
1'01 XI, No.1

-------,

January, 1920

m:be
Wa~bington ~i~torical <muarterlp

THE VOYAGE OF THE HOPE: 1790- 1792

As is well-known the maritime fUf trade on the ! ~orthwest
Coast of America had its origin in the accidental discovery by Cap
tain Cook's sailors that the furs which they had obtained at Nootka
in exchange for the veriest trifles were of great value in the eyes
of the Chinese. Naturally the earliest of these traders came from
India and China. At that time the monopolies of the South Sea
and East India companies closed the Pacific Ocean against British
enterprise. Some British vessels, like the King George and the
Quem Chorlolle, the Pri"cess Royal and the Prince of Wales, op
erated under licenses frolU these companies; other British vessels,
like Ole Imperial Eagle, the Felice, and Ole Iphigmia, took refuge
under the flags of Austria or Portugal; while doubtless, numerous
others, like Meares' Nootka, simply disregarded the monopolies al
together. So the trade went on from 1785 until 1788.

In September of the latter year appeared at Nootka a new
flag-that of the United States of America. This first American
venture consisted of the Columbia and the Washing/on, commanded
by captains Gray and Kendrick. After about a year pent on the
coastthe Columbia sailed for China WiOl the furs collected by both
vessels, and thence to her home port, Boston, where she arrived
August 10, 1790. Though the voyage had proved a great disap
pointmenl, financially, yet other enterprising Boston merchants de
termined to essay another venture.

The vefi;c;el they selected was the Hopt, a brigantine of se\'enty
tons and slightly buill. In command Ole)' placed ]o.eph Ingraham,
who had been mate of the Columbia. This move ang'cred the o\\ners
of that \e el, who !'eemcd to think that as they had introduced In
graham to the fur trade they had !'lome \e~ted right in hi:'. en;ces.
The incomplete record of this voyage, ("onllnonl)' kno\\n a~ In
graham's Journal, exisb in manuc;cript in the Congre ional Li-
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bran in \\ <I. hington. A copy i~ in the Archives of the Province
of Rnti ... h Columhian \ricloria; and it is by the kind permission of
the .\Hhi\ i.l that I am permitted to usc it in the preparation of
this summary.

The lIotc >ailed from Bo,ton :eplember 16, 1790. Poor In
graham. \\ ho had only enjoyed five weeks in civilization after an
ab. coee of three year.... found himself once more bound for the
.. rorthwe~t Coa,t and facing an absence of at least three years.

The Hotc's cour>e was as usual by way of the Cape Verd and
the Falkland Island~. Bonavista, one of the former, was sighted
October 31, and on the following day the Hope ca. t anchor in
Porto Prap Bay, St. lago (Sao Thiago), famous as having been
pillaged by Drake in 1585.' There lying at anchor was a large ship
from Liverpool bound 10 the .\frican coast for a cargo of slaves for
the \Yest Indie_. Ingraham dined on board and was surprised and
disgusted that at the conclusion of the meal the first toast drunk
was to "The Land of Liberty."

After remaining four days to obtain wood, water, and fresh
pro\'i,ions the Hope shook Ollt her sails for the long rlln to Cape
Horn. The little \'essel, not being coppered, soon became foul, and
twice on the voyage to the Falklands it was found necessary to clean
off the gras>. which was of sllch length as to greatly retard her
speed. On Christmas day one of the crew fell overboard. Much
delay was experienced in bringing the ship to and launching the
ya\\ I \\ hich had been lashed down owing to a heavy gale. The lad
wa \\ caring heavy boots, but had the presence of mind to draw his
knife and cut them off. Hand what was very !'ingular," says In
graham, "in such a situation that he should be careful to return his
knife to hi, pocket again." By the time the boat reached him he
had oeen !'o long in the water that he was almo:-.t exhausted.

On January 4, 1791 the Falkland Islands were sighted just
"c t D! Falkland ~'trait. Having no chart of the I ...lands, the Hope
after a nano\\, e~cape from shipwreck on a sunken reef. anchored
on Janua,) 8 at the entrance to Bahia de la .oledad, the \carron
Bay of th French, the PorI Stanley of the Brilish. Here Ingraham
founu a "",all .'pani h 'ettlement, anu, after con. iderable uelay. ob
t. ineo penni 1011 to enter the harbour to careen his \ e ...el and ob
tam neee fie. \11 Ius net ions \ ere vcry jealoll Iy watched by
the- ~'pal1lard J a corporal and t\ 0 oldiers \\ ere placed on board
to f that the 1" r h port regulation - were strictl.\ oh t;rved; and
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c\ ery care \\:3' taken to insure that no unauthorized communication
with the shore took place. Five day were occupied in this work,
and then \\ ilh a strong but favorable wind tJ,e Hope ailed from
Port StanIe) . On January 17, while off Cape Horn, the french
~hip l'·ukcr from Dunkirk to the Peru\'i<tll coast ,,,,'as encountered.
The sea heing calm Ingraham accepted an invitation to dine on
board, where he was regaled with roast pork, which calls forth
from him ecomiums equaling those of Lamb's foolish Chine..e
boy. \s the \e~sel:, were bound in the same direction and travelled
at about the same rate it was arranged that they should sail in com
pany around Cape Horn.

For eighteen da~ ... the two \'cssels journeyed together, but in
the afternoon of February 4, when north of the western entrance
to the Strait of Magellan, the)' separated in a fierce gale that lasted
more than thirty-eight hours. The heavy weather still continuing
Ingraham determined instead of making for either 1\1as A£uera or
Juan Fernandez to steer for the Marquesas. Only water for sev
eoty days now remained, for since leaving the Falkland Islands al
most two months had elapsed, during the greater part of which the
little yessel had been continually drenched in the buffetting of the
gale~. He :a)"5: "Remaining ver), long at sea is often the occasion
of disheartening seamen and thereby bringing on sickness, whereas
only the :-ight of land, even if no refreshments are procured from
it, has often a wonderful effect; it awakens them from a kind of
lethargy occa,ioned by the sameness of \'iewing nothing but ~k)'

and water".
Three months after his departure from the Falkland l>lands

Ingraham anchored in the Bay of :Madre de Dios in the ~ larquesa,.
The islanders first encountered were very shy; it was quite impos
!'ible to induce them to COOle upon the J!o/,e. If Finally only one
ventured Oil hoard, an old man who..;c hair and beard were per
fectly".;hite. lie tremhled exceedingly at first and would fain ha.\e
left u ag-ain. HO\\'e\ er in a little while be became reconciled."
Then, a hy Inagic, the natives 10 t ~ll re en e and s\\ anned around
the \e" el in u..:h numhen th,it lngr~ham ordered up the boardlllg
nettings. De pite eH°T) precaution the) maue their \\.1: on bo"lfd
and, "ith the inveterate propen<'ity for ste~ling of which Captain
Cook 0 frequently 'lll'aks, lhe) pilfered un ever)' haml. Trouble
orne and mic;,chievou in the la 1 .Iegree. Ingraham \\ ho 111 the

meantime It Itt ohtalllC:d ",Her dml {n." h pro\i~ion • t.h.'termmed to
riel fl1m elf of lhe ell mller 'J IfCd fO th \\C 1\ :lrd
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T,ate thaI afternoon (April 21, 1791) two i,land5 appeared
under hi' Icc. • tartled by the d"cO\ery he bnre away towards
them anu soon 1\\ 0 others appeared upon the horizon. The next
d:l\" three more were seen. Feeling confident that these were no-part oC the ~larquesas group and that they had never been een by
European. he named them after Wa5hington and other prominent
Americans.': Two months later some of these islands were. een by
lItarchand of the French ship Solidr, who named them Iles de la
Revolution;' in June 1792 Hergest of H. lit. S. Dardalus, the store
ship of Vancouver's expedition fell in with them;' and in March
1793 Roberts of the Jefferson also saw them and named them
Wa,hington's Islands.' Each of these several person5 thought him
sel f the discoverer of these New l\1arquesas, which are now re
garded as a part of the Marquesas group.

