
REJ'Rf.YT DEI',1fUJIl~.YJ

In thi.., ...('Clinn tlf tIn' m3g-3zillt.' will IH' n'l'rllcltlced a fe\\ of
tht. rar\.' ... t (ll1t-or~pril1t bOllks hcarin~ on the history of the ·orth
\n: t. The.' Ol1l' ... l'!\.'cl('cI as the first to lu.: n'printcd ht.:r i ... "The
Hi ltlr~ of ()rcg-tlll. (~cng'raphical and PoliticaL" b~ (rt,;org-e

\\'ilke,. puhli,he<l hy \\'illiam lJ. Colyer. _','w York. ,R\5. [t
j" Ot1l.: ()f the ran..'st and least known hooks of that period ju"tt
beiore th\.' treaty with Great Britain in J~4f1. during- which many
hooks and pal11phl~ts \n~rc published. The bonk includes a
proptl ... ition for a national railroad and a series of lcttl:r:-- from an
Orcg"ol1 immigrant of 18-l3.

The valuc of the hook we are here reproducing has been se
,"erely criticized by Professor Joseph Schafer of the tJ-niversity
of Oreg-on. Tn a later is~t1e his vie\\"s will be g-i,"cn, hut the edi
tors belic'"e that thcre is enough of yalue in the hook to warrant
its reproduction especially in vicw of the fact that it is exceed
ingly rare. and in vie\\" of the further fact that it is being- quoted
and criticised by different sides of the \\'hitman contro'"crsy.

THE HISTORY OF OREGON, GEOGRAPHICAL AND
POLITICAL.

By George Wilkes.

[Continued from tht, last i~sl1e of the \\'ashing-tlln Historical
Quarterly.]

P.\RT II.

Historical Account of the Discovery and Settlement of Oregon
Territory, Comprising an Examination of the Old Spanish
Claims, the British Pretensions. and a Deduction of the
United States Title.

THE OLD SPANISH CLAIMS.

In tIll II1l)nth of Jalluar~. IjXX, two IllIrSJ.:"lIl'I.. I.. "d IIJII1(:.1

thl "J c 'ce," .1I1e1 "JphiJ.:"l'nia. arn't,.'d 1111 tho north\\t: t t,:l ,t
(Jf orth \' lru:a. '1 hI..' illrlllc.:r wa"t 1I1HIlr tht: comlll.t1U of Jt)hn
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dOl:'''' afttr\\ard ... the. two rt'lllaining- Illlrtl1~I1C'~~ \l'S 1.:1,:, (tilt,

Iphi~\l1ia nlHl tilt.' 'nrth \\ ( ....1 \t11tril'a) cit-parted fflr tht .~and.

\\ l(h 1....1:1I1d... , IUl\ 111g- till' \IlH.'ri<.:an \T"''''cl ... to "illll'r 011 the
L "--a .... l

11

I

'Ill

I I
( I

(ear arri\lcl;l.1 .Ia,,~an in J)c..'CcmlH'r, and finding- that (a-
,30110 111 "\\ltcr. had ""('Ollll' a hankrupt. l!l-tl'rI1111H:cl III turn
111-' mf r' lthln and pn... itltll1 In tht· hl'~l aCnJIIIII for himseli \11

LJlpn rt11tl1t, "n ... nnt hl11g' in offering- it ...df to his dc ...i~n .... T\\o
\l ... I... h Iml in~ to 01 ri\'al a .......ociatioTl. calkd the "K1I1~ (,cllr~c's

':-;;cmncl l ('mpan:,:' arrin:r1 at \facao undcr the command of
Jamc ... Calnctt, another British officer undt.'r half pa). .lcarcs
111 nl(, 'late)) mad .., tl\crlures to an agent of that a ......ociation.
\\111 c1111{";n tlllt: of tl1(' ,'('sse) ... (perhaps throll~h ...omc prc\'ious
dir elion e0I11I1111nieatl'd by :\leares, while all parties were on the
••. ". C'o:\ ... t tn~l·tht:r in the prc\'iolls SUl11l11l'r) to unite tht: in
t r .. t .. of hoth cotln·rn..... The suggestion was adopted. the in
t r(' .. t.. onjoined, and two \"(~~scls. the Princess Royal and the
\r~onat1t. (the lath:r ht:aring CoInett. \yho had chief direction)

\\ rl dt."patch"..c1 to . 'ootka, with the intention of establishing
a permant:nt p".. t tht:re for the transaction of tht..'ir trading

operation... :\ll.:arcs n'l11aincd at :\lacao as Tl'si(ll'nt a~cnt, with
nil th atIair ... of thl' association entirely at his control.

In thl.: nH:antimc, ~p;til1. who had heard with l1nl'3",iness of
the mon:·T11t'l1t ... of tIll' fur traders in the ?\orth Pacific, bc~an to
he alarmed fllr thl' saft'ty of her P()ssc~siuns in that quarter,
311 1 rc IOIl .. tralln.... \\'l:rt: madc by her to thl.: courts of Eng-land
and oi i{ll "101. a~ain ... t thl:' l'llcroachll1cnts of till' subjL'Ch of those
t\ ' n t1 'n.... in particular. To 111UTt: t:tTcctually ~l1ard ag-ainst
,he c lTa~ ·'fl· ... inn ;IS w·11 as to rcsi ... t a projl'ctl'd st..'izurL' of

,e t a \), th Hll ian .... the ,'in'rl)) uf :\Iexico t1irl.'ctl'd a

. Ir'lll Ihe!1 hll11.:' at ~an Bla..... ulHlt:r thl' c0111m3nl1 ilf Don
t 'an JL l: lartil1lz. to l'rlll'l'(,<! ~lt IlBn to till' "'cellt.' of tht'

('\.: I
l' .r, til arn al uf lartilll'z at . 'ootk;l. tht.· Iphi~t.'llia and
rth \ l: t \mt.:f1l'a, r" urnl·d thl·rt.' {rilm till.' ~al1tl\\i('h 1...1<1l1t1 .....

r r10rn t:OIlI!ItIIlIl, the.: flJrl1ll'r hl ill.':' a mt.·rt. \\ n.:ck.

