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human quality of the man that stands out with no hidden sneer to
mark his frailties.

The guiding principle of treatment during the war period up
to the decisive victory at Yorktown lies in Washington’s heroic self-
discipline in his suffering. Says the author (p. 261): “Everyone
of these battles represents a significant step in his development.
For indeed, our own experience at the front gives us men of the
present day a better understanding of Washington and the trials
of his campaigns than the old biographers, who saw in war only
the heroic glamor and the glorious results of victory. Perhaps we
in Germany who have been so severely tried in our war-ridden
fatherland are in a particular way better prepared than even his
own countrymen to understand the bitterness and the harrowing
care of those long campaigns.”

For the third period, during Washington’s leadership in peace,
it is the forbearance and restraint, it is above all Washington’s faith
and hope in the new democracy that impresses itself upon the reader.
One feels the German author is addressing his countrymen with a
message of faith in a brighter future and is pointing to a day full
of promise for Germany—to come only after much suffering and
weariness. Of Washington he concludes (p. 362): “A life rich

in blessings. To the superficial eye, a series of successes . . .; to
the close observer, a concatination of never ending difficulties and
perplexities . . . . A life of toil and weariness, pregnant with im-

pending tragedy. There were few days in Washington’s life when
he was free from the haunting passion for better things; few, per-
haps none, when he might have acknowledged the bliss of content-
ment.”

This Life is a splendid tribute to Washington’s memory and a
most timely contribution to the bi-centenary we are about to cele-

brate.
E. O. ECKELMAN

The Story of Seattle. By RoBerta FrYE Warr. (Seattle: Low-
man and Hanford Company, 1931. Pp. 387. $5.00.)

Her grandfather, Arthur A. Denny, leader of the original col-
ony of twelve adults and twelve children, from which the City of
Seattle has grown, wrote a book called Pioneer Days on Puget
Sound. It was a tiny book. The author so loathed boastfulness that
he boiled down his facts to the exclusion of adjectives and color.
And now, Mrs. Watt has rendered a real service by retelling the
story in ampler form using all the dependable sources of family rec-
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ords, memories and observations. Her approach and her achieve-
ment are exactly correct for the needed purpose. Read this con-
cluding paragraph of her “Introduction™:

“I have not tried to write a formal history; that has already
been done, but I have tried to write of the romance and of the heart
throbs that mingle with the sterner facts. May it be an inspiration
to all when life presses hard.”

The heart throbs are here and the sterner facts as well. They
are woven together in such a cordial, friendly way that every reader
will feel like a member of her family. While naturally most familiar
with the Denny family, she by no means neglects the others and also
expresses the hope that representatives of those other families will
record their memories and experiences.

From her grandfather’s diary she starts with the overland
journey and closes that chapter with one more heart throb that re-
veals the home-like style of the whole book as follows:

“An amusing story with a note of pathos is told of that trying
time. Arthur Denny and his wife shook from ague on alternate
days. On his free day Mr. Denny would supply his wife with wood
and water and food enough to last over his sick day. Thus they
took turns caring for each other and for their family. Miserable as
they were, they saw the humor of the situation and smilingly said
they were always glad to share with each other, even the ague.”

The book is rich in the record of facts and the reproduction of
letters and other documents relating to the founding and early de-
velopment of the city. There are chapters about Indian treaties
and Indian wars, the beginnings of industry and commerce, the fam-
ous Mercer girls expeditions, churches, schools and a final tribute to
the pioneers. There are, as illustrations, four pen and ink drawings
by Paul Morgan Gustin, the well known Seattle artist.

Anyone receiving a copy of The Story of Seattle as a Christmas
or New Year’s gift will certainly possess in it a durable joy.

EpMmonDp S. MEANY

A Boy of the Great Northwest. By Roserr WaTson. (Ottawa:
Graphic Publishers Limited, 1930. Pp. 259. $2.00.)
This volume is an attractively published juvenile, giving in the
first person a series of incidents in the life of a real boy in the
Northwest. The experiences narrated are those typical of life

among cowboys, hunters, trappers, fur-traders, fishermen and In-
dians.
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