But Ingraham was in search of furs, not on a voyage of dis
covery. He hastened towards the Sandwich Islands. On May 17
only five casks of water remained; early on the morning of the
20th, Ingraham was delighted to see the snow-capped summit of
Mauna Loa appear above the western horizon. At Owyhee (Ha
waii) he met Tianna, so frequently mentioned by Meares, with
whom he had been acquainted during the voyage of the Columbia.
Ingraham fills page after page of his journal with the circumstances
which led him to believe that Tianna, as a result of the seizure of
the Fair Americon,' cherished a desire of emulating that undertak
ing, by capturing the Hope. Hogs, fowls, potatoes, plantains, taro,
and sugar cane were obtained as the vessel skirted the shores of
Owyhee, Mowee (Maui), and Atooi (Kauai).

Finally on June I the Hope emerged from the channel between
Atooi and Oneehow (Nohauai), and the course was set for the
Northwest Coa51 of America. The journal notes all the petty in
cidents of the paS5age, the weather, the birds seen, and the day by
day happening.. On June 27 the ocean changed from its deep blue
to sounding. colour, and on the ne."t da, the western coast of

•

Queen Charlotte Island" or \\'a5hington's Island, as Captain Gray

2' 8lte .1.. Mal. h«tb /lwt rioaJ B«l. t¥ (fll14eltmu. 11U3, Ill, ::'~_I
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had named them in 1788,7 was seen; but it was not until late in the
afternoon 0 f June 29 that the 1J0 pc anchored Hin a snug cove"
\ViUlin a "fine sound," which he called !'1agec's Sound. Ingraham
gives the latitude of tills harbour 52' 22'. The exact location of
thi~ sound is unknown, and it cannot be recognized on the existing
map~. Strange as it may appear though this voyage occurred over
one hundred and twenty years ago, the only information we have
upon 'ome parts of the western coast of the Queen Cbarlotte Is
lands is contained in Ingraham's Journal.8

Nearly six months had elapsed since the Hope had been car
eened at the Falkland Islands and her boltom wa again very foul
with marine growth; moreover the vessel was leaking badly. The
spot was suitable for effecting the repairs; there was a fine beach,
plenty of wood and water, and no Indians to annoy. The little
brigantine was immediately laid on shore, cleaned, and graved. It
was discovered that the leak was between the lower part of the
stempost and the keel; the latter, not having been properly secured
with the usual dovetails and clamps, had started a half an inch and
allowed much water to enter. This discovery was most opportune,
as the keel not being fastened must have continued to work loo~e

and in the end would certainly have spelled de:;truction. As it was
a few hours work of the smith made the two parts strong and
water-tight.

The anniversary of the Declaration of Independence occurred
while the Hope la)' in lIfagee Sound. Ingraham sa),s: "I cau>cd a
hog of 70 Ibs weight to be roasted whole, on which we all dined on
shore. I with my officers and seamen drank the President's health,
and made the forest ring with three cheers; after which e"ery one
returned to their ~e\'eral employments as we could not spare the
time to sit long after dinner."

So enraptured was he with this sound that he left attached to
the branch of a tree a bottle containing the information that he had
discovered and named it; that he had left a boar anti t\\ 0 so\\- in
the hope that they mig-ht increa...c and be of u...e to future yi ... itor.-.;
and desiring that the... e animal., he not mole~tecl until the) hacl mul
tiplied. Gray of the Columbia \\-35 the first to ho\\ the InJians of
Queen Charlotte Isl<lI1d how to l'ltlti\3te the potato. TIm to the
credit of the \meriCcln are the introduction of dome~tlc animal
3nd vrgetables in tho e i land. Ingraham dilate tI( n the f elF

r no rt J lnw 11 \ \'",.. noun J th~ \\ rill
.lul 1l100p \\ ubJll,ItuQ 1II 11 T U • rer;UZQIJ In II
.rlt (oa.' {SaD .ra"r! lKtJOI. I. 11" ~11I'_"'Jt I a

J'act, ,. ,t If'd. H d:u J'art I, t. 'f mJDl" t J nlll' H • I
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'IC of till OU1I(1 fOT repairing or huiltling a vesc.cl or for winter
qll.lrt n. .oeverthelcc:.s ...o far his journal shows he never saw the
place :lgain.

On the morlllng of July 7 the fe t we' ce,t off and the Hope
i l\\eJ nut of the ~oulld. ready to hegin the trading. Ingraham was
undecilled \ hether to proceed to the north\\ ard or the southward.
Cane ....'1 .lame la) only about, ixty or seventy miles in the latter
d"ecton and Ingraham kne\ that on the "",t coast of Queen Char
lotte I land the If ash'ltil/OIl had in 1788 reaped a rich harvest.
outamrng at one \ Illage. KiaD-_ ta, three hundred sea ottcr skins at
the rate of one chi. el each, Yet he thought the west coast also
off red great opportunities; so far as he knew no one but Dixon
had heen there. and that c;,orne three years before. In this dilemna
he left the <olution to {ate, A breeze from the south decided the
que 11011 The lfo/,~ ..ailed northward with a fair wind, but very
caullou Iy, {or the weather was thick. Occasionally the fog lifted
gtvmg \ague \ IClAS of point... and rock~ and then ~ettled down, blot
ting out c\c'11.hlllg a in the day:-; of Juan Perez.

Pur uillg his cour e northward Ingraham discovered a large
bay III letitllde 53' 16'. \\ hich he named Port Ingraham, Thi bay
ha IHlt l~en identified, but it may be the Skelu Inlet of our pres
t"nt maps, in \\ hich c\'cnt the isla.nd a.t it5 entrance now sup
po eu til he Di.. oll' lIippah Islend, is Ingmham's Young Freder
I<k' I lend, though Dixon give> its latitude as 53' 16',' Here he
peTIt the Il1 hl of Jul) 8, his anchor in si..xty-four fathoms and

a hn from the tern to a tree. T"o days later the Hope wa~

bre t o{ a la-ge opel1lng which had the appearance of a good
h bour s the} ed ed in towanJ... the shore a canoe approached
tllt"Ul It 0 cupant il1g1ng a ong of welcome Hby no means dis-
agre Ie tu the e"r "

)ngr:'lh (,L C7\ed tha.t Ihe \\omen wore Ihat strange fancy
1J1 fet1une e adornment, tJle labret or 3taic, which had excited the
dt gu t f Jaun Perez friar e\enleen year~ earlier, and which
h d c usa! Ha "ell to uenollllllate the inhahitants of the i,lands as
Lo hps I t (the "omen," 10 quote the Journal, "heve a

p, of "ood m thelr under hp which re>emble a. mall shelf, when
Ihr mouth I ut or II rna, b<: lapped up again t thr tip o{ the
n "h h m, c Ily ene to kerp the "ind out of their
mClUth \\ hell II fall down II rnt.rd) cu\er the chin and e.-

lh t th {lh I "er Ia" L!I n Ihe "hole it eelll' ,h

., ( .1 ••_. on••• IDOU
1.-4. (ldtaa I •
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trange a rane. a ''3 ., er adop cd by the human
ho" c\ er consonant \\ Ith thetr 0\\ n Ide! of be.,ut
mo t hockmj( Ight."

