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or Jo ph bat r at tb Pi D • r union, fa t ,

Ir. rot a folio n th alu f hi n I
p r rait tud nt and read r of hi t r h n

rn tl t onc i hat mann r of fa t and of man thi
that a u hi torical name can ha e b n ill, a the fir tad
dir t t indication of all, earch a rl for a portrait f r I
th r a onabl portrait there ar ; and n r r t till h ha mad
out if po ible hat th man' natural fa a like. £
h ontinu "I ha e fund a portrait up rior in real i
ti n t half a doz n biographi a bio raphie are ri t
ra r let m a I ha e found that the portrait a a a 11
Ii h d candl b hich th biographi ould for th fir

r ad and om human int rpr tation b mad of th m.
The abo ntiment app al to m ith r d ubI d f r

h r nt almo t uphop d-for acqui ition f a portrai f th
a ou hom I am to p ak to ou oda .

I had Ion b en con inc d f th importance of J
ate place in th earl hi tory of on. Th r co d

a i it a la -mak r and a a bold ur or of n hi h
to th aeific . th peru al of hi brilliant tat pap rand

riting creat a de ire to kno th man a intimat 1 a
ible. et, b cau. e no photograph of him i ted, th r a

to be an elu i quality about hi p r onality hich no am u
of de cription b tho e ho rememb r d him be t could h 11
di pel.

ut in the e latter da a kind of miracle ha been
for tho e ho kne pplegat intimate1 before hi Ii ht U'A'"+

ut nineteen ear ago one man a natural arti t r tain d
m n al imag of him that ha pro ed capabl of reproduc i n

i h p neil and bru h. nd about four month a 0 thi m
. r. eorge ppl gate completed a portrait hich tho b
abl to jud pronounc an e cell nt lik n f Je ppl
1 hi pi tur lik th 'mall light d candl ' ill help u t T a
h or of hi lif aright.

J ppl at a a pion T, for h am t r n i
I 43 ith th migration hi h a hi d th P Tlnan llt
111 nt of thi untT '. t h diff r d id 1 fT m th pi n r-
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IIlI; t\ II a that t~ pl: I' COlllllHHlly ullfln.. to{)"- r r1" not mean as
It ha hu: It mi"'l1lHkrslood by writers of olel. \\TII-c:.culcd (IJUII­

trtf • \\ ho an unable to appreciate the qualities required tu lllak
a d fnll1ticr:-man. \\"c think of a ploncer as a man uf UTl­
lOmlTIoll phY"lcal nrility, bold, stcadfa t, resourceful, capable
of clldl1rill~ hardships: a man who oflen shows ~ood natural
po\\C'r ... of mimI, but who is wanting in that training which ~S

n.'qm"'llt: to complete intellectual efficiency_ \\"c arc not apt to
3.....')('la11.: \\ ith the phy~ical and moral ql1alitic~ that mark he
l~pical l'i(luc.l'f the highest mental attributes. "'cre we to do
thl .... thl' rv.. u!tant product would be a man rc:-.cmhling- ]t:"',,"c \p­

ph:~atc,

Un the phy ...;ical side few Illen ha,·c been better adapted to the
life..' of the frontier. lIe was O\'er six feet in heig-ht, and well pro­
portioned; crect, rather square, but muscular and very strong.
Hi~ power~ of endurance are indicated by the fact that he morc
than once..' walked ~ixty miles in a day without serious inconn~n­

icnce, and that fony mile was light work for him. Drought up
on thl.' plains, he readily made himself an expert woodsman and
muuntaineer. During his lifetime no other man probably was
so pcrfl'ctly familiar, from actual experience, with the wild moun­
tam pas:-.cs and lonely forests of Southern Oregon. He had tr3\'­
ersed most of them with chain and compass; through some h..:
had piloted companies of troops, searching out the lurking places
of hostile sa, ages. lle was alert in the presence of danger, fertile
in l'xpedients, bold but ncyer rash. His knowledge of the charac­
ter and habits of Jndians was excellent. lIe knew when to trust
and when to distrust them. In a word, under proper condition.;
he might ha\'e been a Daniel Boone. In some respects ..-\pple­
g-atc's pioneering labors were quite as arduous as were those of
the great pathfinder of the Alleghenies. Again"t the Il\Yilder­
ne"s Road" of Boone mav be placed the much lonO'er II "'outhern. ~

Route" into Oregon opened by :\ppl.egate; against Boone's pilOt­
ing of the emigrants to Kentucky in 1775. Applegate's leader.hip
of the equally critical emigration of 1843.