. abl of n,·pair.

(t:, of I Ii'~' I. I1II1l cIa aih r" utls, lart1l1 Z

111lt: th t h had l'ome ill takC' I,o~ ..e"" It 11 of the
I l"'" n of Jl 111. lalldltl .1ft ill" nand l'OI1Un IIl'ld

I fl rt I III "'l~ the first :H 1:I,t1 Ol cupat "on co., l r
1 1 'I h '\ '.... t hItldh it ling prl' .ult.: d .\I1lOn .111

,
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p.lrill" Il1r a 11111(', illld tilt' ~p;alli ..h rUl1Il11;llllil'r atlllrch'" tlH'

Iphi~tllia \\h;tlt'\('T l11ahrial .. ~hc lllod 111 llu'd of. in or. r that
!"hl ~lI~ht g'C1 til "l';} il1lll1tdl<ltt:h : ;\C-Ct. pIing- in papn III In 15

drawn Up\1I1 (';\\'<1l1n. of ~Ia(:<ln, as her owner. This a llcahlc
~lall' nf fCl:lil1g' la~tl'(l hut a \Hck, for upon :\Iartincz III ill~ in
fnrllh(! that till.: \\rittcl1 in"'truction", of tht: }'orlug"l1c",' ' ... cl •
din..'cled thl'lll to scizf.· ,Inti rarn" to ~Iacan any English, 1<11" la,.
Of Spani..,h Ycssl'ls, tlll:y could manage tu on:TCOJ11C, he took 1''''''
.. l· ...~ion of the Iphig-l'l1ia. and put hcr ofticcr:-. and erc,\. llTHltr

arrc ... t. Thc,' \n..'re liberated, howcn:r. in a fcw day ... , thfO 'g-h- -
the intercession of Captain Kendrick of the Columbia, 111111 the
officers of the Iphigc.·nia signl..'d a declaration to the efflct that
sh~ hall not bcC'n interrupted in her operations, and that t"cy
had been kindly treated by :\Iartillcz during their stay at . (){Jtka,
Viana and Doug-las as captain and supercargo, respectively, cn
ga~ed to pay for thelTIscln:s, and for Juan Cavallo. the o\\ner
of ~aid vessel, to the order of the Yiceroy of :\Iexico, ht:r fntl
value, in case her capture should be pronounced legal. :\lar
tinez then fully equipped her for sea, and enabled her tu make a
vastly profitable voyage: a circumstance which could not ha\'t~

happened without his special aid, Pretty lenient treatment ft)r
men whom he might ha\'e sent to :\Icxico to be tried for piracy,
and a prctty hazardous policy moreo\·cr, when an additional
force belonging- to the ~amc company wa daily expccted to

arri\'e, which might IUI\'c o\'eq>owcred him, and rc\'crsed th~ ca::.e
by sending him, according to their instructions, to :\Iacao, [0 be
tried 011 the same charge,

One of the vessels of the associated companies, the Princl'~5

Royal. arrived at Xootka on the 16th of June, and brought with
her the new!; of the failure of J lIan Ca\"allo: upon \\ hich, ::\1 ar
tine7. cktcrmined to hold the :\orth "·cst .\merica lthen therd
as security for the hills which h(' held On thc bankrupt. The
Prince,,, Royal wa", wl'1I trcatcd hy the ~pat1ianb, allli ... ailed
on thl' ...;ccund of July from Xootka on a crUi~l', .\-.; ..he \\a'"
IC3yillg the harbor, the Argonaut came in. L·pon being- hl)antl'd
hy thl' ~pal1iarcls, 'aptain Coll1clt arrogantly <kclared hl' hau
ClIll1l' tIJ take pm''''l'ssion of . ·ootka for t;rcat Britain. nnd It)

l'rl'ct a fort thl'rl' under the British Hag'. This dt.'dnratlnn, in
COllIH:l'tion with StlIlH: insoknt cnnduct VI1 tht.· part of l"tlllll'lt
lin tht follo\\in~ c!;l\. \\110 e\TI1 Wl'nt W thl' l"tcnt t)f tlra\\ in''''- ,
hi "\\onl Upoll the, pani"ih cUll1ll1:llHll'r. in the lath'r', \l\\n
rabin, dctcrmilH.'d )1 nrtilll'/ to trillc nil long-cr \\ iih "illch Intl'l1J-
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III 10 to PClrh 1m 111 t I a sig-nifl fl· r,lC·, ur

t I KIIIJ:: S ...p~dl \\ heh la1l1 til gfl(" ",Ill' t (( rth
rIb f lTC tit n:tl I t1 nk I (11 t h

fan 13 I" r bu ldm;:: h t n~ln~") th gntl h cr \'¥W1

ka thr l1g'h t at 1. Sit I I'll 111 ('Hind . \\:1) into t~(" trt. t\

fra ('() h 1 I a'tef .11111 It I" a positive fael. tllO, irll evid ncc
h rt; fter "lppcar. that thcrc \\('Te no "'l1rh Ian r
1 r ) ze Tht' I:ritt ... h..:, rnm nt, h(,\\C\ r II