Another canne came off and of! cd to plot t'lc Hot 10'h
vlUage, sa,;, g that man)' .kin. of the c., otler culd be th re ob
tamed Though Ingraham does not cern to recogmze th pot
there i .. no doubt that thi~ harbour, \\hich \ a.. at the '"lie t Tn en I
of Cox Strait or Parry Passage. was that called b) TJI on oak
Bay , .. here that trader obtained. t:a otter kin. 10 uch rIU nbcT
that he could caiee keep count of them. purcha. in~ 0 er three
hundred in Ie s than half an hour." The chief of the tribe now ap
l.eared and \\ a recognized b) t '"0 camen whom In~raham h d
taken on hoard at the Sand\\ ieh I land. a Cow, who e principal
\ illa~e was at J. leare Bay or Titanee, at the entrance to Co ~ trout.

De pite their large promi__c" ln~raham sa,.. onI) a fel\: kin
and tho e of mall vallie. Good kin "ere, 10 fact, e hiblted, but
"hen he cnoea\·orcd to obtain them he found the price e orbltant.
He di played to Ihe cluef hi, tradini: !:"o<ls, but "on the" hole he
did not "eem much enamored \\ ith them, ~aying they had plenty
of ~uch thing, \\ hich they had ohtained frOot Cap am OO\J.gta of
the Grocf and C;ll'tain nennelt of the Gustm'lIs" Thi \\ a un
plea ant new"', and in Ingraham's lan~U;\Re" tilled to mdicate that
\\e were the cia) ;Ifttr the {;\ir." Thi~ impre sion \\as deepeneb
when on going ashore he found many of the nati\'e~ wearing" new
blue jackets and trou er~. Howe\ er to induce him to remaltl. Cow
promi"'ed, a he did to • [archand a few \\eeks tater, that if he
\\ auld wait a day or h\ a the \\ hote tril~ \ ouhl go out huntmg anti
procure f re h kin .... l1

[n the mten.1 Ingraham e. amm d the rndian vill.ge He "as
c pcci.U) attracted by the totem pol.. and gtve one· I the carh t
de cription.. of th e hera! lie column!'> He mentions tu ' ,"" t e'!'C

fort) feet In h ght and caned 10 a , ry <uriou manner WIth rOf
re entallo of men frog, and bird. TI e entrance to the chI f'
hou e "as through the mouth of one of the e grotesque figur ..

Tear th \ IlIa~ he a" a rude art of amphitheatre that N-
a he thought, Int ded for e.·h,bitlOn of dancmg and bo ID

A he3\) g.le j,rang up, on the morrung of July 11 from the
w,' tward with lrong squall The keJge anchor came h me nd
the \e'~el dru\e \\ithin twent) yard of a ledge of r (k 10 ue

JO 1'11011., ...... pp. 201 :to:.
II r ....,. eJ"'. ~ l, "1
II O-p'''' .,.., 1/ ..... l, , 1
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peration the ~heel anchor was dropped. Fortunately it held unttt
3 line was made fast to the opposite shore and the Hope warped
off. Thi, narrow escape leads Ingraham into a lengthy soliloquy
uJlOn their probable fate had they suffered shipwreck on that wild
~nd unknown shore.

He realized that if he were to ootain furs he must create a de
mand for ,omething new and bizarre. IIe had thought long and
hard during the two days since his arrival. lIe noticed an Indian
wom311 wearing an iron necklet. This gave him the neccs5ary idea;
he would produce a new fashion. The forge was immediately set
up, and the sillith commence the manufacture of iron collars.u

The::-e were fabricated from iron rods of about half an inch in thick
ness. Three pieces were neatly twisted together into a circle of suf
ficient diameter to encircle the neck. They were nicely polished
and weighed from five to seven pounds. As a side-line to suit
other tastes bracelets were made in the same manner. The new
fashion took by storm both the beaux and the belles of Cloak Bay.
Fashionable articles are proverbially expensive. This latest fad
cost three prime sea otter skins: a prime skin in the trade was one
that reached from a man's chin to his feet and was usually worth
in China abollt forty dollars.

While the Hope lay at Cloak Bay a large war canoe arrived
from across Dixon Entrance. Cow importuned Ingraham not to
trade with these people, because they were, as he said, bad; but the
shrewd Yankee trader was far more interested in their peltry than
their morals. However, to please Cow who wished a monopoly of
the new fashion, and perhaps also for selfish reasons (for the col
lars were difficult to make), Ingraham kept them concealed. He
obtained almost all the strangers' furs, even to the cutsarks that
they wore in exchange for blue jackets and trousers.14 No wonder
that ~Marchand a month later found them in Hthe jackets, great
coat!), trou~ers, and other gannents in use in our countries and ~ome

even wearing a hat, stockings, and shoes." 1IS But in an unlucky
moment the strange chief descried one of these collars. The evil
wa done. Three fine. kins remained, and these he absolutely re
fu ed to barter except for a collar- -and a collar he got, greatly to
the \'cx..1tion of Cow. lngraham was con3tantly urged to take the
strangers' furs Ly force, "but this," he says, "I did not attend to,

•

a they traded fair and beha\-ed \l'ell." This guarded statement

taRfoe a <l....-rlr,II?llo Clt .lmU.... roll.,.. III AI uD,I.r \( «,klll.l" ,,,,OlU. t"tr lLoII,1
Cad II, 18411), I' :::14

If Wulftlrl... "OfII"I'I, I) 13.'
U J'I'~4" .., IIQrrluHtd. I. "39,
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gives colour to the charge that force wa ~ornctil11es used by the
maritime traders in their transaction with the natives, anti may cast
light upon later incidents.

Early 111 the morning of July 15 the Indians informed him that
they had seen a ship in the offing. Fearing it might be Spanish,
and remembering the ~eizure of l\Ieares' ve ~els, Ingraham, after
~ending a boat to reconnoitre, prepared to lip through Cox Strait
to the eastward if his fears should prove true. By the time the boat
obtained a ,"iew of the open sea no sail was in sight. though he
learned later that a Spanish ve~sel had been in the vicinity. Its
identity is undetennined. It is thought to have been one of }'Iala
spina's squadron; but he was not in that latitude until three weeks
later.u There may however be some confusion in the dates. The
following day the brig Hallcock, of Boston, Captain Crowell, was
seen standing to the eastward through Dixon Entrance.

Ingraham examined ODe of the native forts, which in imita
tion of Dixon he calls a Hippah. It seems to be the sarne fort as
that described by 11archand." It was on a high rock, accessible
upon one side only and there secured by palisades so arranged that
if the enemy carried the outermost, the defenders, retreating to
higher points behind other palisades, could assail them with stones
of which a large supply lay ready to hand. On the flat top of the
rock were the frames of numerous houses. Doubtless says In
graham, the whole tribe in time of war retreated to this citadel,
but how they were supplied with water he could not discover. His
Curiosity was also arrested by a strange rock, near the shore, ex
actly like the hull of a ship. Upon scaling it, he found a "mama
looo;e Island"-a burial place of the chiefs. The boxes containing
the remains were carved in the neatest manner, decorated with sea
otter teeth, and enc1o!'Oed in houses before which stood totem poles.18

His only remark is the practical one that: uShould any more of
the ro) 011 family die !'Ooon they must find some new repository or
di lodge some from this to give place, for it will not admit any
more."