But while pioneering to Boone was the whole of life. to Apple­
gate it was only one feature in a life that wa remarkabh' rich
and ,·:tried in it~ experiences. He was a pioneer because" ~omt
of the circum'tanccs of his environment made him one: he was
\cry much mure than a pioneer Lec3use he had easih' o\·ercol11e
other circlHn tanCl'" \\'hich might have limited hi~ acti~·ities to the
p10llt'ering firld.





\111 h nark,d h1l11 IIlH lall'f a niH IIf till be t Tt;( 1 lilt II 'Ill th
lou'fic (<<.1. II~ ~.lilwl. nl ..n. "'1l111t f.ll111h;aril\ \Hh L.ltllt, :111<1

11" '111 \\.1\. \\( kllll\\ 1101 ho\\. fit: tlOptd a lng-Hlady pur,
ell .. '!ltd 1I1l1 gr.h,truilltlrar~ ...t~lt lie ;ICljlllTtd In ilfldltinn.l.t
I a ... III th,ltHI ... oi Ih l \\idt'l\ ,lilfl'TtIlI "'t·itnn 111141\\ ;'\I1c1

..11t fl" • holh Ilf \\hl<:h prt'\t·d of III tllH'1 l'nlC't; 11111 l)I1~ t)

h, l f hut t ' the Ill:\\ Ctlllllr'1llit\ Ill: \\.1., tn hc:lp built) lo C) n

th 1111 untaill'"

\ alnach ... tated. ,,(' do not kllll\\ \\lth "hat lJrf of p ~hw:l

ct' ( ""le'al ulea .... prcjutlin ... and prcllih,'{'lil>n Je... Appl('g'a·
Co'! t It 'he Il1tda H l of E(lwanl I:atl·.... nu \\e arc at no I"...... t '~

d fine Ilu. II1lhll'11Cl' which till'" ~rt:;lt I lin... t l ntcd It')t'l1 h'
) ch\.lnl Halt" wa ... a gt·ntlt:1l1an uf till' old "'che, II. I:f,rll In \ 1r•
... lt1"3 J11 ... t at tht· c11l... l' of \\·a ... hing-tllll·... flr ..t al'''l1l11 ... t .. lIun, n
tA .1 ljuakc-r \\ho had ...uhonlinatt.:-d rl·lI.:..:-illll I)r patnnll ... m ('11;)

I'll .. cl1011t:h til fig-ht for hi:-- cOlllltr.\ in tIlt' Pt'\ull1'ilJt13n \n 1~.

l·tI \.lr41 gall'" \\.l'" nurturt..·d in an at111o~phcrt' of l",m ..cnalbm,

j h \\ cllt til :-;1. I.oui ... in 1814. carryil1~ \\ ith hilli. a ... hh puhl:c
C;lftlr ..1111\\ .... till' political principll's l'.·pOl11Hlt-d in the I'ld rall .. t
and t ·l·lllplilil'd in \\·<l"ihing-ton·.... pn·~idL'ncy. If Ill' l\t.:'r attclldc I

til till' I1llln' radical teacllillg~ ()f .Il'ff('r~lln. thl' inl1ul'IlCt: \\;1 ... It""t
111)1111 him. In thl' lall~uag-e of l)l1l' \\Titl'!". "Ill' w<\ ... ,\t.:·dtkd t,

thl' ... tril"tt· .. t ruk ... of law anti prl.'cedL'l1t." Tn him <lnytlllng "';l\ur­
ill~ oi ratlicali:--lll :-'l·l'llll'cl. to quotl' tlw ~al11t' author, "the Itt'ral,}

of the trulllp of dOt)lll." E"cn during' the mll:'.t turhull'llt In'riod
of thl' ('j,'il \\ ar. when to lllO .... t mCIl thl' saying' l)f ~Ii ....... tlllri ap­

1H.:arl'd to ju ... tify rather jniurmal and "itr{JIlg I11l·3sUrL' .... ~Ir. I:~\tl''''
•

fllllnd it illlpfl~:-.ihll· to (J\"l'rCOllll' hi ... ing-rained hatn'" of plliitit:a!
radil" t1i ... ll1. "Tht.:'fc i... no ... nch thing-:' hl' flt-clan·d. "a~ a patriotk

:'O,d h'lIlt: ... t \llIl'rican r:tdical." Thl' ~pirit uf \\ a .... hill.~"'n()II· .. ian:­
\ dl addn· ....... which had fallcn lik<: :1 hll·.., ... ing- 11ptHl hi ... childho'Jd.

rl'mailll'd til ...allctif: till' pullical g-rid.., of hi old a.t:"l.

(In 011l' qlll...... tilll1 :\Ir. nah: ... actllall~ \\a r,ulicaJ. thlll1~h II.

