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1_,),- Book RC1.'ICU'S

to the.' ~(.·Ilaal Jlublic. ~\ll1t just that S(.'nlC(' has h<"cn rc,,,h rul
ill tIll' puhlic311ll11 of the collc.,'clion llllrkr cOIll;,id( rallon.

Iior 0I1l' \\ ho )OYCS to .;;cck out the nriJ:inat snllfn:S flf IIUT

111stnril'al kno ·It.'dg-<, and who th:lig-hts to '\antler down the 01.
"'Cllfc h,,,ays of the p;,,;.t-flim-lit, g'ra~<;,-grown with Ir.11lllulI1,

• •
long' sll1Ce abal1flollt'd by the ordinary wayfan.'r. and almn,1 hid·
Ot.'11 tn the.' abundant ~rowth of morc rcct.'111 ("\'ent ,- -fflf Jim.

• •
I say. thesl' ori~il1al narrativcs will awaken a rare joy \ hi ....
inttrc"t giOWS and hi~ eyes tra'"cl from pag'c to pag-e he \\ III fcel
like a pocket miner who has just made a ··find:" <ltv) can't eca--c
cOIl,goratulalinq- himself. 1\11 his life long' he has lu..'anl more or

lc:ss V3lZUl' al1usion~ to a Xorsc discon:ry of \mcrica that ante
flated the dforts of Columbu!;-but her<: he light ... upon an ex
cellent translation of the old age-worn ~ag'as, Icelandic annal<;;, and
papal letters that ha\'c formed the basis of our belief in the fli ...
con'n" of \merica In" Lief Eric!;:"on about the.: ycar lOCK>, The...;c., .
choice documents ha\"e been carefully cditt'd hy Julius E, Olson.

~ .".
profe:"sor of Scandinavian languag-c and literature in the L·ni\'er-
sitv of \\risconsin,

•
Throug-hout the entire "Sag-a of Eric the Red" pulses the

intensely human record of !;turdy \varrior... , holtl \·ikil1A'~, g-en
erous-hearted comrades and brave, strol1g' wOlllen who shart:d
alike with their powerful husbands the dangers of the storm
swept ocean, lhe rigors of the crucl, northern winler. the pri\'a
tions and hardships of pioneer life and the alarming adventures
of life in a strang'c and hilherto unknown land inhabited by
c;avag-cs. These long-treasured pieces of ancient writing- arc
permeated with the vigorous, daring spirit of the hardy X orse
man, who with unyielding purpose. llndismayl'cl couragc and
unabated energy. breasted the storm\, Northern seas, sailed from

•

island to ic;land. founded colonies, culti\'ated farmsteads, estab-
li!')hed primitive law ami order, rlispen<;;,<.'{l free-han<h.'d hospitality,
honored women as comrades in life's hattle. and inspired anew
l"aeh risin~ ~('nl'ratinn with a ltwc for achie\"emcllt, This is the
temper of the race that first of all Europl'ans is hdien'd to han:
cli ...nl\ lTl'lI \m4.'rica. prohahh' makil1~ landin CT in the rl'ulan of- ~ ~

'0\;1 ~c(JlIa or <';lll11l'what further south. Thc tilt! ~a~a ... n'latc:
hc)\\ I.it f I·ric ......lln. who had bet'n cnl11l11i~.... illnl'tl h\ 1 in~ Olaf
of Vr\\.l\ to carry thl' IIl'W~ Df <. hri ...tianit:, to Crl'l.nlallll. wa ....
III tt \\lIh nd\tr e \\ind .... hlown out of III'" t'lIur... "lilt! matlc: the
,ti to\ T) of thi \\l tern lantl. "lu"T{' ..df- ...o\\11 \\h at al1d ylnl· ...
, at.: fnuntl ~rn Villg' and gn':tt trtC ... that l'Clltid affurcl lar~\: tim.
11 r I Ir l,uihllll~ I att:r 1111 Wt.: rl'at! 1i0\\ rhllrfll1ll K.lrl ...dni, a
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Cn n f 11 fin )1\" plon:d --\ inland thl' (loud," came upun