One morning Ingraham di~co\·ered that the cook, a negro
\\hom he had in compa sion for his starving condition, tJ.ken on
.)t the Cape' erde T lands was mb ing. l"'ncertain "herher Cow
was priVY to this exploit and for a time at a loss \\hether to use

I tj A ndro I lup.... Ylajt' (0011 t II. aired r I III ~~;:?}~~u=
I rta ., At >.d••1 ftlabdo d I... ~(l I. de .... to J) a!tdro
J de 8 t .....t ., I, rT1I. iii 17KV • UN pub! ..do I
I ' 40 :N1WO ., ( !Jf If d I.,r .... l" K44I •• • I • ..UNAH 1

If I'ft.'1!1 I Jt f1'..... I
1.11 1.(IIl '~It' lIP 1 ell
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force or )'crsua Ion. he finally adopt d the latter COUf.C, principally
~ he confc"'('c~. bccau ...e "1 had not bought all their kin .... and by
a quarrel \\ ith them, detaining their chief, etc., would no douM put
.m end to nIl traffic for the pre. cnt, if not for the ensuing year
\\ hich I depended much nn," lIe promi cd CO\~ a hand Ollle re
\\ ani for the capture of the cook. In an hour the chief returned
\\ ith the deserter and W(l'j rewarded for hi'j trouble; "likewise,"
add, Ingraham, enigmatically, "the cook for the trouble he had
. "gHen me.

Ha\ing ohtained about three hundred ~ea otter kins and com
pletel) cleared the village of the least particle of fur, Ingraham
. ailed on July 19 through Cox Strait or Parry Pa;sage, and shaped
his cour:-e eastward. Yirago Sound was visited, but though there
wa~ at least one Indian yillage on its ~hores, yet as it appeared de
. ertcd, he resumed his voyage along the northern ~hore of the
island,. The next day, rounding Rose Point, which he most ap
propriately named Sandy Point, he followed the easterly coast of
Queen Charlotte Islands, southward.

The night of the 22d, was spent under ~ail in Hecate Strait,
as no anchorage could be found. It appears that, though tmaware
of the fact, the Hope was, during the night very near the ship Co
lumbia, for Hoskins Narrative says,lIJ that during that night the
watch on the Columbia, hearing Hsollnds as of chopping wood, hung
out lanthorns," and at daylight the I-Iope was seen to northward.
Ingraham immediately hoisted the French flag at the fore-tap-gal
lant ma~l-head and fired two guns, the pre-arranged signal with his
friend Haswell, the mate of the Cohm,bio. When the vessels came
within speaking distance they saluted with cheers. Personal friends
hut commercial enemies, Ingraham went on board the ship, his
former home for three years, and by the kindness of Haswell, re
ceived letter from Boston friends. This was in breach of owners'
order. "For," says Ingraham, "these gentlemen, filled with envy
and malice again:"t all who meant to ...hare with them this valuable
trade, gave order' that no letters ~hould he borne out in this ship
to anyone on board the Hope, by which Mr. Crafts m)' ,econd of
ficer \ a deprived of the pleasure of hearing from hi~ friend..;, and
the letter intended for him by this ship were arten\ ard ... 5ent out
in the Hal/cock, Captain Crowell, whom, as will hereafter appear
we mel at the .. and\\ ieh Islands, but the per~on the letter~ were

I.ftl' '.ruth ct. yll,.••• til t .... .'\ rib W t 1'01. t r 'mt!rl~.lUI (bJA.. nQ Tudc'
ulS I'~""". Jl'I"rf~ m ua. "up ('o1'lUl11ll IIt"lu·., liGlI, 1:~1l '·,I1.! ... 1 l':'U;s. ""
JcohII llaOh.. )lanun1pt I JIt't"&1'7 lit y ....<:*....u II I rlftl'" I ~ hi. ar\.'ttl' t
""""IDee lit "rlt .... l·o;oham~I., w u:s.~
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Skedans, ti,e Tooschcondlth of Hoskins on the south side of
Cumshewa Inlet in a most indifferent roadstead.

Cumshewa, the c.t,ief, refused to trade or to allow any of his
tribe to do so until he had received the pre,ent of a collar. All of
Ingraham's promise, to make the gift at the end of the trading were
brushed aside, and he found himself compelled to make the dona
tion, then and there. But after this preliminary was arranged the
friendship of the chief was completely secured, and when the day
was done one hundred and seventy-six sea otter skins had been
added to his cargo. Such a wonderful result presaged a good trade
at this place. Though the following day was Sunday, all day long
the anvil rang as the smith fashioned the latest craze in collars; all
day long the Hope was surrounded by canoes, eager to trade; all
day long Ingraham was busy putting ti,e tribe "in irons;" and when
the Sabbatll sun had set eighty-four more skins had found their
way into the capacious maw of the Hope. The natives were very
peaceable, UlOugh this seemed rather the result of recent disci
pline than of natural disposition; for on being questioned, they ad
mitted that a vessel had recently fired upon them, presumably for
some attempted outrage, and one man bore an open wound from a
musket ball.

Skidegatc, a neighboring chief, came to trade, but Cumshewa
wished Ingraham to order him away. He, however, paid no at
tention to the request as these people had what he had travelled so
far to obtain. From them he succeeded in getting skins for chisels
and clothing. These chisels as they were called in the trade were
merely pieces of flat iron about an inch in width, drawn to an
edge. They are what Dixon and the earlier traders called "toes."
The jackets were in demand and when they were all sold the
trousers were no longer current; blue cloth alone appealed to their
taste; green and white they would not accept. Then the crew dis
posed of all tlleir old clothes. Still the furs kept coming in, but
now there was a great dearth of the means of barter and in the
end Ingraham's only resource was iron worked into collars or ~ome

more useful form, though the greater the utility the smaller the
value in the native's eyes.

This chief brought to an art the plan of barter in the form of
reciprocal gifts. He gave to Ingraham his ,kins and begged pres
ents in return, taking care that the value thus received should be
greater than he could possibly have obtained in the regular way of
trade: after haggling for an hour over the price of a skin he would
in apparent disgust throw it on the deck with "I'll give it to you,
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then" In,:tl':lham's great effort \\3 to 3\oid Ih e GrCf'k ~ift .
Skidegate l1rg tl carne tly that his 1\"'"Cl1t)· four retainers houlrl be
allowed to remam on lKlard over night; a they outnumhered the
ere" the reque 1 \\ as denieu. Clolh1l1g hcmg' still in clcm:md hy the
lnclian:s anti the upply heing c hall ted Ingraham h thought him
of some feathered caps and cloak of the Sand" Jeh I land that
had been intended for friend" in BO':ilon.•\ non a he saw them
the chief was captiviated; he l11u ... t have a cap and t\\O cloak, for
which he hartered five excellent kin .. ; hut no ooner wa the b;1r
gain do_"ed than he repented and demandeu the return of III km
This lngraham Moutly refu~cd: ".\ ~ea ottcr I in \\cre to me
much better curio...itic~ than cap and cloaks I eho e to a({hcre to
the bargain." ~eeing' Ibal he wa. ,,"durate, Ibe "il} old chief
threw the contended articles 00 the deck aod in a high dutl~eon

got inlo bi, canoe and paddled off a fe" yard-. , here he at ulk·
ing.."'chille_·like, unlil mollified b)' a mall gift.