\\3 c1 ..uhtl t !'i'" llllt'IJlhCipll'" of thl' l<lct; that wa ... thl" qul.... til1l1 01
... la't:n lit· '11;1) ha'l' c1cri\'cd hi ...... trong' anti- ... la\ l n prlldi\ de>
{rllm hi f.JlI<1ktr l"OIlIllCtiol1. for largol Iltllllhn... III tht:"'l' people
annualh mig-ralt·" fnJl1l till' ()III South til thl ~t.lt( ... north tlf tltt:

IJhul I" ton l''1t1f'nn: l,f tht· n'\i\al oi ... Ia,c:-r, l'arh in tht la ... t
- -

c ntlln But th HId "'cho01 \ irg-inia ... talt,..... I11Jll. Iikt \\ ",l ...hlll~Ol1
an 1 Jl tTt" on, \\tTt 31"'11 llppo ul to ... Ia\t:n ITl prilll"'il'lt:. ,md

'Cl Batt rl'nO l'(110':-\L l.t.Iui tt a timl "hl'lI til'll 'll'''''' "t;rl
·111 cl1rr Ilt Itt mao' ha\t IIra\\ n thl'll1 ir Ttl that "'PlIl"l'l'





')2~- - • Joseph S,h,,!er

J" 'mall farm" .111i1 \\ork J by free labor 111tO til characteristic

...ion t lilln! plantation'. till' Unif)l\C indll trial form uncler \\ hith
the; ~o\1th \\.,,, Iu.:coming- unifil'fl. This proce 0;; of unincation

31\"" ... Ult:ilnt till elimination of two c1as ...cs of the earlier et­
tlc.:r'" thll~t.: \\ ho could not own slav('~ and tllO"C who "Quid ll,Jt

,m 11 ...1an·.... \ppkg-atl' was abundanti) able to huy laY(' ... had

h dl("-t.'11 10 dn "'0, hut he would not uecolllc till.' o\\'ner of human

chatlt:ls. (I am tnld that he did buy for hie; \\if· a ,la\c ~irI.

hut in order to n:scuc the waif from brutal treatment cl ...e\\hcre

amI lIlIda a pll'dg-l' of manUinissioll. The g-irl, however, did 1I0t

n:ach maturity.) For field lahor he had to depend upon the ex­
pl'dicnl ni hiril1~ sla\"cs from neig'hhoring- 111 a ... tcr.... no white
laborers hl'ing' prClcurablc.

Un (Jccidil1g' to g'o to Oregon. Je~c;e .\ppll·gatl: abandoned hi,:;
farm. IcaYing- a g'ooc..l share of the predous year'~ crop in the
barns, and, it is said, the bacon of 300 swine in the smokehouse.
He loaded four wagons with such provisions and other goods
as could be taken on so long a journey, and gathering up about
100 htad of cattle and horses, started for thc rendez\'ou" near
Jndcpcndcnce.

It is Ilot my purposc to gi,'c an account of the journey. which
has becn frequently dcscribed: nor is it necessary to insist too
strongly 11pon .\pplcg-atc·s services in bringing' this emigration of
nearly OIlC thousand thrOllgh to the \Villamette, IIe was in­
stinctiYcly recognized by these \ \restern men (is a leacier. and in
the reorganization that took place just beyond the Kansas Ri"er,
hl' ,,'as choscn captain of that part of the company which had the­
bulk of the cattle. the so-called "cow cohll11n." From Fort Hall
tn tilt.' Columbia. the part of the route On'r which no wag-on
trail had yt:t been made, .\pplegate is said to have bCl'n in ad­
vance, with his compass. to determine at critical poinb the cour5~

"hich should he followed. In this work hc was g-rently nid~d by
Dr. ""hit man. whosl' familiarity with the fl·g-ioTl l'nabled him to
make valuahlt., ... ugg-cstions. Tn dcscentling- till' Columhia \\ itll
raft an aedlknt occurred and threc pcrsons "efl' drowned.
nllc of ll1(."l· "a.. Jesse \ppltg'ate\ chll'st child, a brig-ht. sttl­
dil)l1 hoy of l\\eln', namt:d for his friend and patron, EJward
Bat< J.ind"l·~· \pplcg-ate al 0 ltl~t a ~on ;:It lIll' same time.

