwestern Farmer. ( Iympia, Wash.), F bruary 27, 1875, quoting the ~Valla
Walla U1~tOn; '.11eellty I!ltet110encer, March 6, 1875, quoting from th ~·Valla tatesman
an 1I11t'rvu'w wl1h W. . Malloy, a stockman who haJ just returneJ from the range
north of th • nak RIver.

44 Walla. 111alla 11ion, February. 13, 1875, reporting an int rview with J0 eph Free.
man, a prornlllent attleman f \Vashmgton T rritory.

45 vValla Walla n1011, l·ebruary.13, 1875;. lett r from . M. Allen, Kay reek,
a 0 ounty, Ore, Apnl .5, 1875. 111 th· H tt~al~lette Farmer, pnl 23, 1875 (supple

rn nt). .Ir. Allen, who tlld that he had live' III that ollntry throug-h fi e winter
tl~ I.ar d that t~ttlt 10 <: .in tht: wll1ter of 187475. were gr ,ter than some pers n' w r~

111111' t~ admIt. J I 1J bevel! that no harder wmt r had b en e. p rtenceu in eastern
Or '011 U1te 186)-62.
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m 11 with a ~pan f hor. e an make 20 a day in thi way."" E ti
mate of I . e arying from ten to fifty per ent w r made for
ev ral localiti:n Tothing d finite wa known e.' pt that 10 e
~. r light wher cattl had recei ed pr per attention and heavy

wher they had b en left to their own devi e . . u ual, many
cattl men had tm ted to luck and had made no provi ion for winter
feeding. Editorial ad ice issued in plentiful mea ure from the
new paper pre e of the country. The evil of keeping larger herd
than could be properly cared for wa taken by the lValla TVaUa
Union as a text for a sermon! and appeal to principles of human
ity and to motive of elf-interest were made by the Idaho Tri
IVeekly Statesman and the ~ViUanzette Famer. 40 But there i little
or no evidence that the e effort were fruitful. The return of mild
weather lulled mo t of the stockmen into the feeling of ecurity
from which a little while before they had be n rudely haken. The
old way were continued. In truth, the memory of the avera e
cattleman wa hort, and the train of hi thought eemed at time
to run counter to common en e.

The' inter of 1880-81 wa comparable in everity with that of
1861-62. Like it predece or of nineteen year before, it wa~ uni
formly rigorou over wide area. There came a heavy fall of n w

which, in many di trict at lea -t, partially melted and cru ted over.50

This wa di a trou to live stock. "The unfortunate heep and attle
tried in vain to cratch through the icy cru t and di d of tarvation
within but a few inche f their food," wrote an b rver.:a "'at r
ing place froze. attle of the white men and of the Indian: w nt
down, frequently in heap., n v r to ri a ain. F d which had
been tored up by ome to kmen ga ut and n rally ould n t be
r plac I, ev n at e 'orbitant price'; tar ina attl w r ffer d for
'ale at buyer ' pri e , but there were 110 buy r:.::':1 "Th r l' n u·
of d nying or trying t nceal th fact that larg numb r of 'aul .
hor. ., and h ep hay p ri h d and v,,'ill p ri:h in a t rn \'a.h-
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111 nand r n thi winter f r la k of f ed and helt r" the
H (llla Tralla l1iol1 tated, in January 1 1.1 r the wint r wore

n th . t nt f the di a ter became di tre ing. Corre pondent
fltm fr 111 ule di tri t and tra 'eIler making their way through

th untry r p rted ha tly tale of dead and of dying cattle. The e
,'er pread broadca t by the new paper .54 Few indeed

th r ion of the Pacific orthwe t that did not report heavy
I e in that \ ·int r."':i nd the everity of that eason wa felt
v n be 'and th boundarie of the Oregon country.56 Cattle which

had h n dri en out of Oregon and \Vashington peri hed by the
hundr d in ..llontana.:;7 \ e t of the Rockie the disa ter would
ha be n v n greater than it wa had not the ummer of 1880
\\ itn ed th larg t of all cattle drive from the orthwest to land
ea t 'anI of the continental divide. 1 But there wa tragedy enough
in all on I n \Vinter' pa ing di do ed cenes like those of
1 2 r oIl ction f which were till i id in the memories of the
old r pi ne r of the r gon country. Putrefying carcasses defiled
th balm' air f prin ime,5 and in akima City a public meeting

a all~d to dim an of getting rid of the dead cattle.60 gain
th "ord f a familiar ong were chanted by new paper editors and
on lund nt , I robabl} with the momentary approval of stock