Ha, ing obtained all tbe furs at tbis place Inl:Tahanl. after a
week's stay.. ailed on August 12 across the bay to a co\e on the
north side. This is identified as Cum bewa', 'Oillage, opf1O!'ite .'ke
dans. From Ho:kin's journal il appears that tbe CO/lin bia wa at
this place or in the vicinity some ten days pre\ iou . and agalQ
some ten days subsequent to the visit of the Hopr.

A chief came aboard here with two very fine e~1 otter kms.
for whicb he wanted a collar. lIe solicited a night's lodging'. as
his wife had beaten him and he was afraid to return home. The
narrati"e throws no light on the cause of the trouble. ~\ thi man
bad visited the Hope quite frequentl)' while she la)" on the otber ide
of La kik Bay it may, perbaps, be assumed that his trading bad
not met with the approval of hi ... spou"e. Ho~kin~ tell ... u ... that
the women of thi vicinity in trade, a in everything el e, appear
to go, em their hu ...bands. whom they heat if they nMke un ati~fac

tor)" bargains.J1

It wa. now Ibe 15th of August; only a little 0' er a month
,ince he had \,egun hi, trading' at Cloak Bay; and in that interval
Ingraham had collected more than eig'ht hundred an,1 fi fty ea ot
ter skins. Each da)' added a few to hi, "ock; but all lhe c1nlb and
clothing were gone; and in the competition with at least three other
vessel~ thi ... would place him at a distintt di~advanlage. lIe there
fore decided, instead uf wintering on the coa~t, to sail to China,
di,pose of hi, cargo of fut>, obtain furlher supply of trading goods.

tl n..kl~' !l.atrallvt. 11. tU
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and return to Queen Charlotte I land' in time for the opening of
the next season.

The crew were set to \\ork to take out the furs beat clean, , ,
and dry them, obtain wood and water, and prepare for the voyage
acro~s the Pari fie. The:e ncccs ary occupations Con, umed about
a fortnig'ht. The Hope 'till lay at anchor in the little cove at
Cumshewa's vil1age, visited each day by the natives. The trade
went steadily on, and the !'tream of furs flowed uninterruptedly
into her hold. \Vhen, at last, the vessel was ready to sail, Ingraham
found that he had more than fourteen hundred sea otter. kins and
upwards of three hundred sables. besides beaver, wolverine, etc.
Forty-nine days trade on Ole northern and eastern side of Queen
Charlolte I land,. He attributes his success to the method, first
introduced by him, of visiting a village, casting anchor and remain
ing until no more furs could be secured. In this he is probably
right, for the natives naturally preferred to deal in this way, rather
than paddle out fouf or five leagues to a moving vessel, as they
must do to trade with the others. The results support this view,
for the Columbia, pursuing the old fashion of flitting hither and
thither had in about the same time obtained only six hundred skins,
and the Hancock between five hundred and six hundred.

During this fortnight the trade was practically confined to
plain bar iron; the standard being a piece of iron of the length of
the sea otter skin oUered. When they learned of his intention to
depart the chiefs begged him to return soon and to bring them sev
eral specified articles of trade but especially a good supply of the
iron collars.

The natives seemed to be becoming restles5. On three occa
sions in ~pite of his warning they persisted in attempting to ap
proach the Hop,- at night and Ingraham fearing lhal they pur
posed to seize his ve~sel, felt obliged to fire in their direction,
thoug-h, a he c1aim~, over their heads. .\fter each of these
trouble Ingraham ,...as doubtful as to their future relations; the
Indians, ne\lerthele,~ continued to trade and \\ hen taxed with the
misconduct invariably laid the blame upon the members of any
other tribe who happened to be there at the time. The Col14mbia
arrived on Al1gu~t 22 ',"'jth a sacI story of the murder of three of
her crew by natives on the north side of Dixon Entrance. This
convinced Ingraham of the \\ isdom of his course and of being con
~tantly on lhe alert. \Var, too, had broken out between kidegate's
tribe and a trihe at JU3n Perez Sound.
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Just as the Hope was under way a canoe came out and traded
twenty skins-the very last they possessed -and, says Ingraham,
"seeing we were about to leave them, they traded quick." He left
Queen Charlotte Islands on September 1 for China by way of tlie

andwich I5lands. lIlany pages of tile Journal are here filled with
a long description of these islands, the natives, their habits, imple
ments, language, history, and possible origin.

On tlte "oyage to the Sandwich Islands the second officer, Mr.
Crafts died after a lingering illness. This leads Ingraham to dis
course upon the solemnity of death at sea, the void that it makes,
and the constant reminder in the vacant chair. On October 6 the
island Owyhee (Hawaii) was seen at a distance of twenty leagues.
Two days later at nightfall they met the brig Hancock, just from
the Nortlmest Coast of America and like themselves bound for
China. Ingraham waxes eloquent upon that perfect night. "It
was calm," he says, "a delightful evening; the moon shone with
uncommon splendour, casting a silvered gleam on the bosom of the
deep; the highlands threw a dark shade wbich was gradually
lightened into a blue tint as the shadow lost its effect."

Until Ingraham's intentions were known the captain of the
Hancock tried to deceive him as to his future plans, and endeavored
to obtain supplies under the pretence that he intended to winter at
tile Sandwich Islands; but knowing frol11 the Col"mbia that the
Hancock was on her way to China, Ingraham pointed out to him
the futility of his purposed deception. This incident is onl)' men
tioned as a mere outcrop of the secrecy and distrust that pennea
ted the whole maritime fur trade. Though maintaining outwardly
friendly relations, yet considerable ill feeling sprang up between the
two Boston vessels. engendered, in part, by the effort to obtain
provisions from the islanders-each being all..xious to forestall
the other. In four or five days Ingraham, having collected seventy
hogs, some fowls, and a great quantity of vegetables, resumed his
voyage to China carrying with him three Sandwich Island lads
as an addition to his crew.

He anchored in ~1acao Roads November 29, 1791. There he
met La Solide. Captain Marchand, the French ship that had dis
covered the Kew :Marquesas about two months after his own di~

covery. He also met Captain Coolidge of the Gract, who had been
on the Washi1tgt01t, and whose name is familiar to all who have
sturned the details of the seizure of Meares ships at Nootka in 1789.
From him he learned that, owing to war between China and
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Ru."sla, the Clune. e, under the mi~laken idea that the fur trade
\vas wholly c nncctcd with Ru ... sian inlerc~ts, had prohibited all
vessels haying furs on board from entcnng Canton, the great Chi
nese murLZ2

This was indeed a difficult situation. lIere was Ingraham
with fourteen hundred sea oUer skins worth at least $3O,()(X) at the
door of the market, but unable to enter. Captain ~[archand in
fanned him that in view of this interdict he intended to depart
with his furs for the Isle o[ France (Mauritius). This Ingraham
could not believe. He sars, "r was afterwards informed he had
smuggled them ashore through the interest of the Padres, which
I believe was the case as lbe ship sailed shortly after and it did not
seem probable they would take their skins with them to the Isle of
France." Nevertheless be was wrong. HAs a sole and wretched
resource," says 1vfarchand. Hthe cargo of furs was brought to
France." They were ultimately sent to Lyons as lbe most eligible
market, but soon after their arrival the city was besieged, the furs
seized, and in the end they became a prey to the worms. 2S

Ingraham resoh'ed to pursue a different course; he had come to
China to sell his furs, and sell them be would despite the prohibi
tion. The Hope was removed to Lark's Bay, three or four leagues
souUnvest of :1\1acao. Then he familiarized himself with the various
underground roules. There was no market; had there been one,
it would have been flooded, for the cargoes of the Grace, Hal/cock,
Gustavus, Hope and La Solide, added to those of the Spanish ves
~els from 11anilla amounted to about eleven thousand sea otter
skins. The risks attendant on smuggling further decrea~ed the
price, which, according to Marchand had now fallen to fifteen
dollars for a skin of first quality."

