
Headquarter, Militia, v a hington Territory,
lympia, Feby. 12, 1855.

E I T I F HLITI I w HI GTO *

Ir:
The legi lature of thi territory having een fit to appoint me

Brigadier General of the Militia and to devolve upon me in the
ab ence of other appointment the duty of organizing the system,
I take the liberty of requesting from you copies of, the laws of the

tate of ew York on the Militia, of the regulations adopted by
some of the volunteer or uniformed companies for their own
government and of the regulations and forms used in your own
and other officers of the service, in fact any material which in
your opinion will serve to aid in e tabli hing our system upon a
good basis and of which you may be able to spare copies.

It is in contemplation to arm such companies as are enrolled
on the prairies east of the Cascades as Calvary, probably Mounted
Riflemen and those in the forest country of the we tern side
mainly as foot rifles, an arrangement best ,suited to the character
of our country and population. The poverty of the citizens and
the parseness of settlement will prevent our obtaining artillery
of which there is great necessity and which otherwise we should
introduce as a leading feature. Any suggestions from yourself
upon the subject of organization will be very gratefully received,
a well as information whether other states have introduced im
provements which you think desirable to adopt.

I have the honor to be
Sir your obt. servant,

GEORGE GIBB
The djutant General of the tate of ew York.

----
. *~mil Edward Hurje, while earchlng for early .Ala. ka document in an old book tore in

- (' ,. '1ork cam" upon the following- orig-Inal ll'tt r j.y Ii orRI' n ihh.. whil'h ht> I'rt)mptl~· 1'111"

('ha. d and forwardt>d to his Alma Mater, the Univ I' Ity of Washington. It lone of the
111' t do urn nts I' lating to militia organization in Washington. George Gibbs a one of
th.. 1110 t ('ultllrro lIncl 1'ft"('('tIVI' 'l1('n who eame in l'ontUef ~'ith till' (,I11'h • ·orthwl....t. HI'
~ born in Ullilwlck, no, Astoria, Long Island, Tew York, on July 17, 1< 15, and died
m • Hav 'n, ODDe~t1cut, on April 9, 1873. His grandfath I' was Oliver \V"olcott. e retar::r
ot tb Trc.a ury f?r 'IX )' aI'S, 1795-1 01, nnd his fath 1', Gt>org Gibbs, wa on of the mo·t
f rnOlll ~w ralo/{li;ts uf his day. A brother, Oliver Wolcott GI\lb , wa, a tam u. cheml t
a!-,d oldl r. GC'orge ,ib\ltl was educat{'d as a lawycr \lut hI 10"1'" of the ut.of-doors led
h!m Into oth I' field". He came W t during th allfornla gold rush and mad his :I'll)" to th
• orth~ (', t. H seI'V d as ~colol\'lst on th!' railroad surn'ys under Govemor Isl1l1 1.. teven

nd bl r port. on g olo~y and al 0 on ethnoloA"Y ('ontain lIlUSS R of illforJUutlon, th Im
]/(,rtanc of. Willeh is gro ...·Ing with the paRsing of the 3·('ur8. 1'hc letter hcre publ1. hed. wa3
written durm th~t time of inten activity. IJ(' wa. HIll' of the llllpflli J\lNl at tll foun·
dlltiln :,f tJlP • JlllthslJlJluJI Jll~1IlutlulJ. when It ('lIt(,I'('d til" 11('1l1 ul l'thnolnl:'Y. .\ hll' fl'UIll
it inlJ( I' nt value th letter Elen'('ll al 0 th good pm'po·1.' of drawing attention n mol'
to tb(' r Ularkable carN'r of G 01"1.' Gllibs.
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