Ina· lrc" llll from ~pa1l1 fflr the.. o11trag'c'" on it-- ago
hr t thou'...h II pn1l1tnt!v a, oidl'd n'prl':--cllling- the I'dict' and
I h ma a" '~rlli h 'c...... I.... it , !] ... t::'uiit) of the moo lrOl1 11
lP','''t n, r laimll1~ for It"'Clr the ~"c()n·nc... and territonal

C' ) 1 f' f ali .1~fnt ani1 C'mpl()){' nf a ]'Orlug'ut.: ... c a .....o ia

lion. ~~, \\a~ (,{ .~i\'ing- \\l'i~lll to its dcmand .... lhe aTmann'lll

f 1\\" t ... II 't ... \\as orden·rI. anrl .. imilar warlike pn:paratinn...

r 1114 !lr ,t1~h ,111 the "a\al :tr"el1:lls of indi~ant ~palll.

1(' r hO\\ \ r. heill~ (h apJlointt..·d in e.·pecl('d aid from
I r nc . 11(\ 11 Ill,.," t T11hnrra ..... ~ rI, mnn'nn.. r. in her finance ..... ami

111 ~ l t fore Igll <lnd c111I1lt..· .... tic relalinll~. wa'" ()bli~ed to submit ttl

th .. lU Ill) t rms IInp Ii upon hH. The...e arc t..·mhraccd in

'r at ), t\ nth h\(1 h'~h c)l1tractin~ p.\\\cr:-. si~tll..d on thc

.! 'h () t her, 'i)O. th iir .. t .,lId "ccond articles of which prn

\ 1.1e: ior tht..· r ~tllratjlln llf all buildings and tracts of land on the
l'nfl1\t1tn~ t,r I,nh \mt..'TJca. or tilt..' i ...lan(l .... adjaccllt. of \\hich

tl t..f 1t1" DntallnlC 1'..:.' ·.. t) \\ rt..: c1i .. f)u .... t..·~ .. t..: in \l'ril.

p In uti for cHmpl'lIsatioll fur all 10" t...... hy \'i'11','II(' •
t 1- (let Iltl(ltl of 'c ....d". l tc. Thl' third g-t1aralltl'l'~ the

rt ht In ,nl1 n (If navigation, uf cnrryilll-:' on till' fisl1l'ril'''; of
la t c t l n, 311ll of landin~ 011 the 1IJ10CCUIHl"tl portitJf1" of

f r h p r)o c.: If trarle "ith tit natlH:". or uf mak·
dt I er.· "uhjtcl. hO\\t:\('r, to the rc:"tricti"n (,f thl' fourth

Hnti..h stlhJt..·Ch ~hl}1l1d not na \ igatt..· or cllrn un

11"111 the pace of tell ea 1t..3 u s frum an) part

C Inl I, a L'\ tJ· fifth he)
hm trade nc' cttl ment art.: l xtcn tl a l '
r t, b forn tI, I1lJ quent t( lui. Ii '9. n,

h ar pr hillit I fr,) (or " r S t I 111 nls 111 ~l 11th

II ~ fir r IhOlli;"
fir r n I III ~ I f 111 '. r

seventh I f( fur thl' fur ,1 \: Itl n tu ttl!.:
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uhs qu III til pute ; thl' eighth. and la t tatc that th II r
11\(;l1t hall he ratifiC'd in ix \\Cck , an It th treat thu c I.

dude:" \\Ithnut making an) limit (. r the duration fit P
11011. It \\111 he nmarktd that thi .. lr at\:, thou h 11m 111
tt ~pall1 In the "'<:11 (' of fOTcing- compen atinn for th c.: rei
( f a national right, mak<''' 110 conce ion of a in I C 31111 uf l.

cr("l~t~, hut ratlH.'T l"l'CUTe to her. arlditlonal a I nl a'
prot cts her from further encroachment. ~I he foil J \111 I 11

gllag-c l1!'>cd b) ~Ir. Fox. in the House. in oppo ilion t) a 111 tl n
for an addrcs to His :\Iajest). congratulatinJ::' hun on th hi hh
...atisfactoT) bosuc to the late negotiation," etc.. \\ iI1 "en c to show
the e<timation in which the whole affair was held hy the lead.ng
I ind in Parliament:

""'hat, then, was the extent of o\lr ril:ht. before the com cn
tlOn. and to \\ hat extent were they now $ecured to us. \\ (' po
"es"~d and exercised the free na\ig-ation of the Pacific Ocean.
\\ ithottt re traint or limitation. \\ {' possessed and eXl'rcised the
riJ:ht of carrying- on fisheries in the South ~~as. t'quall) unlim
ited. This estate we had. and "ere daily impro\ ing': it wa" not
to he disgraced by the name of an acquisition. The admission
of part of th«e ril:hts hy Spain wa. all w,' had nhtain«1. It
remained to inquire ''''hat it had cost? (htr rig'ht before was to
!">ettle in any part of South or :l':orthwest .\mt:rica not fortified
ag-ainst us b) previons occnpancy. al1fl we an.' now restricted to
settle in certain places only. and undl'r cl'rtain rt·strietion .... This
was an important concession on our part. (htr right of
fishing' extended to the whole ocean: and now it, ton, was lil1l
ite.'d. and tn he carried nn within certain distance: of tht' Spalll h
"t.:ttll·111cnts. Our rig-ht of making' settlc;ml'tlt \\as nut. as 110\\",
a rig-ht to builfl huts, but to plant coloniC's. if \\c t}HH1~ht pruper
__Ourely tl)(,.· ..c \\ t'rc l10t acqlli .. itions.

