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as the Battle of Steptoe Butte. There are also a town and a creek
in Whitman County and rapids in Snake River bearing the name
of Steptoe. It is fortunate that Professor Creer's graceful tribute
to a generous act in Utah should call attention to an officer so ef­
fective on another portion of America's frontier.

EDMOND S. MEANY

The Story of the Red Man. By FLORA WARREN SEYMOUR. (New
York: Longmans, Green and Company, 1929. Pp. 421. $5.00).
Mrs. Seymour has undertaken an enormous work to treat in"

one volume a complete Story of the, Redr Man. She begins with
"Los Indios!" as an exclamation by Columbus and ends with a
Memorial Day celebration at the small Swinomish Reservation on
the shores of Puget Sound. In between are her twenty compact
and informative chapters. The publishers are confident. They say:
"The race epic of the American Indian is told here for the first time.
Here also is a new history of America, for our pageant of pioneering
has never before been presented as it appeared to the Red Man."

Local readers will be especially interested in Chapter XI, '~Ore­

gon Country." It is a charming segment of the "pageant" from
Lewis and Clark to Marcus Whitman and Peter Skene Ogden. If
one be disappointed about the amount of information pertaining to
the numerous tribes in the Oregon Country, he cannot complain
about the quality. Mrs. Seymour has written other books about
Indians and frontiersmen. She was appointed in 1922 a member of
the Board of Indian Commissioners.

The publishers have given the work a beautiful format. There
are thirty-one illustrations and twelve maps. The bibliographical
notes and a copious index are valuable adjuncts.

History of Early Common School Educartion in Washington. By
;THOMAS WILLIAM BIBB. (Seattle: University of Washington
Press, 1929. Pp. 154. $1.50).
This thesis submitted in candidacy for the Degree of Doctor of

Philosophy shows an extensive and painstaking amount of research.
The wDrd "Early" in the title means that the work begins with In­
dians, fur traders, missionaries and settlers and progresses with the
first struggles for schools. The record ends with the admission of
Washington to statehood in 1889. The bibliography reflects Pro­
fessor Bibb's great industry in gathering his materials fr0111 about
every possible source. He has blazed the way and set a rather
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severe pace for the one who may hereafter attempt to complete the
record since statehood.

1. Ross Browne: A Biography. By Fl~ANCIS J. RocK. ("Washing­
ton, D.C. : The Catholic University of America, 1929. Pp. 80).
The author, Francis J. Rock is a Priest of the Archdiocese of

San Francisco. His book was submitted as a dissertation in partial
fulfillment of requirements for the Doctor of Philosophy Degree at

. the Catholic University of America.
J. Ross Browne had a remarkable career as public officer in

various parts of the world and as a pioneer literary man on the Pa­
cific Coast of America. In the latter capacity he was fearless, sar­
castic and humorous. One of his essays, mentioned by Father Rock
on page 61, was entitled: The Great Port Townsend Conspiracy}
Showing How Whiskey Built a City. Browne is compared with
Mark Twain and Lieutenant Darny, the famous Anny wit, who as
"John Phoenix," wrote the popular book Phoenixiana. The author
says: "Phoenix and Browne snapped out their sentences, often in a
nervous fashion, and it is difficult for them to remain solemn for
any length of time. Browne, therefore, though for most part differ­
ent in subject matter, reads more like John Phoenix than like Mark
Twain."

Frederick West Lander} Road Builder. By E. DOUGLAS BRANCH.
(Reprint from the Mississippi Valley Historical Review) Vol.
XVI., No.2, September, 1929, Pp. 172 to 187).
Scant information' is available for a personal biography of Gen­

eral Lander, though Mr. Branch has assembled much about his pro­
fessional career as an engineer. He was a member of the staff with
Governor Isaac I. Stevens in 1853 while making the famous rail­
road surveys. He did not agree with his chief and early in 1854
appealed to the Legislature of Washington Territory for authority
to undertake some independent surveys. The author says,. page
174: "Lander and his brother Edward, then Chief Justice of Wash­
ington Territory, may have been anxious to have real estate values
in Seattle advance; certainly in his report he was emphatic that Se­
attle was the most likely terminus, and quoted Captain George B.,
McClellan and Governor Stevens to substantiate his own preference;
Again, he may have foreseen the profitable eminence which the ex­
pedition brought him. Again, he may have been thoroughly infected
with the altrusion of expansion. Lander was quite capable of unit­
ing within himself all three motives."


	070
	071