\JlpJl'~ate l,ltlt.·d 1111 Salt Crcek, then in '\ amhill "'ounn. HOW

111 Polk ( (HUlt), \\ Iwrc he rt:mail1l'l! till tIll' srrin~ of IKso. He
du1 'Olt larnllllJ::'. rai"l-t\ a fint: hl'nl uf cattle:. huilt and J1tana~l't.I
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•

h (r I • he formal o:.ancllOIl lIf a pllpubr lute. \.. hil
og d on If the con<;titutlnnal pnn I lOll the)' would

b In t;ung \\ 'f c. The situation c3uo;,cd I)I11C he it.1UCV

h J Ion DlIl chang"c wert.:: qrcly J1l'('d~d. crups
a r 'InnJ::' attention the people \\erc r tl\l. the

rn (' t 1:'11 \car old-\\~, all hut fll'.HI 311)"\\.1.Y. and
t l I1It ~t tc'" gO\ 'rnmcnl \\utiltl "'0011 lIlakt· (Jrc-

1 rtll n -l) tht:\ clccidcd. in a ven informal \\3). to
• •

r r th fllnddmcnta" law~ ao;; mere ~ atllle", capable of beln~

, a tit "Ill t)( the committ<,'c..: \ ri!=:,id Ja\\'1cr might
I a 1.1( 1 C tro ·'Jk to dtlc..:rmine whl're, undt'r that the0rv,
th lmItt e I'at' obtained it-- po\\cr to lc~i~late at all. But 1I1

th'r \ e tern "pirit. taking- common sen ...c 3:':l a .lZuidc..:, th·
l nn Itt~ ignon.:d all ... ueh metaphysical "'lib ktic .... and pr4r­

e led 1 1 ~i ~at(' It reorganized the ex(·clIti\·c and judiciary,
t 1Jar lcl th h:gl ... lati\c committec..:, rc\isctl the land law, cutting­
out th to\\ 11"'1111' ~iib to the two mission.... and pro\·ided for an
cit ct'\ S\ tCI11 of taxation.

, h e \H ... pillg' chang-l'''' were not submitted to the people ior
r,ltJfi ... 3tll n ... r rc·j ction. \\hich \\as a seriou ... omission. Instead
till pc (ll,lt: WlTI: ;I ... ked to yute on thl' question uf holding- a COI1­
littllltlll.tl C'I1\lntHlIl. Some interpreted the last proposition as

.1 11141\ ('I1H 111 in f;l\or uf inrkpt'l1dcnt statehood. It aroused much
1I1'1"'sltlHn ;lI1d \\a~ finally yntt'd c1o\\;n. :\Iany criticised the ac­
linl1 of till I g-i ... latin committee from intcrc~tccl motives. it is
trill. hut tl1 ...·r ... \\;'IS sO much in its procecdit1g~ that was irregular,
if 110t pr, .. iti\l'!v illigal. that its work could not ~ain the g-ener::d
011'1'1'41 a' '11 tilt Iwopl ...·, Thcre wa ... widespread discnntcnt and
1-1

rh 11 \\ It:g-i ...latl\t COl11mlttee came.: tog-dhl'r Jun(' 24, l~tl-5.
":th J1 -\pph:g:llt.' :.l(,l11bers frum Yamhill County.. \ppk~atl.'

han 10 ked \\ '~h l. tfl,:nH.' disfayor upon the proceedings of the

:1r " f)Tl 11 e \\ , 110\\ In !'ohow what was his solution of th~

pr ,1,1 f r atlO~ a ... table g-o\'ernml'nt fur the ()reg-lln colon.\-.
It t mpl tcl~ don,inatt'd tilt' committel·. 3<0; the rt:Cllrd ..
,e a ahie te, carr) uut hi ... \ it.:\\'~ pl'rfecth- 'I hi .. wa", hI:-..

r Ir ttl' \I'" the fundalllt.:lltal Ia\\~ of 1R..J3, \\hicil
'11 pte' 1" pulaI' \otl', n:akin~ tlte c!OCtlIlH:nt a true­

1"'( rl \ j<O;lon \\ a ... madl' \\ ith 111'" own hand. oth r
,f t-"e c n m ttn' apparl:nth maki,,~ onl) a flW millor

t n~ t th'· t'\\ in trumt:l1t together \\ nh thl' l'arla r
It \\ I t 1 ttJ ..upplallt UlU t ht: ubmiltld t, thl.:





II ""f"
'1 (Ire: -11. r ached 1I1l: IU\ t 'lI" a Il w da) afta hi

1.:' thad h ~n etTcctcd, lie \\:\'" (kepi 1I1l1're cd h) It.

t h Ilull nil Ua\ (')I,'pan) ,t.:r II rompl t I~

haT 11 b r ,)f \t11t;rlCC1n .. that th) I tit C) npan)
1I1mtl1l cl>ntracltth I'r)\ilOualJ,:0 ro' CI·)

1 1 tl1C:Tr a Ith ·nl) 111 the cO\lIltr~ where th .) hart
rc: ..p ct 1 h~ the natnc triile.: and (l})llgecl th~m ;u

