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The Regents’ resolutions of gratitude were adopted before the
above letter was received. While we have no record of resolutions
recognizing the larger gift there is an account of the University
Commencement Day exercises in the Seattle Daily Chronicle of May
25, 1882, containing the following paragraph:

“Hon. H. G. Struve, President of the Board of Regents, made
a statement as to the conditions of the institution and, in the course
of his remarks, paid a glowing tribute to the liberality of Mr. Villard
in generously aiding the University.”

One other tribute to Mr. Villard was the response of citizens in
following his example. References have been made to the need of
money for repairs to buildings and grounds. In the tiny Catalogue
for 1882-3, there is the statement that the citizens had contributed
$3,000 for such repairs, while the faculty and students had raised
enough money by entertainments to purchase “a fine Weber piano,
an excellent Estay Chapel organ and two hundred dollars’ worth
of Philosophical apparatus.” Those entertainments received news-
paper praise showing that five entertainments had earned the net
sum of $617.

It is not here attempted to give even a summary of Mr. Villard’s
remarkable career. For example, the New Standard Encyclopedia
(1931), closes a brief sketch with: “In 1881 he bought a controlling
interest in the New York Evening Post, and his interest in Edison’s
inventions caused him to organize the Edison General Electric Com-
pany, of which he became president.” Such hints of wideflung ac-
tivities are held to one side to give a record of his aids to education
and specifically to the Territorial University of Washington. This
is not an easy task. His Memoirs, in two volumes, were published
by his family in 1904, four years after his death. Their preface
closes as follows:

“The man speaks for himself. His character shines through his
manifold large undertakings, his achievements and disappointments,
as also in his love of his native and adopted countries, his cham-
pionship of every cause which made for political and social uplift-
ing, and his delight in doing good. But his philanthropy is only
faintly portrayed by his own hand; of its full extent he alone was
aware.”

We have seen from the reproductions of his letters what aid
he gave the Territorial University of Washington at a critical time
in its history. In Volume II., page 304, of his Memoirs, after mod-
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estly telling of his help for the University of Oregon, he gives this
brief additional sentence: “About the same time, he intervened to
save the Territorial University of Washington from suspension by
the failure of the Territorial Legislature to make an appropriation
for it.” That is all. He mentions no sum and apparently kept no
record except the cancelled checks. His son, Oswald Garrison Vil-
lard, on March 9, 1934, said he did not know the amount of the aid
granted. Evidently the family looked upon the transaction as a loan,
as they added this footnote: “This ‘intervention’ meant the support
of the institution for two years. Mr. Villard was never reimbursed
for this outlay by the Legislature.”

This thought and the great difference in the amounts of aid
granted the two institutions will cause wonderment to present-day
readers. But that is easily explained. His transportation work was
much greater in Oregon, resulting in many more acquaintances and
friends. Oregon was far ahead of Washington in those days. The
United States Census Report for 1880 shows Oregon, 174,768, and
Washington Territory, 75,116.

Those benefactions granted by Mr. Villard were vital. In each
case they prevented the closing of the institution. The University
of Oregon has given substantial manifestation of its gratitude by
the naming of Villard Hall. The present writer readily confesses a
sense of shame that his alma mater, the University of Washington,
has allowed a half-century to elapse without an adequate expression
of appreciation of the timely assistance bestowed by Henry Villard.

One of the first questions asked by Oswald Garrison Villard,
during his recent visit was “What has become of Nellie Powell ?”
He was very sorry to hear that she had passed away a few years
ago while visiting in California. He then went on to say that while
he was only eleven years old he was with the other members of his
family during the “Last Spike” ceremonies and remembered how
his father and mother, Carl Schurz and other members of the party
had never ceased to praise Nellie Powell’s address of welcome on
the old campus, where the Olympic Hotel now stands. His father’s
Memoirs, Volume II., page 312, has this record:

“Seattle was reached with an escort of more than a score of
steam vessels. The last scene of the transcontinental celebration was
fittingly enacted in the grounds of the University of Washington,
which Mr. Villard had relieved from distress. An address to him,




92 Edmond S. Meany

the most eloquent and moving of all, was delivered by the daughter
of the president.”

Surviving pioneers remember that address by Nellie E. Powell.
They remember also the lavish preparations, decorations of the old
University building, the receptions, speeches, the barbeque for the
multitude and the general glow of enthusiastic gratitude. Not so
many, perhaps, remember that Mrs. Fanny Garrison Villard took
Nellie Powell to her home in New York and entertained her there
as a guest for more than a year. Miss Powell returned and grad-
uated from the University of Washington in the class of 1886.
Later she became the wife of Daniel Montgomery Drumbheller, a
pioneer of Spokane. Her children gladly became students at the
University of Washington.
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