111 n. 111 But, h th r the "I 'on" of 18 -81 wa to be more bene
fi ial than that f pr c ding \\ inter wa a ecret till locked up in
th bu. m of time.

d r

h th 10' e of 1 0-81 had been, the ituation
r d p rate for the cattlemen who emerged from
om cattle ali e or with their credit unimpaired.
r ri ina in the Pacific orth\ e t; the year of

db,. Ea't vard movement of live tock and
"'

53 Quoted by the Palouse Gazette, January 28, 188!.
54 W~tlamette Farmer, February II, March 4, 1881, publishing letters from Oregon

and ~'a hmgton ~orresp0I?-dents; letter from the Kittitas Valley, March 30, 1881, m the
Mormng OrefJoman, Apr:l 13, 1881; North:West Tribune (Cheney, \Va h.), February
4, 1. 1, quotmg the Lewiston Teller; Mormng Oregonian, larch 24, 1881, quotmg the
Yahma Record; F. H. Cook's report of a trip through the Yakima Valley, Spokal~
Times, June 16, 1 81.

55 Lo se in the Colville Valley, Vv'ashington, were reported to have been insignifi-
cant. e new -letter from Fort Colville, April 13, 1881, in the • pokall Times, April

1, 1 1. Thl report was exceptional.
56 n 10 e of cattle in Colorado, \Vyoming, Montana, and • 'ev da, ee Tenth

C n'u , Agnculture, III. 1005. 101 , 1025, 1058.
7 'ee, an article entitled " t<?ck Losses in Montana," ba ed upon a letter received

from E. G. Brooks, who had dnven cattle from the re on country into Montana.
• rtJ.·~,V st Tnbun, Apnl 29, 1 1.

- J. rin Ohphant, Th Range Cattle Industry of the Oregol COUI try to 1 9 ,
., <.:h p. .

9 1o'Yt.itl!J Or gonian, Mar h 29, 18 1, reporting the ituation t Pendleton, Ore.
o. from \ akim ount. in the ~j:'alla Walla L I ,.1ar h 19, 1 1.

1 "A Littl... AdVl e to the Provident," Yakin a R 0 • limu r __ , 1 1; The
h 'Y (P rtl d, Or .), bruary, 18 1. p. 35: P °t pi t ~p t h ity,

),. u..ry _-, 1 1; Morning OrelJonian, April 1 , 1 1. "1 en n th r 1
to 0 no I or attle th n I could take care of." pl on. -/I /, 1', 31
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th t nn of winter had wiI d ut an marra' in urplu. n
the high plain the cattle indu try wa bo mineT, and hop b n
to tir a ain in the heart of tockmen who recently had e n t1 i
f rtune wept away. \\1 ithin a few year, it i aid, Benjamin E.
.. nipe long a "cattle king" of the Oregon country, had built up
new fortune. 6

' Late in the \vinter of 1 2- 3 he wa rep rted t
be at hi ranch on the lower Yakima River, "lookin after th \v 1
fare of hi tack." By the arne authority it "a a erted that .I. Ir.

nipe , who not only had "cattle upon a thou and hill ' but al'o 'e.
goodly number down in the canyon,' ne er became too rich t tay
near them and protect them in their hour of ne d. 5 H wa a
tockman of e. traordinarily g ad judgment.