·1 t) tht: la\,'" ,f the \er) people \\ho ,,{'tllc ~':"1t. 11:

t I ,f he I 11d th ~ contnhult.-t ..0 :.:cncrou ..1 and 1arg' ,

n

t

,'"Or
r

hI ()r J.: -11 \\a" at la"'1-alld ior the til'.. t time-under a "'c­

r , d t fficH.:nt ~t erml1ent. .\11 inh·r..·...h had hnll ...uhj etc'!
'It IUn"i(!lclltm. all factional oppn"'lliutl diminatt>d. It \\:1, .. a

\lr111 nt that commanduI unin'r.. ,,1 n.·~pt.'ct. 'l'curl'li equal jn ..-
1 cc all 1 ft. h:r '" the:' pfll..p('rit) of till coll1n~. It...... \leee ...... may
ha chad. 31 t. a l'lr;:::-c inlll1t:ncl,; upon tht.' ... t. ttlt.·llll'nt of tht: houtl­

,I n .:l'~ tlllll bt t\\ ('l'n (~rcat Britain ami tht: L'nited ~tatc"', -, hi ...

'\ rnn lnt n·1l1.litwcl in full uperation "ithout the necc ... :-it~ tli
(11rtl1(r amtlldmt.·lltlh.)\\11 to larch ,~. IK.JI). wht.·11 C;l'l1cral In:-l'J)h

l1l prlldall11td I )rq~on a Tl'rritllr) of tht., L'nited ,St.lle.... In

til( 11 h ,i thi .. n lital Ilf fa('\,-; it ",l'l'nb hardly 3n l·."ag-g-l'ration

til .1\ that till 1I111111 of g"Oot! g-OH'rJ1llll'nt \\11'" con[l'fred upnn the

(In ~ HI l'tnplt ") thl' n·pn.· ...l.·ntaliH· from Yamhill. Jl·""l.· \p­
ph '~'Ih'

\pl'lt' all'· ... a('li\ itic:-. during- tilt, hrief "'l'", ... ions of JUlle and
\ \i... I 1. IX..J5 arlo' p:trtl~ r<:\cakd h) an l·.";.uninati'lll qf thl)~c

II \ h 1111\1" I'Jllkillj.., hllXl· ... of Illallu ...I,,'ril'\'-; pn "l.'n·el! ill till' :--;l.'l'rC­

t In l,f tlltt·... ollin. and labt.'lrd "pm, i ... ional g-'lH'rnml·IIt," In
1 I h llth\ ritil1~. l111k t gn:atl) t. rr, arl,.· tht., Ill·'...• CU\btitutil)Jl.

1 1 .nal t,} t Ilngre and rtlurl' than tllll-half of tht.: Cl>n ... i,l-
1'.11 In II) la\\ pa l:d in that )l.ar. \\ ilh rarl' and ...Ii~ht

) 1!oi tilt furtll i ... fallltl(- ...... 3tllt lhl' "'l1h... tallcc trul'. Thllllla ...

II p, 11 1 re,: ... llt!T1t:" t) thl ~l'natl' lltt.: I1w1lll.rial of IS-l,3.

C"'.111 C mn nd It 3 .... a ,h·(,IjItll:lIl \\hich rtfleclcd high
tit. t;t'"lcan c'tl n'" TI\lIl~ 111 ()r("~lm. nd If th

1 II r, mc I \\ .... '\.I'Ph:~atl: put thr)fl yh the [

r, J cI t' II~ th t ,IllS ~ n l rnllll'llt cal ft;Cl ....

r1 . 11 I' r ... 11 ,th nil ,f nt·thl.:r .)\ 1 IIpt>1I

r t an I elll r I lilt). ilml l'( tt3 l~ hintlm ...
111 pn ... 1: 111 \1('\\ on ...13\\:,. H,

f,lh tl' kl' ,1 hili fllr ~an III a ct.:rta'll pt;~

.", r r f(' On tit 11th )f \u tt!oit ht.:
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I cf'h

that Uf pr nt 5 uall -n, \\hen lull) la d 11 fore )OU, \\111 It

1I h ur honorable bl..)dy oi the.: 11("'(' colt) of (Xl ·ntltng

h ron arm of ~drdi3n lup and protee ,Oil Ilver hi"; di-;tan t

L • b a t1lul p rtJOn of the t·nited ~-tat(' • domal11. (Jur rei
\\11h the pr ud and po\\erful trihes nf ]11111:111'" re td1l1£r

ea t of the a carle fountaine;., hitherto uniformly amicahle anrl
pa the ha c rcc nlly a""sumell quite a tlift"crcnt character. ~[hey

h3\ h utcd the \\3;' \ hoop and crim ...oncd their lUmaha\\k ... in
the bJ ,d ( If clt'zens. *' *' *' Circl1l11<;.tanccs warrant ~ol1r

mem ria I t In belie\"ln~ that 171311) of the powerful tribe':>
hal c f rmed an allianc!.: for the purpo...e of cHryin~

n ho hlttlC'" ag-ainst our ...cttlemcnt.... *' *' *' To repel
• •

the attack .. of so formidable a foe. and protect our fa ::1ihe ...
and prop n\ from Ylolcnce and rapine. will require more strength

tha \\c po ..c.... • * .* \\+e han.' a right to expect your aid.

