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The author is a firm believer in the Indian of James Fenimore
Cooper, and holds that all his fanlts are the results of the unjust
and unfair treatment he has continually received. Many of the
faults of the Indians are undoubtedly the results of civilization,
but it is equally true that the Indian before the coming of the
white man was not the model that the author harps on. “lu
North America, in the Rocky Mountains, and east of that range,
| have found the Indian a courageous, manly and noble-hearted
fellow—a man such as Cooper and other writers of the past cen-
tury, who had a personal knowledge of him, have painted him.”
In another place he remarks that “Generally speaking, the scien-
tific writers on the red man know nothing worth knowing about
him, his original distribution, language, habits or religion.” Mr.
Fountain, however. is quite willing to supply this lack of knowl-
edge, and to deride all scientific study of the Indian as well.

Another frequent assertion that can hardly be accepted is the
statement that “No wanderer need perish in any of the wilds of
America. | am convinced that the Northern Continent could
be tramped across with ease by anybody worthy of the name of a
backwoodsman.” Most of the inhabitants of pioneer towns re-
member well authenticated cases of experienced woodsmen starv-
ing in the wilderness, and the author himself came very near
perishing of thirst in the desert regions. Yet again and again
statements like the above are met, so often, in fact, that the re-
iteration becomes most exasperating,

Mr. Fountain, had he been sufficiently capable, might easily
have produced an account which, like Bates Naturalist on the
Amazon, would have become a classic. But the more scientific
aspect of the story of his travels is perhaps even more disap-
pointing than the merely descriptive element. The author had
an unnivalled opportunity to become acquainted with the habits
and habitat of many of our fast-disappearing animals, but most
of his work consists of the mere cataloguing of names., At times
there can be found a whole page or more of names of the animals
and plants seen, but this list is of no value inasmuch as the area
included under the list is so large, practically a whole State be-
ing considered at a time, and there is no indication of the time
of year at which the list was made out. 1f such a list had been
carefully compiled it would have been exceedingly valuable for
a study of the changes in distribution which have taken place,
but this golden opportunity has been neglected. Even the cata-
logue as given is frequently incorrect, as there is no attempt at
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of fifty-four extracts of varyving length from the standard his-
tories of England and is an attempt to place a satisfactory body
of reading in English history in such shape as to be convenient.

Reading in history outside of the text-book is now almost

umversally required and that question need not be argued.

The problem confronting the teacher in schools having small
library facilities, or with large classes, is to get this reading done
carefully and critically and at a time when the particular topic
is reached in the text-book or lectures. Every live teacher has
attempted to solve this question in some way.

Prof. Beard’s book is a very creditable attempt, and we think
a reasonably successful one. With this book in the hands of
the pupil the teacher can know that a reasonable amount of the
best writing on English history is within reach of the pupil.
Careful study and discussion can be insisted upon.

Further study and reading are of course not prevented; in
fact, the author’'s purpose is to stimulate the student to further
reading.

Teachers will differ, perhaps, as to the selections chosen, but
it is sufficient to say that every one is good, if not the best,

Prof. Beard has done a helpful piece of work, and the book
will undoubtedly have a wide use, both in college and high school.

A detailed table of contents cannot be given here, but a few
extracts may be noted as indicative of the scope of the book:

“Alfred the Great and English Learning,” Green, conquest of
England; “The Mediaeval Guilds,” Ashley, economic history,

te.; “John Wyelif and the Church,” Trevelyan, England in the
age of Wycliffe ; “Charles I. and His Accusers,” Gardiner, history
of the great Civil War; “Walpole and His System,” Morley’s
Walpale,

Each extract is preceded by a short introduction, accom-
panied by exact reference to the original text, and followed by a

brief bibliographical note. i
EDWARD M'MAHON.

King Philip’s War. By George W. Ellis and John E. Morris.
(New York: Grafton Press.)
The narrative and references are the work of Mr. Ellis and

the copious biographical and local notes that of Mr. Morris.
The authors have made extended use of the sources in writing

the book, but seem not to be able in telling the story to free
themselves from the necessity of citing and quoting.
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