I I and atHl bank.' C03 It.'c1 far sIJuth\\anl and
tmall tt I l·n lh d~e oi a lake Ilot rar frolll lh~ coast. and
\ Itl1 hi part 1110)t:\.I. t.lot! hllntlt1~ and fishlllg' for more than
thn \c T 1I Tt.: iJnd linn: in till tOT) \\e CUtlH upon SUg'-

t, t: .1Iu Ion tu a trang-l pt'oJlk whl) ~l'cd over the wall:T In
ar "'K n ,allOt" IT1 HI1\: plan' fk~...-rib,.:d as "s\\3nhy men,

,lIltl ttl ~l' klllg• .tlld tht' half oi th4:ir hl'arb \\"a~ ugly. Thc.:y had
gr,at l')l .t1ld \\",fl' hroad of c111'l'k • • • clrc~scd in skin
c11\ull {, 1 "'pcll.dl) did till' ....tran~cr:-. wish to buy red doth,
t·lf \\hl h tht) "ffu.... d in c.'chang-to: I't:llric~ and gray skins.

111 chang ror Ill.: rfl't.: 1, unsullied skins the Skrcllings

\\ \111 take.: r d tuH a "'pan 111 ll'ngth which they would bind
ar nd th If h • (hI another occa... ioll we read how "the

rdhn atta kt:d the 11 '\"COllll'r:-- unawares. showering thtm
Ith I II hllrl tf Ly war- ... ling.... \\ hen Freydis, the wife of

f Kad dlll men, came 0ul of her hut and saw the mell
f ht. h ~ 'lh.:c1 afler thl·lll. "" hy do ye flee from

t: \\r tlh... u h \\onll\ Illen a ... ,"t'. whell. l11e ....ecms. YC- -
a ,ter thun like callie' Ilad I but a weapon, mc-
\\oultl fIcin bctte'r than an) one uf you:' Later she

c.:C d 3 \\orcl a litI pn'parl'l! If) dcfl'IHI her...elf. 1I1.'re we
r I I h kr 11111;:: thcn approadH:d hl.'r. whercupon ... he
trill d <It \11 Ihr hill .tntl '-1appe,1 her hn'ast with thc naked
\\1 r I t till Itra\t.' sho\\ of ddialll'l' "thl' Skrcllings were

1l'ITll ,"'11 dl \\11 t" tht:ir hllats alld ro\\t·d a\\ay. I'arl ...dni amI
II lin ItO\\ l r. joined hl r alld prai"'l'u ht'r \"alor:' .-\t

U"'Ul"~f tl I I rCl'ft.' llltul pla~ill~ thl' fole of Lady
13"b<th \ t to ri\al "'h.tkl· ...pcarl· .. ht:rtJilll'. (;udrit.l.

f ar t· h 1\\C\lr. l:arrit. .... off the honor... a'" ht'ruinl'

t. Il
f I I n rr. tt l of the Jnurnc) ... Iii Columbus fillmure

•..··n h f th Ii Th ~ t.:olllpn :lllthl'l1tk tr,lI1 ... latItHb t.lf

r fa T11 nt ent r d II1to 1)\ .. rhe Lord tht. Catho-

I 11 I I ( hn 11'1. II 1 .1011 ~;} thl ~pal1i h rdl:r ttl

"llIch rer rtl Ll!lumIJll ;lp\llIilltllH:nt a \t1l1\iral

eft f tlC'h laJllla"d and i .. l.lIlfl... a .. ht. .. hnuld di ... (I1\ I:r,"

1't g-r.lll of Iu llllt.!S ,. \dll1ir.d, \ I""l'ro~ alltl llon."rllllf l)f

lIlt.: I I m lilt! malllland that lIla\ h~' di .... ctl\l·rl'd,.. illllU\\l.'d h.\
11 J ur al jf llll r r t \1I\ag\, a It.'thor frl)l11 l'lJllIl1lhll" til I t.HUS

d Ilt 11. I tIt! frolll lolllll11111 III i"t'rdilland alld J...aht·lla
tht. lur a'l111 3'ld (Olllllllrn lIf I :-.pantJl.t. I'urtha