and \OU are in ju...tice.: hound to extend it. * .. * Ii it he at
all the Il1tc.lltinn IIf our honured parent tn ..prea,l her g"uardian
"iug- 1I\t:r Ilt"r ..on .. and dall~hter:-. in Dreg-on, she sure!) will
110t n. fU<i,t, to dc) "0 no\\. when they are strugg-ling- \\,jth all the

Ills of a wt'ak and tcmporary ~U\'erl1lllenl, and when perils arc
d.tiJy thicktning- around thcm and preparing to burst upon their
htad. \\ htn the cn~uing slimmer's sun ~hall ha\'c dispelled the
!lIm frlllll the I1llluntain:-. we shall look with glowing hope ...

,U1I1 Tl· ..th .... anxidy for thl' coming- of your laws and your arms'-'

\pl'kgaa's puhlic car~cr. after the Cayuse \Var, in which
hl' IH:rforl11t',1 \"aluable sen"iccs as chairman of the loan commis­
ion, C':'tn hl' quickly summarized. He was in the Legislature

ju ... t IJllet..' ;1 .. represernati\"c from Polk County in 18....9. Thi~ was
tht, la .. t ........... inn unuer the pro\'isional government and little was

dUlll' a ... compared with the sessions of 1845, In 1857 he was a
I11t milt r of thc COJl\"cJltion to frame a con .. titution for th~ Stat~

ui {)T!,.l;0n, but for ....Olnt: rea~on not yet fully explained he \\Cnt
hnmt'" !,eforc its \\ork wa... fini"hed, He had g-one to the Umptlua

\ a It"\ to li\ c in tXso, There he developed an attractive and
aluable lJropt'rt) in the form oi a large farm ann stock ranch.

HI" ~T at huu""" at the foot oi ).[OUI1t Yoncalla was Ollt: of the
1111 t C untn hOll .... t: .... in Oregun. 1t wa~ a large, well-built,

r m\ man .... \ III, and wa .. tor the time eleg-arnl~ furnished, it \\3 ..

n ,j th~ fc. \\ hNI ..e .. that ('ouM btl~i'.t a parlor l1lelodt"on Rut

t th tudc:"1[ of pplt..'g-atC'·, hfe and character it i yt:t mor",'
It c. till tnt that Ihi~ home contained a larg-t', \\ ell a ....ofteJ

and \\ "ud II'hrar~ Hi ('"ollectiol1 uf huoh: ha~ h ell in part
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d tr y d and in part aU r d; but th re i evidence t how
that it ontain 1 me two or thr ' th u and v lume and that
it \Va pc iall ri h in th d partments of general literature,
hi t r.. , s icn 'and the publi documents illu tratin the politi-

al deY 1 pm nt f th nit d tate. He had the record of the
.\111 'rican n<Yr c mplete, I am toW, for the year 1789. Hi
hi tori al equipment includ d uch important sets a ibbon,
Hallam Hume lli on, :JIacaulay, Prescott, .:\lotley, Carlyle,
Hildreth, Bancroft, tog ther with numerou less extensive work.

The man who would have uch a library shipped around
ape Horn to Or gon, as Applegate did, has a prima facie claim

to be regarded a a cholar, or at lea t as a philosopher, in the
earlie t m anin<Y of that term. And Jesse Applegate wa a
philo opher in the same en e in which Jefferson wa one-a
man who loY d all knowledge and tried earnestly to ma ter th~

outline of all true cience. Hi keen analytical mind, tenaciou
memory and extraordinary intellectual activity, with the aid of
hi fine library, made po ible to him a degree of learning to
which few a ide from profe ional cholars ever attained. He
wa known a the "Sage of Yoncalla."

