
A VAST NEGLECTED FIELD FOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL
RESEARCH.

TIll' ll.:rritory roughly incll1dt'd in thl.' arl';) knowlI a ... "The
Cn'at Plaill~:' "TIll: 11 1atL'3u Reg-inn," and "TIll' Barren Land......
-\\ hich form .. stich a '·3 ...1 portion of the .'orth \merican lUIl

tint.'nl.- in my opinion. nffl'r .... 3n l'.·ll'nsin~ fu.:lcl for co-upcratin'
archacolo;!ical n.· ... l·arch. since ib prt.'historic c1hI1010!=..1)· i .... prac
ticalh unknown.

It ... hi ... toric dhnology has recently rcccin'<! attention at the
hand:-- of energetic. trained anthropologblS. Ih prehistoric eth
nology. or archaculogy, however. has been I1cg-kctcd. possibly
bccaust.' modern cthnolo~ical problems in that area han~ held
the attention of ,-isiting anthropolog-isb. or perhaps for the

•
rca ....on that. on all that vast area. comparati"cly little literature
or other material was a\·ailable. Few archaeological ~itl'~ are
known. and literature on the whole subjcct is scant, en.'n clews
to ~itl.~ .... being- of rare occurrence in papers on othcr :-iubject!'.
Archaeological specimcns from the n:g-ion in qucstion. hath in
mu~cunb and in private hands. arc not numerous: and tho~c

that rio l'xist show a narrow range of forms. and. with fl'w ex
ception .... ha\"(~ litt!e or no indiyiduality. \11 thc~c fach ha\'c
110 douht contrihuted to the cau~c:s of this deplorable ncg-Il'cr.
\ funhl'r n:ao,;on was prubably the snpposition that till' n,'g"lun

wa... uninhahited untit comparatively recent til11e~: that it w3
an an'a wl1l'T(: only a fcw find~ could he expected as a rl'wanl
for tht' IH'r,c\'cring' tuil of the ill\'estig-ator: and that such finds
\\CJl1ld bl' of only a fl'\\' lypl· ... , of crucll' technique. and of a low
orellr llf .1n

'orn\: archal'olo~ical work. hOWl'\ cr, has hel'n c101ll 111 thi ...
art:a 110tal.1\ in \\ ,om1nr", hut In aI11hr()pnlo~i"h chi"tl) illter-. . ,.., .
<: H"" in pruhlt IIh n:latillf.: tl) tht.: l,thnultlg-) of tilt' prt....cnt

PClll'lt .
Tht' o;,t:arcit \ (If archat·qlogical "la·t'ill1l·lh from Uti ... \ a,t an'a,

and tilt, dearth of littratllrl' 011 thl' \\'h(,lt' o,;ubJl'rt mil\ lit dill'

to till' filet that I1l1til n·t't'llth Ill) Ol1t' filtl:'d ttl ('ollt'ft or to \\rHt'
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cll'ltl1l' thl' limih of thl.,..,· culture-areas and the pre ('llee or a')

'l'tlCl' of an intermediate: culture area or area--,

It ll1U't bl' n.'llH:mhl'f('d that pottery of certain well-known
kind ... i:-. Ollt..' eli the gn.'at characteri ...tics or mark of 104 .dUd'

ity of the Pul'111o an-a and of the prehi ... toric culture of the
_f i ...,is ...ippi \ allc~ and forc~t arca to the northea... t. \\ lule. f n
the other hand, 1111 ancient pottery i ... known from til (aliforma
an.'a or the _·(1rlhwcst coast. Doth of these latter rC~IOIl' arc
!"of) \\ell known. that the absence of pottery. or at least It

gn~at ~carcity. is dl'termined: but its presence in the \\ ide nor h
ern arca of the inil'rior of nriti~h America i"i po...sib\: It 1'0,

true that pottery has been found in Alaska which c1o~ely rc
~emhles that from the adjacent portion of ... ibl'ria. The art f
making- it may hayc come from Siberia: so that it does not
n('c~... ~arily lead us to expect to find pottery in the C ppcr
Yukon, the :\Iackenzie Basin, or l in general, in the Canauian
_·orthwest.

