REPRINT DEPARTMENT

In this section of the magazine will be reproduced a few of
the rarest out-of-print books bearing on the history of the North-
west, The one selected as the first to be reprinted here is “The
History of Oregon, Geographical and Political,” by George
Wilkes, published by William H. Colyer, New York, 1845 [t
1S one of the rarest and least known books of that period just
before the treaty with Great Britain in 1846, during which magy
books and pamphlets were published. The book includes a
proposition for a national railroad and a series of letters from an
Oregon immigrant of 1843,

THE HISTORY OF OREGON, GEOGRAPHICAL AND
POLITICAL.

By George Wilkes.

[€Continued from the last issue of the Washington Historical
Quarterly. ]

Historical Account of the Discovery and Settlement of Oregon
Territory, Comprising an Examination of the Old Spanish
Claims, the British Pretensions, and a Deduction of the
United States Title.
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The stream was found as Gray had described it to be, seven
miles wide at its mouth, and decreasing to the extraordinary
narrowness of a thousand yards, at a distance of twenty-hve
miles from the sea. This remarkable circumstance suggest-
ed an idea to Broughton and Vancouver when they laid their
heads together afterward at San Francisco, which, i 1 do
not give them credit for an extraordinary stretch of ingenuity,
at least bestows upon them the most unquestionable title for
meanness and dishonesty that could possibly be contrived. These
gentlemen asserted that the river commenced at the distance of
twenty-five miles from the sea; that Gray had not reached this
point, but the part surveyed and explored by him was gnly an
inlet or sound; consequently, the discovery of the river itself
belonged of right to Lieutenant Broughton ! L*n!'ﬂrtunalﬂ}'.
however. for these maritime lexicographers, the geographical
definitions of these terms will not consent 1o turn thcmglv:i
wrongside out, either for their purposes, or for the service of
her most Christian Majesty, and “sounds™ and “inlets” of the

sea, despite the ungracious straining of Captains Vanoouver