.. " ( ha\l' n.·n01111cecl tht: right of !H.:rmallt:nt sett ll1lent on the
\hole lxt('nt of South \merica, 311,1 \\her the admitt I ri ht

of dtlt1l1cnt 011 tilt' 110rthwf'. t coast cumm nlon} \Va Ct npt tel~

un t fined
"B\ th tlnnl articll', \ e: art· allth )ri ul to na ig- tt tit Pa

c fl ("Iccan ancl South Seas, tlI11110)t"'t I. f r th I urp'"'< It c r

r n uur flshcri(>, and to Ian,} on th 1111'" ttlt I l ~~~!i.~~(,t,!:r~t:~h.:p rIJI f trading- \\ ith the natn : hut aft r th
r I rl Ilil n I f n ht to l1a i~tion fi hin n I· 1 r

tl r rtl Il. \ 11I'h tak a\\a all r ht f an
1 t n I f' r hUb fran III rJ ttl It

111 III, Inl t ae npth:
"""(lrth p,rtl ,fc

ri ..h t J I 3k t Il
t 111 h I I )

,t f t d \\ t h (Ir,,]'SS

•
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In tht.:""t nll1lllflll~ hl ".IS "11~lail1lfllJ\ (,n\ 1 III (( and
'lit. otl1\ r 1.'111I1H 111 \\ lug IIi tilt' 11011 ( I h tn at • '\ r,
I 11l;ldl' tlH: S\1hJl'l't I1f <lnotha fllJllri h "f 11th IJ ) tht I 11t.; h,

\\110 in"i ...1 that It flll1C1'fk ... til (111'111 <lllt'Cjlla! right '\Ith 1';1111 tIl

all.' 1111 ...dlkd portion ,If thl.' (\litst,. \\ t' lla\t "" II tht lJpll1llJll

t)f thl: kada... tlf thl' I:riti ... h J'arliamtlll 1/1'1'1 etl 10 lhi Cl P
11011, 111m 1.'\\:1'. and \H ... hall ... llIIrtl) t'e 11 dt'nia It. o·1'a., r,ut

l"\ \..'11 atll11itting- it til Ill.' ...n, till') g-ain lllltlllllg ),V it, joT r J1 •

\t'aTs afll'TWanl a \\aT hrukt,' tIll! ht:t\HTI1 the l\\o clJl1tr.ll:ting'

partic .... which. hy till' fult's of illtl'rnatiollal law, anl1ullul a 1
l'xi ... ting" intcr-arral1g'l.:I1H.:nh that had nu prc.: ...ail (,Ii 1111111-- and
that dl')lC1Hlcu for their cOlllinu3llcc: upon a ...tatc Ilj pt'rfcct a It).

amI ~pain rt.:sul1h:d at 011((.'. \,"hatt·, a !"h(: hafl fl I~nc h~ ttlt:

.:\olltka trl'aty, if ~hc had in rl.'ality n· ... ig-IH.:d any tIling at ail. ()11

the conclusion l>f peatl'. the trl'at} was not rt..·\·in:d. clJn"4..'qltl·ntly

it is a nullity. and all that llritain accompli ... hl·!" b~ alhan 1Il~ her
prd(:nsion~ all it now is tht..: \'irtual acknowkugll1l'llt (·f the In~

tl'g-rity of the Spani:-.h claim ... which han' ialkn til u.... an I "Inch
... he had "'0 persc\'l'ringly endt'a\'orcd to acquire,

This cOllvention being concluded. the 111'xt thing wa... to take
po"sl'.;;,sion of the tracts of land, buildings. forts. de.. "rt.: ... tcd
frolll ,Ir. ~Ieart.'s at . 'oolka in 17&). nncl the EIl~Ii...h (Ju,ern
oR'nl in Ji~)l despatched twO ships under Captain lll.:or;::-c \ an
com·cr. to effect the purpose, This officer arrin'cl at _'t1otka I)n
the 28th ,\ltg-llst. J7~2. wherc he fOllnd the Spanhh L{)Inmi,~

~iol1t:r in pos~ession and ready to perform hi", share of tht: tran ... 
fa. :'\egotiations between the two panic!" Wen: th{,.'u 0Il 'nt>d

nnd it uecame neccs,nry "to ascertain what lands on the North
west coast of America were in the possession of British subjects,
and what buildings were standing in those lands in I i('), when
the Spanish first occupied Nootka." For this PUfP0';;'l' Ulladra

applied tu ~laCJnina and hi ... prinCipal chid.. , whn lIPl)}\ hcin...;
cJlltostioncd, pn"i'tln:ly (lenied that any land... had hn:n h\..-'\1~ht,

or any hl/u ... ~ huilt b~ thl' Fn~li ... h at _'ootka in 17~l). or at an)

olhu timl', The COl1lmissinnl.'f tht'n applied tll Captain ... llf.l)

and Jll~raham as well as 1u till' I'llrtll~lIt''''l' l'aptain of thl' Iphi
J.:"l·nia, all of whom hal'pl'!Itci 1n Ill' llll'rc at thl t1I11l' 1 hl' t\\O

fir ...t rt.:l'lil·.1 at 1cn~th in a ClrClllthtanti:d al'l'tJllllt (0 \\ c. n iilt.'
in the limn' of thl.' .'l·t'fl·tary llf ~tatl' at \\ a ... hillg-tun), \\ 11ll'lI,

aftll' t' 'plail1111g' \\ ith manly falflll"'" all tht.: l'\ l'llls that pm
'liked the 'l'izlIre uf {ilinett', \"l.... " •. \.... l'i1lllain ... tlt{· fullll\\"illg"
parag-raph'