In 1904 I called the attention of the .\nthropolog'ical Club
uf Han'arcl Cni\'ersity to the need of archaeological inYesti~a

tion in the area lying- hetween the plateau region of southern
British Columbia and the c1iff·dwelling and Puehlo region of
the Southwest. pointing out at the same time the ab 'cnce of pot
tery in the former area. its great development in the latter, and
the inkrest which we ha\'c in defining the line separating- the
n.:'g-ion \\'hcn~ poltery was madc from that where it was not

made.
The need of archacolog-ical work in thi!=i ,'ast territory is ft·!t

by students of hi~toric ethnolog-y. ./\s has already been men
tioned, they ha\'c started wcll in working- up the area. ano tlll"Y
would certainly bl' inlerested in th~ prehistoric felations of their
problems. The lcnw:h of time the yarious parts of lhe arc:J.
ha\'c been inhabited. the history of ('\'('n' cu1tun.' that ha ... (le-

• •

\'clop'd there, the modification of '-uch cultun..... a'" a~ h~\'e

been l>rou~ht into the territory. thdr cal1~C~, and th Illi~rat Ofb
mto and founel about 0\ IT thl' aU3.-all lhc"l' ma)' uc men

tio1lt;o among- the prohlt m'" to hl~ olnd.
It is tnll' lhat in lhi ... Tt:I...Y1.0n H' Illa, h· n '\ 'pect t) fmd

-3rrhaenlog-ical mat rial comparable to that f)1 .,<1 th(' uth
Wt t, 1<.: "'iCO. alii} ]'t:nt, (· ... pecially the kttld tit t \ uld a I
tL arch It ts .rtis..... tra,c.:lltr. and tudenb If mod·n h
wry But 110\\ l \ cr enttrtilil1lng- It mi ·ltt 1- t) C Iltr' t to
, It... I e 'JClrne III "1111(1 th t t ·1 I
:\ork I 11 t1 III (It \ t l11t:ct lhe r. cd of tho



/I",lall I l1ullt

1'l l uhJ ct It i., tlH "fofes 1011a1 dUh of thl a ('.t ,IIIg'1 t

ttl rCl m ...truct pfl..h.'>ll.rit.' dhlllllllg') t \til 111 £11;111 that art' l:d
to he 1),1rnl1 IIr larg-t.h !'in. tllll! Illr::ati\c n tilts .In helpful '11

arri\in~ ,al a klH)wl""IIg-c llf till' pfl:llistflriC llhnIJI'J~.. ,If the,;

\\ hlllc..· of nur continl'nt.

.IHdg-in~ from whaL Wl' klHm. 111)\\"(.'\(.'1', \\t. 111<1) c,'peel to

~tlhl a Iltllnha Ilf prohkllls by workint:" O\'l'r thi ....irea. It
\\ould "'C.'l'm ad\"i"'abk to conrluct tills archalnll)~ical work in
oH'\lcratH)l1 with studt'nls \\ ho arc.' ill\·c ... tig"3ting- IivlO~ lrihc~:

for a "'l1lfty of the mndl..'rn rIldian uf a certain "'p"l thro\\ s }j~ht

on thl' archaeoln~y of the n..'g-ioll. and an l1ncll,:r~landinR of the
antiquitil'S of a g-i\"C..'n place is htlpful in the,; :-.lllfly of it~ nativc~.

Furth .... rmore. hy thi~ system. thc..· continuity of hi:-.turical prob
I.... ms is met b,' a continuit ,. of mc..·thod.- .

In sdecling- successive fields of operation. it would sc~m bcst
to continue explorations in an adjaccllt area, sufficiently (Ii:-.tant
from those alrcafly examined to present ncw cOlldition~ and
g-in~ prnmise that new facts may be (Iisco\·cred. po ... sibl) a new
cultt1r~-area, .\t the same time a new field of op.... ratlo11s ~hould

he so near, that no unknown culture-area l11a) intt!rn'nc. Thus
the limits of culture-areas ma" be determined and new areas
he discO"ered. This method of continuing from past iielcls oi
exploration makes ,'aluable the experience g-ained there in each
successi\'c field. while the discon~ries in e\'ery new reg-ion may
always lead to a better understanding of the areas prc"iou<:>ly
explored, 1f the results obtained in an area are not yet printed,
the lig-ht thrown npon them by later work is at once a"ailable
for the original publication,