For a few year after 1 1 cattle far d rea onably well in th
Pacific orthwe t. The pre ure on orne of the rang . had b n
can iderably reduced, a fact of e pecial ignificance ince the cattl
pa ture in everal di trict "'ere rapidly hrinkin before the ad
vanc f heepm n and of famler .:5 There were ome 10 e in
the winter of 1 2- 3, but no wid . pread di a ter. 'In th vicinity
of th 111 uth of the akima River the 10 of cattle ha not b n
to .'ceed thr e pre nt, by rea on of th c Id thi winter," declared
th } akima igllal, in larch, 1 3. "On the Indian re ervation th
10 ha been mu h greater. P rhap mu h of the 10 wa. oc-
a i ned by th fr zen condition of th watering place ."61 .. t k

111 n of the 'akima 'alley \\er aid to have profited by the . p ri
enc acquired two year b f re;6 yet the continuing general n 
Ii n of cattlemen in th Pacific Torthw t prompted th Yakima
Record to nd r e an ditorial in which the Portland 1ews had
c. pr ed urpri at the .-t nt of the cattlemen' improvid nc an
r . al 1 bewilderm nt that the di ea ter of 1 0- 1 had n
lightl} r erard d. "The TN. 'S i ri ht," affinn d th Record, , n
th c rd for \' ar ha end avored to induc our fann f t
all t a more pr ·id l1t P Ii y. HO\ 'e\, r, it i I ibl
i th 1 t a h r. Th 10 f t' or thr 'int 'f

1 1 h dade of th i ht" rna .
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cl e how r without 1 aving in it. wak videnc £ "icl pread
animal d tnt tion. 111e 10 ,of cattl in Idah "ere reported
for the winter of 1 - 7 and the L n Teller} ,"a prated be-
cau e cattle had b en all \ d t die f tarvation, xpr s eel a wi h
for a law that w uld 01111 el ry t kman to put up hay a lequate
to the need of hi Ii to k during th winter month .70 The re
gan country in general a fortunate in that winter; in ntana
and in other reaion a tward of th R ki live- t ck 10 e were
expre ed in larae firur 71

The tran ition from the decade of the eighti to that of the
ninetie wa marked in the Pacific orth\ e t by inclem nt w ather
which took a heavy toll of live tack. The tragedy of 1 80- 1 wa
re-enacted. Inadequate provi ion had been made f r winter care,
although it wa plain to one who had eye to see than range f ed had
become dangerou ly hart. The dry ummer and autumn f 1 9
\,-ere followed by heavy snowfalls, and the farming population re
joiced at the pro pect of good crop in 1890.72 But for the owner of
live tack which mu t range at large there could be no f eling ave
tho e of anxiety and sorrow. If the number of cattle \ hich peri hed
on unfenced pa ture lands in that winter was smaller than the num
ber which died in 1880-81, it was because there were fe\ er attle
running at large in the later than in the earlier winter. et in pro
portion to the number in the country the destruction \ a ery great.
Killing weather was experienced everywhere.73 The diary of Bene
dict Gubser recites a dismal story of suffering and of death in the
Okanogan Valley.74 It was believed that half of the e timated twen
ty thousand head of range cattle in the Yakima alle peri h d,Hi

and on the open spaces of the Big Bend country Ii e tack died by
hundreds. 7G Some of the cattle which p ri hed in th latt r ar a

70 Teller (Lewiston, Ida.), February 17, 1887.
71 National Liv.e-Stock lournal (Chicago, II!.), January- 1ay. I 7 (weekly edition);

Spokane Falls ReVIew ( pokane Falls, \Va h.), March 10, 1 87; orth-West TriblHle,
April 7, 1887, quoting the Helena Independent; ocgood, The Day of the lattlclIlaH, pp.
220-221.