Ingraham at first relied upon a supposed friend who a~sured

him that he could readily dispose of his cargo; but after waiting
some weeks in vain, he concluded that his friend was merely
"amusing" him ami keeping him out of the market while he wns
.elling the furs brought by the Grace. In company with Captain
Coolidge of the Grace Ingraham went into a smuggling venture in
which each ri ...ked one hundred kins in an attempt to land them at
\\lhampoa. After ten days spent in a vain endea\or to get the
k ';l hore, and in which they narrO\\ly e caped ei ure the ~t

112 V., ,. _/ Jlord.... I Sf
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return d. Some two hundred kins were sold to other captains who
took the ri k (\f running them a...hore.

\\'hile gIo\\ ly getting rid of his ~kins, di ...posing of a few here

:and a few there, and smuggling a hoat load ashore at every avail
able opportunit)' Ingraham was also obtaining his trading goods.
He purcha>ed a large quantity of broadcloth and began on hore
the manufacture of jackets and trousers, but when he attempted
to put the cloth and the clothing on the Hope, the mandarins de
manded $100 to be paid before the would allow them to leave the
,hore. \fter haggling long and vainly, Ingraham paid the exac
tion. \ erily these Chinese dues were only governed by the per
sonal whim of the mandarins. Marchand explains that these offi
cers being required to collect a certain sum each year resorted to
the simple expedient of doubling or trebling the charges according
to the circumstances.2:G

In about a month of this surreptitious trading Ingraham suc
ceeded in disposing of practically his whole cargo; but unfortu
nately at prices far below those that usually prevailed. The ex
penses too, far exceeded his original calculations. and when he came
to adjust the accounts with his "blockade runners" he found to his
surprise that each one made claims more exorbitant than the other.

He and his friends Coolidge and Rogers agreed to invest the
proceeds of their sales in a cargo of tea and to charter a small ves
sel, the Fairy, to transport it to Boston. He accordingly purchased
one thousand eight hundred and sixty chests of tea as his share of
the lading, but soon discovered that he had obtained far too much.
The tea was brought to Macao to be loaded; only a hundred chests
had been put on board when the mandarins again interfered and
"eized sixty-seven chests. As he had the permission of the Portu
guese governor to export he thought the matter easily adjusted;
)'et on visiting that official with his complaint the latter informed
him that for the unnamed consideration he had onI)' agreed to shut
his eyes as regarded Portuguese imposts and that he could not in
terfere or exempt him from Chinese demands and regulations.
_farchand had evidently had some experience with the same indi
vidual. uThe Portuguese government of ~1acao.H says he. His in a
state of debasement which can be compared only to the indolence.
the avidity, and the knavery of a mandarin.U:lG It was now dis
covered that the Fairy was anchored ol1t5ide the Portuguese juris-
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~I tj(m ~l1ul \\3 I morcmcr, a foreign hip that had paid no Chine e
port due.... So the 1 ty~~e\cn che. b ,'cre onfi~cated. Ingraham
\\as at his \\ it' end, \t 1"...t a S)I,lni h hip \\hich had paid the e
due... \\a~ found and for 500 agreed to take the lea ahoard as part
of her cargo for 'oehi11 China and deli\cr it to the Fairy at Lark's
Bay. This being acc"mpli. hed the Fairy ,ailed on March 29, 1792
for Bo...tol1, and IIl,t:"Tflham was free to prepare for his departure.

On \pril 1, 1792 the Hope in company with the Groce 'Oiled
for the Northwest Coast of All1erica. ] le:ld winds drove them
hack, and it \\ as not until the 26th that they finally left the Chinese
coa!-.t. Soon lhe vessels scr>arated and each pursued her \vay alone.
On July 1 "the water changed from its u ual bluene,,,,, at . ea to a
grceni ... h hue which indicated that" e were not far from sounding":'
The latitude wa" 53° 14', The next day the !'onowclad ~ummit of
San Chri::-tobal appeared on the e~tcrn horizon. Ingraham ~ teered
for Clook Bay. .\nchoring there he immediately began to trade.
He found that ~i.· \ e"~els had vi .. ited the village already that ~ea

-'on. \\"ith every confidence he displayed his coHars and hi~ cloth
ing, but alas! the fa,hion had changed in the interval. On1)' one
~kin \t'fJuld be gi\'en for a collar; the clothing wa:; scarcely looked
at; table ~poons. \\ hich in the preceding year would hardly be ac
cepted as a gi ft, were now the one thing the natives wanted. On
the voyage acro,;,s the Paci fic the smith had been kept busy fashion
ing daggers of the various fonns in u~e on the islands. Ingraham
now offered these weapons, but with 110 better success. Every
thing had changed. Articles regarded as most "aluable a few
months before were now despised. Copper, which during the last
year had never been a~ked for, was now in demand; but when In
graham did produce his copper sheets they were too thin to suit the
e ·acting la'te of the. e changeable people. The)' ..ked, too, for
hea\)' leather to make coat~ of mail and, strangely enough. for a
variegated ~hell of green and whate, a species of pearl.

The Ha1lCock arrived the following day; both ve~sels requiring
cleaning it wa agreed that they should remain together for mutual
protection dunng the operation. The Hancock had left one of her
crew at this village before sailing for China, for the purpose of col·
lecting fur. and ecuring the trade. On inquiring for this sailor
Captain Crowell, her master, found that he had departed on the
very first ve ...el that had arrived, which happened to be Meares
celebrated ship the I phi!lellio, now it would appear, no longer mas
querading Lut a real Portugue"e b Hom, in comOland of Vianna.
Many ship had left men, as in this case, to preempt the trade but
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the)" im ariahly (ounn, a. did Captain Crowell. that the pet" on be
comIng- \\cary of his \oluntary c lie had taken pa sage at the first
opportunity. Naturally the ves cl that reeci cd him obtained the
3th ilnl.1g-e of his labor another in~lal1cc of nile rc.tJllOg where he
had not . owed.