". \1 II' u,lI:( 0'1 I
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\\ 011 ... r\c ur \\J h to b a 1\1 lit I
t bh hill rt r h,lrl had at h t' tl P n
It rc \, \. an \\ cr In a \\ ort! none! (n th .rl
lumlH3 in Ii ',', lh~rc \\3 .. a 1--0 r r th r hit
n) 19'h po b; co\C,'n:J \ Itl1 h arl! made by the Indian
l aptain I )uu a I'd ed to lice pr t r t I hi • I t
\\ I h J 13w1 111 the ame \ car. I h bo r ... 1, k
til Ipll1!:cnia. and the roo(1 c r::-:l\C f 1 (aptellO ~cn In
\\3" cut up 3nrl u ...cd a ... fin'\H cI OJ' J, a- d til l ,1"',,-b, so
that on the arrival of Don Estevan Jose Martines there was no
vestige of any house remaining. .\ tu the.' 13J '. lr [are... 3H1
hl' pllrch:t"l'd from ~ laquina. or an~ -th r (t.. cf, \ e I1n)I ...
iur11h.r than w\.' IH.'Yt.:r heard oj an~ .. althol h \~C rt:m:l rae,' 1Inon
tlh.· .. l: )H.'oplc mile Illonth anti cnuld c n\t:r... \I-h til' p r~

fl'ctl~ well. nc.:-.idl: .... thi \\CO h:l\t; a ...kcd latJllIna and nth r
(:hid...... inCl' our late arri"al if laptall1 It.:arl'" l lr purc1ta ... d
any land 10 r\ootka Sound?" They answered - no! tl"-: t Cap
talll K,,'ndrick \\a~ th,,' nnh man to \\ l'lJl11 tltt:\ ha ~ { r old
any land:'

•

•

The statt'll1l'11ll':'o of this letter wcn: l"Onflrllll'c! It1 all ftOllll hy
Captain \'iana, and thus the scantlalnus fal ... itic", oi . It';tr(' , un

sustainl'd 111l'1l1orial \\'l're conc!usl\'l'h rdull'tl. \ :'lrlCllU\t'l. \lIn
lllust han' keenl\" felt the mortificatioTl oi thl" dik11l111;t IIltll
which thl' llll'IHlacity uf :\Icarc... had plaCl't1 hun-htlt,,' tract l)f
land" dwindling- tu a hundred yanb :-.quart:, allli the "crt'lllOIlS"
to the rCll1ailh of one miserabk- hut had Ill} n'Sllurl"C htlt ttl

break off thl' negotiatiuns, and send tll I'.n~land for I1l'\\ lII .. trllC

tions. Quadra uffered him thc ... mall sput tl'll1J1oraril) \leI.: IfHld
by :\Il'arl'''', r{'strictcc!. huwc\'cr, with till' t pn'''~ UIH1er" a'ldill~

that :-inch Cl·~ .. ilJn ... hul1ld not illllrf":f" \\Ith the nght.> of hiS
Catholic Majesty to Nootka. or an) I... t 1, r port:l,n t t HI
Jllll1in~ O)i]:-its; hut this wa'" n:fn'cil by the Dnt' ..l' c m I r
who lIa, ing "'l'l1t one of hi .... 11t:'Jlcllant ... ali \\Ith de pat h lIt:d
frum outka ull tht, IJth Octoher, and left tht.: 1amar I n

( 1011 1)( tit,,· I un In 17lM '~lIlCOII\er ft th l OJ.• ~

cffcct Ilg- his OhJl'Ct. at'd ..hl)rth ,after" ru:ot the
, It ""lee ...an to k"t'p ';' a t n I r
trahh:aplac,\\ltl.,d rl\\ to {' (). In 7~\\

thorn 1fT Il tt: .ult Crou,...hlt n \h n to\\"
tc III lira \\ l "all ha c oc a h rt \ t an
ttl lit that 111 tht pr It II a ';" th

II In. lip t P tIl lit na t I r h
pat 11(:<1 h\ th \iI\ ( ) tnt t r
In1 11t' I h c -' r I [.,.I,:ha
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.\11 crrOT1l'OU~ account of thi~ expedition \\"3'" ...('nt t) rng1llld

by :\Iearc!'i. rcprc~entil1g- that lJTay had sailed thro11l:h and

throug-h the 5trait. and had COI11(' agam into thl' Pacific 111 the
56th degree of north latitude. Tllis. while it pnwcs J.learc~ to he
incapable of a straightforward ::-tory. abo pro\·c .... that h~ could nut
at that time ha,"e entertained any notion of claiming- the islaml
for the British crown, for such a report. by admitting' the :-,upc
rior claim of another, is Ieyelled directly against that 3:-o ....Utl1p

tion. Sailing north, Gray next circumna\'igalcd. for thl' fir-.;.t
time, "Queen Charlotte's Island:' lying between latitude S l

and 54°, and belie\'ing himseli to be the orig-inal dlsco\'crcr.
named it \Yashington's Isle. He was not altog-ether correct in
this opinion, for its northern point had been rcached by Juan
Perez in J774, and in 1787, it was visited by Dixon. an English
captain, who, conceiving it to be an island. named it after his
vessel, the Queen Charlotte. Jn the latter part of the ~umll1cr.