72 Illustrated lfistory 9f Klickitat, Yakima and Kittitas ComIties, p. ~53, quoting
the. Ell,~n burg Capttal, Apnl 10, 1890; Teller, August 8, 1 9; Eleventh en us, "Irri
gatIon, III, 207, 211; Spokane Falls Dail), Chronicle ( pokane F 11-, \\fa h.), ~1arch
17, 1890 (dispatch from Almira, Wash.); th governor or Idaho to the ecretary of the
Interior, 1890, 51st ong., 2d Se s., H. Ex. Doc. No. I, llI, 544.

73 See ~ote. 72. on.sul.t also I1l1lStrated Ilistory of the Big Belld o1l11try . . .
(Western Hlstoncal Pubbshll1g 0., 1904), p. 92, quoting the LinCOln olmtv Times
(Davenpo~t, Wash.), . March 7, 1890; special orrt;spond nee from The Daile, . re., to
the Mormng Oreyonwn, quoted by ~he Cheney Ente'yprise ( heney, \Vash.), March 6,
1890; files of the S polwne Falls Revtew and of The pokesman, newspapers of 'pokane
Falls, Wash., January-March, 1890.

74 Excerpt from this diarY] are published in 1limpses of Pioneer Life (Okallogan
Independent, Okanogan, Wash., 1924), pp. 104-106.

75 I/11utrated History of Klickitat, Yakima and Kittitas otmties, p. 1 I, l!uoting
the Yalwna H,erald, Mar~h 6, 1890. ~nother estimate put the loss at "thre -quarter of
a~l :~t cattle 111 the YakIma ountry. Idaho Wl'l'kly tatesman, pril 12, I 0 (e. tra

76 John . Lawr ne to J. Orin liphant, March 10, 1926 (lett r). Se I 0
rd rences in ot s 72 and 73. a
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had r c ntl be n driven in from reg n, and in re pect of their
own r on man hinted at what many another probably wa think
ing: it el ed th intruder right. 77 In Idaho tockmen 'uffered a
ever blow, the immediate reaction to which wa di cIo ed a few

month later when the governor of that territory reported to the
ecretar of the Interior that those engaged "in thi bu ine are

now guarding against future heavy losse by providing winter
feed.'"

* * *
Within the brief compa of a few page there ha unfolded to

our vi ion the outline of the history of winter 10 se of cattle in the
Pacific orth\ve t during a period of more than forty year. ince
journali t of that region have furni hed many of the original
ources from which this tragic narrative has been written, it i

fitting that what i offered by way of a concIudinO" ob ervation
hould be drawn from an editorial publi hed in an Oregon maga

zine. "The winter just past, while hard on the tock interests ea t
of the Cascade mountains, was not without a les on that can be
turned to profit on the ranges. The range tock bu ine mu t be
more carefully conducted. The recent 10 e ,ere owing more to
mi management on the part of those having the care of tock than
to the severity of the weather. Last fall grazing wa poor and tock
wa in bad condition to tart in the winter. In tead of pr vidinO"
food for their animal mo t tockmen tru ted to luck to get through
the winter without hea y 10 . But the winter wa of e. ceptional
. everity, and, while stock properly cared for got thr ugh in rea: n
ably good condition, that left to hift for it 1£ uffered eyerely.

But, a a re uIt, better provi i n will h raft r b made
for u taining tock on the range , and th ton of th bu ~in: will
be appreciably improved. To properly f ed and t nd . t ck i
cheaper than to uff r th 10 es in itabl fr m car 1 . tr atm nt.

Th experienc of th pa t ~ int r vill t nd to cur that
car in th future."111 Thi v a publi hed in th . prin of 1 , but
th . ntim nt thereof wa at lea. tag n rati n Id.

]. RL' 1.11'11 T

Antio h 'olleg

77 ..Mr. rlluhart of rquhart Bro'.... (JlIolt'd h) J h fOk sm "
p. 6. '1 h rCJuh rt IJrotha Wl'r • to kmt'n of til Hi, 1\ III ·olllllry.

78 51 t on '.• 2d • ., 1I. bx. J)IJ • No.1, • Ill. 544.
79 Til W thor (Polllall.!. ft'.). tare h 22. 18\10, p. j t>

J reh 9, 1
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