\rhile engaged in the operation of gr;p.ing the ve
Fourth of lu1y arrived. The entry in the Journ.11 read • In order• • •

to celehrate it in the best manner our situatitJll \\Quld admit of, 1
had as on In) last \'oyage, a hog of (,() pOllnlh \.. elght roa ted whole
on Ihe beach. and invited Capt. Crowell and hi officers 10 dme
with me. ..\t 12 o'clock we fired a gUll, hoi ...tefl OUf colour. and
gaye three cheers, which the Hal/cock returned. \ the flote "a
on a careen. we dined on shore under a tree ncar the beach Old
Cunneyah, one of the neighboring chiefs, was one of our guesb.'·

That afternoon a nati\·e stole an axe belon~itlg' to the Hancock
Her crew in retaliation seized some of the villagers' kin.. The
Indians, fearing trouble, fled immediately. Presently two or three
returned and claimed the skins which they then offered io e.·change
for a jacket and trousers. The bartering had ju,t reached the tage
at which one of the Indians was fitting on the trou:ers when the
real owner arrived. The others then ran off with the jacket and
trousers. The sailors pursued them, firing upon the fugitive·", who
dropped the jacket, but he who had the trousers in possession,
though wounded, got safely away. All thought of further tracling
vanished and as soon as the graving was completed, Ingraham sailed
through Cox Strait. On enquiring for Cow, who had been so
prominent on the former visit, Ingraham was told that he wa'" dead,
but he learned later that he had removed with hi, tribe to Kaigahnee
on the northern side of Dixon Entrance, and, add, the Journal:
"So far from being dead, was \'ery stout and had three \\ ives, \\ hich
many would suppose was enough to kill him in a , hart time."

The Hope rounded Rose Point and anchored under the lee.
On the morning of July 7 Sk;de~ate. a chief" hom he had met dur
ing the preceding season, arrived \\ ith ten large canoe~ bearing
about t\\O hundred and fift)" men equipped for war. Thirty ~kins

\\'ere obtained from them. Before they departed the, \\crc in is
tent that he hould foretell the "eather. He lonked \ i e and
prophe ied that no lorm would Occur unt;1 fiH' t1a)s had clap eo.
The Indian' faith in his ahility as a prophet IUU t ltaH' fIllen
greatly, for the torm came on the ne t ua~.. ~ai1ing outh,\anl he
met the Grace \\hich had ju t left Cum he\\:\ Inlet lIer c:!r"ltain
informed him tlnt the Il1uians there had maIl\ kins \\hich hl)\\-
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ever he had been unable to procure, ., hi tradin/: goods did not
appear altractive to them. The Groce had heard that a man-of-war
was In the neighborhood. This was probabl) the ':pan h 'e I
Aranzuzu; the report could not refer to Vancouver's ~blP ior they
were then in the vicmity of Bute Inlet, three hundred mile dlstant.n

As tJ,e Grace had no legal papers Captain Coolidge, to avoid the
possibility of seizure and confiscation determined to spend Ule sum
mer trading in the northern waters.

Ow ing to baffling winds the flope did not reach Cum bewa
Inlet until Jul) 10. The trade was very .Iow for the Indian< held
their fur~ at a price "beyond all reason." After two days of un.
successful attempts Ingraham sailed for Juan Perez Sound. n
the way he met the sloop Jackal of London. When he first de
scried her he \\3S surprised to see such a small vessel with a tier
of gun-ports [ore and aft, and thought her a King's culter or a
tender to a man-of-war. On nearer approach he saw that the
ports were false or painted, a bit of camouflage to overawe the
natives. This meeting caused him to return hastily to Cum~hewa's

for he feared that tJ,e Jackal's articles o[ trade might effectually
end his traffic by introducing some novel fa!'hion. Arriving at
Cum!'hewa's he found to his surprise that the Indian were not only
aware of the pre:-ence of the Jackal but also of the assortment of
trading goods that she carried. No longer could he obtain fur, in
quantities. Here and elsewhere it was now a case of picking up
two or three after much waste of time and at great expense.

There were now at the...e islands and the neighboring mainland
besides the HoPt, the BlItttrworth, Jackal, Ln Boo, .largar(/,
Hancock, Grat~, Ad-z.'ctrture. and lthigcflia, Ingraham therefore
thought that the field had too many workers and concluded to try
the region to the southward. \\'hile he lay becalmed at the en·
trance of Juan Perez Sound the natives came off and supplied him
with halibut. They put out kelp lines and awkward looking hook.
and in a few minutes caught three fine fi-·h. The sailor tried their
luck wIIh European gear, but un,ucce' full) This to the Indun
mind. demon. trated the superiority of their 0\\ n implement and
resulted an an inuea ed price.

Continuing his southward VO)"lge but never neglecting an oppor
tunit to obtam a ea otter kin, Ingraham on July :'i, \ the en
tldnr of Kyuquot ~ und on the \\e::-t coa t of Yancouv r I land.
He tr ded at un or two o[ the ,Uag and made hI wa. into the

1'1 llilbert H n. tt. Hut.,., e, u. ;.hrtl .t e.,r .. rn...._
I :. 1. '.IIC'O\I r. l." 11, :.:.15 tr HV

I



F. W. Howay

ound It elf. He l'cems to ha,"e been su'"'piclou. of the nallve , for
hi fiT t tep 011 entering was to "eile two of them a ho tage: I an
a tlon \\ hich he doc~ not appear to have taken in any other place.
~ c\ crthele . lea\ iog four men on the little brigantine, he and the
remamder of the cre'\! \\ ent a.....hore for recrealion. The Indians
gathered in large numhers and from their conduct ec, cd to be
e amltling the \cs el as if contemplating an attempt at capture.
lngmham and hi, men returned hurriedly on board. Hardly had
the) done 0 \ hen f,fteen large canoe. filled with savage bore
down upon the Hope 11\ regular battle array. Warning shots and
gc ture'" "ere unheeded; then a shot \ 'a~ . ent over their heads;
a they still continued to approach he fired upon them with grape

•

and round shot. The assailants retired precipitately, but re~ted near
a neighbonng !,omt. Ingraham fired again upon them to show them
they \\ ere still \\ ithin range and then arming the long boat gave
chase. .. ~0 trade could om\' be carried on and he sailed without
dela) for. ·ootka. In pa~sing out of the sound the chief came
along..idc. lngraham reproached him for the attempted aggression.
As usual he laid the blame upon the member' of another tribe, the
Ahate"ts.

Whcn he anchored that night in a cove of Esperanza Inlet,
lngraham took the precaution to seize all the canoes which were
clrawn up in front of the yillage and moor them to the Hope during
the night. .\s he approached the entrance to Nootka Sound on
July 31 he noticed many canoes with sails l a means of propulsion
that he had never uefore met amongst them. Though the natives
knew the :trt of making cloth, they do not appear, according to the
te timon) of the early voyagers to have applied it to use on the
water. Late that e\'ening the Hope dropped anchor in histu..ic
Friendl~ Cm·e. :\"ootka Sound. Lying there ,,·ere the Daedalus, the
tore hip of \ ancouver's squadron, the Sail Carlos, and Col"lIlbia

lIe saluted the Spanish f1a.g with nine gun:,> which \\ ere returned
wnh an equal numher. The Spaniards had e.tahli,hed a little viI·
la~e on the shores of Friendly Co\<. They e ·plained that owing to
the unccrt311lit . of their occupation the hou:e \\ ere but temporary.
Cattle, heel'. ho~ , and poultry they had in abundance, and the
pristine \\ ilderne ~ had been transformed into a garden producing
el ry kind of \egetable. Quadra, the Spani h commandante, re
cel\ed him rno t couneou ·l.y, offeflng him all ne("dful assistance,
and IIlvitlllg him to an excellent dinner, erved, as he gravely re
cord, on ilver. t Quadra's reque...t he joined with Captain Gray
in gh ing the letter containing their ver..ion of the circumstances
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surrounding the ~eizl1re of l\.reare~' !'hip~ at .. Tootka in J789. Thi
document. \\hith is <.;ct oul in full in the Journal, i~ also to be found
in the append;.' to Greenhow's IIi,tory of Oregon, and in the Report
of the \rchivI>t of British Columbia for 1913.