111 accord with this plan. it would seem best that those ex
plorcrs who arc familiar with the Pucblo anti cliff-dwelling
region :-.hould examine the adjacent part of thi ... \'a:-t area, c... pe
ciall)" in Kansas. where remains of Pueblos are known to exist.
and in the basins which drain into the Colorado and the Rio
Grande, To clcfinc the limits of Pueblo cu It II ft' woulll Cl'r
tainly he of interest to them, "hill' at the :--ame time their c\:
ploratillll in the ;lfljacc..'llt cOlllltry wOllld add to till..' data Ill'l'llcd
by thl,ir co· worker:,.

In like manner til(' anthrnpolug-ists of California are no
doubt Ill:arl) as familiar with till' pn.,hi,;;,toric l,thnolog-y of • 'l'-
\alld 3, are tho l' int .... rl· tccl in tile..' PUl'blu rl·g-inn. I'rt1h:lbly
tht\ \\11111" I1IOH' intc:n· tt.'d in it: and from tht'ir aeti,,,' 111\-:"'-

ti~ttilln of the cultuns of thl' pn'historic inhabitanh oi tht'ir
"tatt, \\hll (Jt:pclHlt'c! I) much upon that natural l'fllt!llt't. tilt'
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.htlfn. \\t :!rt hd to )nok to tht:i"Tl itlr the l.: Inllna t ) 1 r t

n':":ll n ht.,t\\ l'tI l ahfnfma .1I1e1 tilt J,::rtat l an ·f th I
It "mild "'("111 he t th:ll tho ...c Ito ha c e plor 1

(.1 Itllul113 \ alit' \ and tilt platc<iu r J!1f)n of \\.1
~(\lIth('rl1 nriti ... h Cq!ulIlhia ... Ilnuld Jll1 ... h thtir IIl\C 1~CJ.t1 n!"o at
\\anl thrtlu~h tht. ar(".l drainl'd h) tIlt. loll1mbta and h{ . nake
tillt ... attl'lllptill~ to ddinc the..' l·a ....lall limit ... of lltl I'lah:. \1

l'ultun:. til hound it, and to furtht.:r OUT knnwh.'llg-c of it \~al11.

1Ill' t', plnn'r:-- of thl' :.Ii ... "'i ...... ippi "all(.'y arc pt'rhap... 11I,: ... t flllrd t.1

iIlYl,~tig-atl' the W(.· ... ll.'fn limits of the Cll1tllfl' found tlll'fl' :-;IIIIH:
of tll<..· ... l· indi"idnal:-. art' alrl'ady intefl'stcd in the I'n.'lll'·.. tnric
l11i~Tations of thl' ~Iandan. \yho arc thol1~ht to h;:l\\. takell ~\

I1llrlh\\e~t('r1~ courSl' from the :\Iissis~ippi to the :\Ii ...... ,luri. The
Hi~tt'lricaI SnCll'ty of ~nrth Dakota has hC:g'l1ll an inH· ... tig'a·
tion of the antiquitil'S of its own ~lall'. Therefort.· archaeI>
ItI~ical inyestig-ations in . ~l)rth Dakota may pn)bahl~ ht." larg-d~

kit tt) that socic:t,·. The Historical ~ncil·t, nf • ·l'hra...ka ha ...
, '

c'i.pn'~~t.·tl a desirc to ;:\<h·ancc archat.'oloJ.rical rc"t.'arch in it... ~'tatl·.

::Ind po~ ... ibly it may lw able to explore l,',·cn morc than that part
oi the field,

From another standpoint. tl1l' cthnnlog-ists intlTt..... ll·d in tIll'
hi"toric Indians mig-ht takt.· up prehistl"lric t.'thnnlng-ical \\I\rk,
",tuclents of the Siou3n g-rol1ps in the Siouan area. tho...c of till'
Slll>....hollcan g-rnup in the Shoshoncan area. and sltl(lt.'nls uf till'
\thapascan group in the .\thapaSC3n area. B: following" this

lim.' of in,.estig-atioll. the work of just tl1(· ... l· nll'l1 ,,"mild cl~lrif)

till' problems of th" whole situation.
II \RL.\:\ r. S:\IITII
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