Applegate took the keene t intere t in all local tate and
national political problem, a i demonstrated by scores of public
and priyate letter, the party platforms he indicted. and the:
numerou erie of re olution he pre ented to pol tical conven­
tion. He remained to his extreme old age a force to be reck­
oned with in Oregon politics. Once he was an unsucces ful can­
didate for the United State enate; again, it is said on the be t
authority. a certain "bos ' offered to procure him the enator-

J

. hip on certain condition , but Applegate unhe itatingly purned

the offer.
Everything he wrote on p litic ha now at lea t an hi torical

int r . t, while hi marvelou ly lucid and riginal tyle inve t"
very subject, how ver eemingly commonplace with an inter­
t on its own account. But hi rank as a political philo opher

i be t det rmined from a ri f lett r~ on th ubject of re­
con truction, which h wrot in th fall of I 65 at the r que t of

chuyl r olfax, peaker of th Hou f R pr entativ . Th
four I tt r , amounting to a liltl Ie than four n w pap r c 1-
umn , w r printed in th regon tate J urnal, from vhich the."
\\' 'r r c ntly copied with th ditor', p rmi. i n. Th.' r ' L I
a profound insight int th gOY rnm ntal sy tem, a t adfa t

aff ,ction for th con. titution with its many up rlati\' " cl-
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I" a much rart., r \"Irttl -a tfll( apprl'clil­
, he con... tillltion oi Ihe l nitcd . talt.: .... '· II(

ng' ('llled lht'" l..."TC31t.:"1 Il1tlnUI11Clll of human
" I a .. lIru) t.:i iI and [Cll:::10U" ri~hb oi ...cli-g'O\ ('Tn­

T a' l.atl n. and th11ugh con'trainctl h) the l1l'n·,,:-.il~

Inc ,nnl tmg' opinion.., and reconciling' Ilppn ... itc In­
n cntlon dC\"j"'CI] machincr)" tll l'th'ct thc ... t.: gn~al

hat '13\( ... t()(}(! the tc ...1 oi ncarly Clg-hly ) ('ar"'-3 period
. n ha ... pn;~n"""'l'd mUfe mcntall~ and phy ...ical1~ than
ntllriC'-. c,f any prior epoch. It ,... therefore no di"'par­

t) the \\j ..dom 311ft patriOli .... m of ib iml110rtal framer ...

Jf a t t c.: i cOI'l to he ~on~rned h~ the con... tit111ion han' in-
r, ::I. ( I tI.:nfuld. and 'I'rcad thcm"clyc:-- from ocean to ocean. and

tl1l" ~~1· r t it \\3 .. to iO.. t('f han: g-rowTl and din·r.... ified in far
gnat\ .. pr'lp rtloll", that under tht!' ~cyt'rl.· ~trail1 of a bloody
(I 1 aT S(J It part ... of it ... machincry han~ pron:d dcfcctiyc and

ther ,IN It Ie h) thl' changl':-- wrou.g'ht by it."

lie.' tht n prClClul ... to ... how that :--t)l11e pro\-i~ions need to be

~d(ILCI to tlH con ... titulloll and other:-. withdrawn fr0111 it, and sug­
~t I that tht, wl)rk could he bc~t donc by a cOIl\·cntion. lIt:::
think .. tht LilIa r ... \\t:ft' a trille incOIhl ...tcnt in announcing, as a
phllll"'I!Jlhital maxim, thl: rig-hi of any p~ople. at its own will,
til ·...lIh·r Of .lhl)li~h" it-. ~y:-.tel1l of gO\"l:rnlllcnt, and then to hedg..:

tiltH t'lIlhllt\ltiOll "ith ~o mallY restraint ... upon amendment, as
iI. afll'!' all, till'; did nut trust the peopll' to make their own
fltndatnl·nt ..i1 1:1" .... "Jr." said hc. "thl' right to choose a form of
gtH tTllllH'nl Wi:!'" the rig-ht uf our ancestors, it is ours, and will

dt'''rt'llIl to ptl ... tt·rit~, and all: thing- "L' may du tu take away that
right \\ ill he impott·nt." • "The only clifTcrencc 1 would
lIIah· hd\\tl.'11 all org-anic and a ... latUle law would be that the
t\r;",l1llt' ..htluld he tht,' act uf the people, the ~tatute the act of
tllt II" r j\fI: ... t'mati,t· ... ·· Ill' would ha\'t~ one or hoth houses of
<. tlllgrt· ...... ,b a kind of cQnn;nient committee, repon from time
t(\ \lIlt .. uch alllt'IH.lment:-. a~ ...eell1t.'d ad"isable, and have the
I (ll,lt ,uh.' upon them at the regular elections. This chang-e in

tT e nethod of amending' the con .... titution wac.; the es ....ential po... i­
It\t 1 r '1>1 ..al of hi ... tir ... t letter,

'n lh ... md It:ttcr he di~cu"..e ... the gt:'ueral relation of the
nail n and the :-'tate ......ho\\ .. hi--torically that the "purpo...c .. uf
thl c I .. lit ')111 t t ..tabli ..h Ju ...tin·· and ':--l'CUTe liberty' han' in

a ~ al "url." b t"n ddcatetl h: the ~latt:' g-o\·ernment ...:' •••
11 uld makt".. t: chanRt: ... in lht: intt:'n:~l of more perfect
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be no XCIl"C tllr non-pnfoflnanCl or I1l'gkct of public duty be·
au thou :tnd.. or J1lil1illn~ w('n' cquall) n'''ponslhlr.