I t lilt. rt 111111' It tln \\ nttul 11\ Dr. l h.lllGl

ta
II



171 !look f'< It,,'S

'Ill tilt 'l\lllid Yll\".l~'·. ~:l1lltail1;l1J.{ \aluahk maUlf 111 fl'g'lre! to

111\ t:har,trtl'f and lif!' of thl' lIalin lIf tilt· \\ lost Illdll'S. Lall'r
I" gl\l'lI.1 narrati\C' oi tIll' thinl \o)ag-(,' a", rnoflktl in '~.l « a "'"
III tl)f\ tit" J1 ,I It:Ul'f frolll ltlhllllhu"i til the. nul' c. of I'rinct' John.
\\h,,'n tilt ert,1t ildl11ira. \\;l' 11l1l1~ ... t111 IIIH1H.' in chain hy thl
coMmand of nllhadilla. thl' t1"UfjH'r oj tht.: g"o\t fnOr hip of , anto

lloI11IT1J.:n.- -and. finally. ilnntlll'f k~kr wrillt'n 011 hi ... fOllrth \fI,}

a~l·. Thc:"c.' hig-hly l'lllt:rtainillg' narraliYl.:1' han: })(.'(11 l'ardl1I1~

t.'c1ih.'d lll1t!C,.'f th(' dirn."tion of Ft1\\"ilrd (;aylurd nOli fill', Ph. I),.

profL' .......or of history at Yale. as han- also thl' <l\'ailahh' dncu
111('l1t, in n..'g'anl to thl' \oyag-l'S of John l ahnt. Tl11.: latter In

cluck a letter of Lorl·l17. Pasqualig-o to his brllthcp, \h·i ..." anti

rralll'lscO. merchant-.. of \"t::nin·. two :dtu... of RaimotHlt) de

'snncino. ag-ent of the Duke of :\Iilan. to the dukt,. and. finally.

a di"'patch to ferdinand and I ..ahella frolll Pedro (ll- .\yala. Junior

ilmha......ador <H the CIlUft of Eng-land, warning- them of the pn...si

hility of the Cahot explorers seizing some of the Spani ... h cli ... 

CO\Tfll'S.

Throughout the peru"al of the journals of the Columbus \'0)

a~t::s nile is constantly surprised and delightccl with mo...t intcr

c ... ting' detilils in reg-ani to the daily happenings that ludell tht.'

\'0) ag-cr~. the character of the land explored. the appearance ami

mallner of life of tilt.:' nati\'es and the quality aneI quantity of th ...·

natural products of the snil. Columbus was e\'cr in ...earch of

goold. spices and precioll~ stones. TIe pushed 011 from i·.;)and to

island in search of them. meanwhile becoming- acquainted with

tht:: country \\-hich continued to he 311 unending" sourc\.' of
wonder and dt:lig-ht to him. with it..; luxuriant growth of tropi

cal weener:. unlike <lny Eurnpl'an \'eg-etation. while the cli
mate.: in midautlll11n l·\·cr reminded him of ")'Iay in \u<la

lu ...ia." Spain. Like till: :\"orsl' explorer... he t1i ...co\"l·recl that

thl' llHliane;, wlvl swarmed around his ship were cag'l'f to barter

anything- thl.·Y possl'ssl',1 fllr "n'd cap~, g-lass hl'ad~ to pm around

tht:ir Ill.'cks <111,1 mall) illhl'f thiJ1~s of Iittk \·allle. \\ hich gaye

thl'm g-re.:at pll'asLln' and mall I.' tln'm Sl) mnch our fril'llll ... that
It \\ a a rll3rH I to <;n ..

'1IH.''''c oriJ,:"inilI narrati\t,;", offt,;'r ~uhstal1tial fnod for hi ... torical

thoug-ht. ron"'t,; th(' im:lg-inatilHl. Clln\ incl. th .., jt1(\~nlt,;'nt, Chlth ..,

with nalit) till" hackm'-'l·ll. bridly- ... tatl'd phra ... t,;'" of till' old his

tory lI.'"t hook ilnd awah'n :l It\l' ;lItl·rl· ... t ill I.·ar!: \1I1t,;'rican h, ... 

ltlr~- . lay till' hook hl' fOllnd 111'1111 mall.\ I1hrar) slll'h· ...·s and

find it wa\ 11l1n man\ hands. Thi .... is th ...· ....1\\ \\l' h;1.\l' nl.'t,;'(\ 1If.

R()~l l.l. \~~.
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