He renewed hi" acquaintance with ~Iaquinna and hi brother, the
head chief!' of the vicinity. Fronl their constant association with
the Spaniards these treacherou, chiefs had become quite polished
in their manners, meeting and parting with strangers Wilh a great
deal of ceremony, and bowing and scraping ",Adieu Senior" in the
most approved Castilian style. "I verily believe," adds Ingraham,
"that if the ~ paniards had the tuition of the:-e people but a few
years longer they would be quite civilized." .luch ceremony was
ob!'crvcd at this unique settlement. Spanish manners, cu:<otoms, and
ideals held sway just as rigorously on the wild shores of Nootka
as within the precincts of ~1adrid, All \'essels entering the sound
saluted the Spanish fort punctiliously and received the same courte
sy in returo. When Quadra visited the Hope he was saluted with

•nme guns.
On August 7 Ingraham sailed for Neah Bay, the new Spanish

~ettlement at the entrance of the Strait of Juan de Fuca. During
the week that he had speot at Nootka, he had not been able to ob
tain a single sea otter skin; not that the natives had none, but they
would sell to 110 one except Captain Kendrick, of whom they seemed
very fond, owing. as they said, to his consistently kind treatment:
though Ingraham opines that the real reason was that he gave them
prices which other traders regarded as exorbitant. On his de
parture, besides furnishing him \"'ith a letter of introduction to all
Spanish commanders and a general passport, Quadra sent him "-to
fresh salmon, some frc"h pork, eggs, butter, 50 loaves of oe,... bread,
some wine, brandy, and a great supply of cabbages, :<oalad, etc.,
which considering the part of the world we were in, I thought a
very hancbome present."

Off ,'ootka Souod the Hope met the Bltlle,..worlh of London,
the con ort of the sloop Jackal, alread~ mentioned. From her he
heard that the loCople of Clayoquot had unprO\ okedly attacked her
boat, killing one seaman and ...everly \\ oUlllling two other.. The
next day he encountered the Jlargaret of BO:iton, owned by the
same interests a", the Hope, Her captain, ~taJ.{ee, wn.; \-en ill, and
in compliance wlLh hi", recjuest, lngraham abanuoned IllS intention
of vi iting the Strait of Juan de Fuca and accompanied her to
Nootka.

I rom the \(argartl he heard .l different tOr) of tht' dffalr at
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peralion Ingraham set sail again for Nootka. Off Cape Scnlt, the
northwe tern c. tremity of Vancouver Island, he picked up "three
different. killS." At midnight nf Septemher 10 with the aid of
Spani~h launche,., he reached Anchorage in Friendly Cove. There
he found Vancou'Tcr's ve...sels, the Discovery and the Chatham,
which had arrived on August 28.

His first business at sunrise the ne..xt day was to hoist his jack.
en~ign. and pennant and salute the Spanish flag with nine guns.
After stating in the Journal that the Spanish commandante in
formed him that he was preparing to abandon the sound to the
British, Ingraham adds that the Daedalus was, after discharging
her stores, to depart to Botany Bay, Australia for a load of convicts
to form a British settlement at Nootka. Where he got this strange
idea it is impossible to ascertain; it never had any foundation in
fact, and probably arose from the knowledge that the Daedalus was
to sail to Port Jackson, (Sydney, Australia).

Ingraham was surprised to meet at Nootka the Sandwich
Islander, Opie, whom he had brought out from Boston and left at
Owyhee in May 1791. This man who had evidently an atack of
the wanderlust had embarked with Vancouver in March 1792. He
now wished to relurn to his home and begged Ingraham to afford
him a passage. This, however, was refused unless Vancouver
would discharge him. When Vancouver declined to do so, Opie
suggested that he would desert and meet the Hope in a canoe out
side Nootka, but to this Ingraham would not consent, especially as
Opie freely admitted that he was well treated 011 the Discovery and,
in any event, the Hope was already ovem1anned.

According to the writer of the New Vancouver Journal In
graham had at this time only fouf hundred and fifty sea otter skins
on board.:' This unknown author, who from the internal evidence
was probably 1fr. Bell, the clerk of the Chatham, adds pertinently:
"It was very difficult to come here at the tntth of what number of
~kin ~hip colrected; for the masters of them and their mates and
ship' company, whether from a privilege they think they can claim
hy pa5Sing round Cape 1Iorn, or from some unaccountable spedes
of di lru t or jealou....y 'eldom agree in their accounts of their quan
tit} on board. man) of them, and often, varying- hunure-l1 ... of ktn....
Hm\c\er I belie\e I rna) be some\\here toleraltly Hcar lhe truth in
the quantitu: I hale mentioned throughout. at all {'\ent 1 am prett
urt I am 1I0t ahove the mark, more like-Iy con il1e"'ahly unu r It:

Jla \Ii ell, DIxon, anu uther trader~ Jlot"l'e the s:un peculiant,
''II ........'1.. ", #,Ifi4rl,. 1
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\fl~r mne d.y of ,dlene ai, 'oolka Ihe flo!,t again s.1iled
for the :tra,1 of Juan de Fuca. In the \lelOily of • 'eah Bay In
graham had d,ificulty ",th Ihe Indian. \, he pas.!ed Iheir \illage
I C) el up a mo t hideo )ellinl( accompanier! \\lth iJ:O and gesl
ur lugh! Immical. harm!: the mil(hl altack him at anchor, he
!Ired, he "' , o..r lIie' head, aod th" quieted Ihe di lurhanee.
lIe Ihought Ih.t thO' e people were aoxlOu for reveoge for Ihe men
k,lled b} the , pamard, Fidalgo, orne da)" pre\ iou,ly, and his
mall e e' ecmed nitable for Ihe pllrpo e. The. pani h . eltle-

ment al -unez G.na {. 'eah Bay) "hich "as about to be aban
doned he descn t" a... con~i 'ling "only oi a fe" huts and a tolerable
good gardm,' On 'hl. crui'e he oblained fifty-five e."cellent sea
olter km an exchange for copper

lie "a aga n al Friendl)' Cove on Oclober ht, when at Van
(macr' ,n ItaU"n he. \\ Ith the ~ pani-..h officers, dined on board the
Ducat tr'J' "C3f)UUn '''ancouver,'' he say". llentertained us in the
h t mann 111 ~ituation would admit of, which considering the
placr we \ e'c an, mil(ht be called elegant." He gives Ihe following
31 pl(, :allon of \~imcou\'er, which i... the more interesting because
of hi protloutlccd di like of the British: h\Vithoul losing any of the
digl1ltY 11( e sary for a man in his situation to assume, he behaved
in a li" rill, kind, and impartial manner to those of all nations who
itUdlOred III 1hi port,"

The ea on wa, ended. 110re Ihan three months had been
P<."""lllll the 1110 endea\or to procure a cargo of skins. The Journal

dl e not gl\ e .m) information as to the number on board; about
lne hundred anr! fifty seem- the correct quantit)". He had in the
I'reredmg year obtained almo. t three time:, that amount in one-half
the lim The increa 'cd competition, the strangely whimsical and
con lant' v nable taste of Ihe Indians, and his £lilting from port
to port ccmhned to effeci Ihis r«ult. On Oclober 12 Ingraham

lied frum. 'uotka for China by way of the :andwleh hlantb. His
loom end here qmle abruplly, "ith orne general remarks upon
Ih art tl at he had dra" n 10 accompany it

r. \\'. 110\\"'. FRS C.
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