Gray, having completed his trading operations l rather llnSllC
cessfully), sailed on his return to Xootka. Thc Co:umbia left
:t--.lootka in August, 1789, for :\lacao, with the officcr~ and crew of
the North \Vest America, On her way out she met the \\"ash
ingtoll, when it was agreed that Gray should take command of
the ship, proceed to China, and from thcnce to the l 'nitcd States
by the Cape of Good I-lope, while Kendrick rcmained upon the
Coast. During the years '89 and '9[. I":clldrick rang-ed lip and
down the Coast, disco\'ering many new islands, sounds and in
lets; and in August of the latter year, he purchascd by formal
and public arrangement. and by regular dCt.'d. sC\"L'ral larg'l' tracts
of land ncar ::\ootka from ~Jaql1ina. \\'icallnish and tJthl'f chicf~

of the surrounding country, This purchase is spokcn of by se"~

eral English writers, one of whom dcscribt:s it as l)l.;:in~ in "a
most fertile clime, embracing four degree:; of latitude," \fter
making this purchase, Kendrick sailed fur lhe Sand" eh r~land....
where he was killed by the natin:::.. at Owhyu:-. In ~eptl."mb(·r

of this year, Gray returned to the Pacific III th Columhia f 1
lowed by the: brig Hope. under the COllll11an,} of JO"l::ph In~'Ta

hal11, the former mate oi the Columbia. I t.ur u h r \merican
n;ssl'1s. also bound on the fur trade. arri\"c.t ...hort)' af ef". n.
with the \\'ashington, made ""c,"cn n:- .....t:l ... It II b rin,., t

~tars and ~tripes on the hiI:u,\ ... of the. 'urth Pac he

(sra," in hi ... return reached the coa"-t 11 r ( a

and ..ailing' north\\ard. uusC'f\t'li .1n 01't:TlIn~ I 'I n I II 14t1-

Iudt.' -tl) ttl', fnll \\hich i"Qlt:d a curr nl ...0 ... trLIt 1 r III

Ill ... 1lc:3r approach" I:clng- C 11\lOcc'l til t \\ 1 h 1 j a
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g-fl';l1 II\lT. hl l'IHll';I\IIl"ld to lllh'r It h~ rcpt:atl.:c1ltTort InH

Iwing' ddt'all'll throng-h a pnind of nim' d;lys, he ahallrlllllt,(j lht
311l'lllpt :tlld contilllh,d Ill" ('our .., II) tiH north III \u~\1 t \'lit'

lint) hiln at S-I 30' nnrth. \\ hl'n' Ill' di"'fO\ (, TC:r1 the bnMrI lI1)tl III

the CIl111il1l.:l1t. !lIlW (alk" tlw "1'oTtland ('anal:' \\l1lcl1 lit na'lii-

g"all'd in a IlnrlIH.'a~lrrly dil"l'clinn to tht.· c1islanc<.' of c:ig-Ilt) mile ...
III tht.' Ilh.:antimc tltl' hrig' llnpc and till" other \l11lTlCan \of ...... (") ...

Wl'Te.: pryin~ in ('n'ry l1unk and inlet of till' coa t in IIHlefatigahlc
plIT:o-uancl" of l!lt.,iT trading- tlJlcratiolls.

The Columhia. after \\intl'ring- at Clyoqullt. a I",rt THar
·()(."ltka, SI,:I out with hl'r l'ntcTpri ...ing C1llll1l13nr!l:r III the "PflUg'

llf 17\)2. to Tenew her l'xploratinns. It \\as ah011l thl tl'ne that

"aT1col1n~r arri"t'd upon the cna!'it to I11t'ct the ~pani ...h Comm; ... ~
siol1cr. Q113dra. who was already awaiting- him at . ·ontka. lie.:
rt'ached .the coa ... t at ahout 43 . and commencerl a careful ... arrh

fl)r tht' ri\·er. laid down on the Spani ...h map:-- at -t(1 '(J' Lil\,
~Ieares. he was unsuccessful. and dt'elares in hi ... journal "though

he had sought for it under the most favorable circumstances of

wind and weather, it was his deliberate opinion no such river

existed in that latitude:' He sailed onward. ancI on the "'cconil

day afterward l11et Gray at the t'ntrance of the ~ trait of Fuca.

who ill his good old ship had just left his winter quarter .