'I hould tlH.:rdorl' r('<tuin; that thl' \'01l'r be of good moral
haract r. that hl clc.::arl~ untlcr~tantl oUf syc;tC!TI of Kovcrnmcnt,

and the r pon ihilitics he took upon him~clf as one of its rulers.
I \\Quld 1>lIId him in an oath of fidelity to it, and to cast his vote
mall ca co;;; for that man or that measure that he, in his judgment
and hi" C n...cil nee.:. belic,·ed ,...ould be to promote the public
~ood; and that in casting his yote he would not be intlucnced
h) plr<,;ollal frit·ndship. or any ad'"antagc to himself indi\'idual!;.-.
[ \\ould ha\"C a commi... .;;ioll (federal commission, of cour,e) to
lxaminc ami pa ...s upon the qualifications of candif!JtC"O for the
ri.L:ht of ut1rag-t·. and those found to p05St'SS the rc:quisite ca­
pacity and honesty, should upon taking the required oath rteei\ e
a diploma, which (until forfeited by crime) should entitlc him
to \'ote at any election held in any part of the Union wher~ he
rc:--ides or might reside, * * I would make the examina­
tion of candidates for these diplomas of citizen "hip as searching
and impressi\-e as possible-not a mere form. but an actual test
of merit. J would ha\'e the young men of our country feel that
to be a citizen of this great and free nation was an honor worth
contending for; and as the disappointed might again enter tht:
lists at pleasure, it would not only greatly encourage the g-rowth
of political knowledge among the peoplt, but have :1 beneficial
effect upon their morals also." )Jo one can doubt, after reading
this letter. that, as he says at its close, his llhcart" was "\'t~ry

much in the matter of which it treats."

The fourth Jetter dealt with the problem of the negro from
the social and racial viewpoints. He believed that it would be
best for both races that the negro should lh'e in separate C011l­

munities. Yet, he ays: "If we retain him among us, for Ollr
own good as well as his, we must make him like OncslTIu:o:. 'a
brother and an equaL'

"But it is not among the rights he is entitled to that his sons
shall marry our daughters, or that our sons shall marry his; a
power higher than man's has forbidden such connection, and man
mu t respect Hi decrees or suffer the penalty."

I wi!'h it wen." possible to gi\'e you, in a summary, a more
adtquate idta of the incisive way in which he treats this race
problem, Rut timt' forbids. [must, however, ..a)" a few words
about tin fatl: of these letter' as a wholt:. They were sent to

chuylt:r CoHa.· J11,t btforc the opening- of the first ~ession of the
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'1 hirty-ninth ongrc ,which wre tIed with thc rec n truction
pr hkm. 'Y c know that ·oHa." \: a impr' ed with the import­
ancc of me of Applegatc' idea n the ubjcct, for it wa aft,..r
a brief c ny ration with ..:\pplegat> in th ummer of I 5 th...t
he requ' t d the morc complete written statement. It i probable
that Lolfa." 'ubmitted the e letter to the joint committec n
recon truction; and there i evidence that the committee at lea t
C 11 ider d th propo ing of a con titutional amendment along
the linc of ..:\pplccrate' third letter, namely, to take the control
of uffrag fr m the tate and give it to the national govern­
ment. The idea wa abandoned, because, a the committee re­
ported, "it wa doubtful * * * whether the States would
'on ent to urrender a power they had always exerci ed, and
to which they were attached." The Applegate idea of federal
control of suffrage with an educational test wa advocated by

amuel BowIe, of the pringfield Republican, who had called on
.\pplegate in company with Colfax, and al 0 by the T ew York
_~ation. Had the commit ee een its way clear to recommend it
a. the Fourteenth Amendment, in tead of the non-workable
~cheme they did propo e, it is at least allowable to conjecture
that the re ults would have been beneficial. There would then
have been no need of the Fifteenth Amendment, and the problem
of the negro vote would have been settled at the out et on right
principle .

_ ~0 judgment i here expre ed as to the practicality of other
part of Applegate' reconstruction plan; but in my estimation,
the e letter give to the ' age of Yoncalla' a place among th~

profound political thinker of his age.

JO EPH HAFER.
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