Gray informed '·ancou,·cr of hi northern discoycric a..;, well

a ... hi~ di~co"ery of a g-reat ri"er in 40010': upon \\'hieh \·ancoun:-r

abruptly told him he was mistaken, anti in l1uticin~ this circllm

stance in his journal. n~r.r complacently rcmark ...-'·thi... \\3 ...

probably the opening pas..;,ccl hy us nil the 27th:' addin~-··w\.'

ha\'c now explored a ~rcat part of the .\mtrical1 contincnt, t: -~

tending- nearly two hundred and fiftl'cll Iragul's. undl'r thl' nl()st
fa\'orahle circtlmstanct..'s of wind and weather. and ha,·l' Sel'n nl)

appearance of any opl'ning' in its shnrcs. the ",holt- Ctla ...t fllrm~

ing- one compact. solid and Ill'arly strai~ht harril'r a~all1... t thl'
sea." \ littlc piqued at the l~ng-lishll1all's stolidity. (~ray pU ...hl't1
on southward, dctermilll'c1 tn c1t'mnnstrate thl' l'llTrcctnc ....... of hi ...
a<;,sl'rtions. In his COllr"'l·. ht" c1i",coH'red nlllfinch·... harbor, the
naml' of which. ill l'Ol11l11tln with thl' appdlati'lllS hl'sto,n,d b~

him on his otl1<.'r disc()\"t,ril· thl' llriti<o;h g'l'\Igraph\..'rs ha,'\..' alkrl·d

fO ...uit tlu:ir 0"'11 pttrJlII... l..· ()II till' 11th. lay. (.ra) arri\\.·d tlp·

P') It(: the llllrallCl IIi llll' rin'r, and Iwl'dll· ... :-. ni till' ri ... k in hI'"
ardl·nt pirit.,( l'ntl'rprisl' dashl'd holdl) throllg-h till" hn·akt·r ...

lIlI its bar. <Lnd in a fl'\\' Illfll11l'nh ... liclllllt IIpnn till' tranquil bo...om
of a Itr latl ,11111 majl'nil' ri\'l'r,* (;r;l\' :-'Jll'lIl !lilll da~ ... 111 It,
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tradill~ Ilh3n\\ hik \\lth til(' l1all\l·~. rl'J)airill~ anti )Ja'J1tillg' 11'
\l I.:1. "nel in itl)ill~ thl' ca~k"'lJi thl' hlp with frc It \\;lltr frt)n

till' In.'3m. ()11 thl' 2nth. aftl'r h;\\ illg' l1a, ig-ah'd It a far a tilt:
c1r;ll1~hl nf hi ... \(''''''1",1 \\l'Htld allo\\ ,IH:lwn:n 25 ami .10 In'll ) he
n3111l'II it aftl'r Ill ... Ilwn good ship. spn:a.) hi ... ,ail ... to till wind.

and hl,.'at out nn,'f till' har, against a hl'ad wind. into thl ncean.
rhi ... \\IHlid appc.:nr to be prelly C'ol1r1l1sin' l',"idcllC(' of the dl ...rn\"~
c.:r~ of something. nul we ...hall ....11t>rtly se ..... that the diplomatic
kl'(,l1l1l's"'i which could pcrcci,'l' a 1110st wonderful discO\Try in the
mer ailing' past a scallop in till' ..,horl'. hy :\learcs. crO\\'lll'd with
thl.' a l,rti,)!1 that Ill) riycr cxistl'cI in that quarter. cannot find

in the actual t'ntrance of a rin:'r. in that \"ery place. and in it ...
na\"ig-ation to the ciistance of nearly thirty miles inland. any di~

co\"('ry at all. \ ... we intend. howe\'er, to claim it as a disc(l\-ery.

and to han' all the right:-; and priyileg-es flowing' therdrfllll. we
may as well here: rcler again to the rule that the nation which
di~con.'r... the Illouth of a ri,-er. by implication di..;co\'er~ the whole

conntry watered by it. ..'\pplying thi:-; principle to our di~con.·ry

oi the mouth of the Columbia, we extend OUf own titlt, with the

limit..; oi it:-; lt1i,~hty branchc~, fro111 the 53<1 parallel on the north
to the ..pd on the south: and from their g-urg-ling' sourc,,", ... at the

ha"ec: of the Rock,' :\Iountains, to the resi::;tlcss \'olull1l.' that
swells the tiell' of the Pacific,

Haying- taken this principle as the rule of our rig-hlS, we \Viti
no", bridly a<1\"(:rt to the disg-raceful attempt which has heen
made In" two British officers to cheat era," of his reward, -\~

• •

'n.' alludt: to Vancouver and on\.' of his lieutenants-Hroll~hton,

\\to: ... hall ha\"l,.' to follo\\" tht.'ir Cc)llr~\.' for a while, \\"4..' left them
1m thl..:' 7th lay parting' with Capta'in (;ray at the Strait ni Flica.

from which point they ...ailed ill an l·a .... tcrly direction all1nr: it~

outh\.'rn ... hcln'. landill~ once I)r t\\iet.' tn heat dnlms. hlllw ~nlmp

l't--. and di~Jll:t.y fla~~ and gaudy unifurms to naked ...;1\ a~e<o;" h)
\a, of taking' formal pu... s\.· ... sinn of th\.' country. in \ illiatinn Ilf

the ....olt:-~"n l"IJnn'ntiiltl WhUSl' ... tipl1latinn ... it was tht.'ir ",p\.·\:iaf
duty to cf)Il<o;,..'rn·.* \\"hill' the\ \\l'n' titus \.ng-ag-l'l1 in al11l1 ...in~

• •

the intloCl:l1t and ullconsdoo .... natin· ..... t\\o Spani<o;,h ... dlllll1l\.·r ....
namt.'r1 tIlt: Stltil and til ..· ~Il'xicalla, ,\'hich, 1I11ckr th\.· ~:llml1lalld

of (ialiano alld \"ald ..·.... had hl'l'n \.·lIg-a,~t'd in a mitl\\t\.· ....un t·\ pf
tht: nortlu:rn l'oasts. arrin'd in th\.· ~tr;lit fllr th\.' Jlllrpt ......· Ili
thoroug-hly ('xploring tllat abo, allrl gl'ltillg' lht.: ... tart "If llll'

-.'\11 11111 1"11 lit! I... II IlItih' IIl1tl, r Ih, ,1",,· IIr li'lO, ut II ""11111 11 11,0111 n
uOI)r>r Till' ,,,mllulIHI I.t 1101l1'llItnl Ilulll.,.ol "111,h 11/\.,.,,1 tht' :--I!'IIII.t.1 t:t
100 lUll oJl.f"<.HrluK II,," horh"''' ",hl<h \,lIlo'III1Hr III Ih... j,t "t' .1:11 11'1 D 118TU

• tlmlnlt) lull l'url Illl)V f) II' 1,11,11 I'a ,,'
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•
J:rtt HI • 111l'~ luI tilt \\;t) <llllllg" It Illlrtill fll fnllr • \ mcctmt:"

ltlpk ....Ial' hlt\\ltl1 thl parli{~. ho\\t.'\c.:r ,mil III t:ttl, all (11

pute 011111 J('alllll it,: "i. It ",t'-> agTnd tn l1wkl.' til larch 'II c ,m

r r\. I his .Hrang"lIlH;nl \\a!" faithfllll\ rarr Ii filii _ tht.' parti
l,.'," fl.. I , till l'aoil(;.H j'intard's ~IIIlTld. eli ('o\("Ted Ii) « pta n
l,ra\ :lnt! tht.: tl"rrllnr\' on \\hich ,'ootk;1 \~a lltlated Yo.1- . .
found. ac('ording to hi", prl·fliclinn .... to ht· an 1 lam1 1 he Cl,m

hillld fht,t ....hqrtJ~ afttT\\anl .... arrin·d at . ·ootka. \\ :H:1l ir m fh
clrcuM .... tann.... of the jllint cin.'unma\ i~atinn. it \\01 .. cell (1 Quadra
and Vancouver's Island, tht.: first branch 1)( th\: <I1'l't.'1'ation be nt:"
the n:tnlL' of tIll' ~pani ... h Collll11l ......1111H:r th 11 a, th t plac. \ e
hal t: "'(Tn that no arratlg'C'lllt..'l1t ",a ... cfft'('"ll'd h) the l\\lJ com.
1Ilh... it)l1t:r:--. and \·ancollH.'r. in \'iew of thl' hopt:!l'......ncs.. of jnrc.
II1g any ilclY3ntag-I.' jroll1 the resulutl' ~pal1lard. prepared to take
hi... f!l.parturl.'. J lis preparations were acct:!eratl.·f! into ha ... te.: b)
being' inforlllt."cI hy Quadra that the..' incldati~ahk Yankt.'e \\horn
hl' had ml't in thl' spring'. off the :trail of I'uca, had succ<:er1e,1
in l'l1ltring- the..' rh·cr. the existence of which he (\ anCOU\c.:fl had
cknicd, and. T110rcXH·Cf. that he had exp!ofl'" it to a cun:-idc.:rable
distancl' from the ocean. In proof of this. (~ra)'s chan... were
laid lIdofe him. ~o mall like~ to be ddeatl'd in his prog-no.. ti
cations and upinions, and least of all. an [ng-lishm3n. In thi ...
case it will hI.' feadily im3g-incd the rule was nOt softclll'd with
\ anCOl1\'1.:r hy his ri\'aJ's being from no~ton Bay. lInda tlll· ... C

bitter ft.:l~ll11gs 9f disappointment and chag-rin. \·ancot1n:r ha... tily
st.'l out for tilt' rin'r on the 13th of (ktnber-fin' months aiter
tht.: discoH'fy-with Gray's chans alld de~criptilln... for hi", ~t1idl'''',

actuatl'd by tlu.: rl'solute intention of recon:ring" his rl'putation h)
(liscon'ring- it oyer ag-ain. ()n the fRtll hl' arri\"(~d at r~ullfinch·...
nay, the name of which. maugTc (;ray\ chart .... Ill' ch:lIlg'cd til
\\ hi:dk,\·... hadHlL after 011C of his lil'll1l'1l31ll"', Filldill~ 011 hi ...
arri,,;:tl at thl Il1l1llth of the Cllll1mhia that thl' drauJ.!ht of hi ... tn'l1

'l· ......(·1 \ IIl!ld not admit of hl'f entranCt·. he "'aill'd 011 ttl til\.' port
Ilf . <111 \' rallri ...rv. in California, dl.'tal'hin~ Lil ntl'lliliH I:rlHIg-htll1
to tht "l'nin'. This worth) repn'Sl'lll: tl\1.: and clladjuttlr lilt ft.:d
tltt.: Tl\' r ill tht' Chatham. on thl.· .!oth IIf llctobl'r. (fi\ C 111011 11 ...
to a da) iron: till' timt.: of (,ra)·... til,; >3rltlrl) ~llld thl'r • tl h ...
t1rpn fuund :lllchorul tht.: hrj(T J 1111.\, I f nri lllJ. \\hid\ \ '.. ~ )

ha, alII g'Ol ·lS illform3til1il r la'j\· til the- ri\lr fr IIll I ttk.I a
fe\\ cia ), forc.:

! (lIl1tinueci ' I , . J ,
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