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Ecological Succession in the San Juan Isla.nds. By NORMAN S.
RAYNOR. (Reprint from Publications of the American Socio
logical Society, Vol. XXIII., 1929. Pp. 81 to 92.)
The San Juan Archipelago is such a clear-cut entity that sci

entists of differing fields are attracted there for study. The Puget
Sound Biological Station is the greatest of such enterprises. In
1927 the University of Washington Press published R. D. McLel
lan's The Geology of the San Juan Islands. Professor Raynor of the
University of vVashington, has now published a sociological study
of the same interesting area. The abstract of his study is as follows:

"The San Juan Islands are located in the Northern part of the
Puget Sound region where they form a natural area that is identical
with San Juan County, Washington. Many of the first settlers were
disappointed gold-seekers who raised sheep or cattle as the principle
means of livelihood. A rapid increase of population during the
eighties was associated with agricultural development and an ex
pansion of the lime industry. Fruit raising and the growth of the
fishing industry facilitated a steady increase in population during
the next two decades. By 1910, however, the population of the is
lands seems to have reached a saturation point for the existing eco
nomic base and since 1920 the trend in the county as a whole has
been downward. Ecological succession on the larger islands of this
archipelago may be divided into three stages: (1) the pioneer stage
(1853-80); (2) the village stage (1881-1910); (3) the island-unit
stage (1911 -). Two types of data have been used as criteria for
determining these stages: (1) statistics showing population trends
and changes in the economic base, (2) maps sho'wing successive
spatial patterns of distribution and integration."

On Puget Sound. By ROBERT WALKINSHAW. (New York: G. P.
Putnam's Sons, 1929. Pp. 294. $3.50.)
The author. is a lawyer in Seattle. Few of his business as

sociates suspected that he had any idea of branching out into the
realm of fine literature. But, he is also an active member of The
Mountaineers and none of his friends in that organization were sur
prised at the choice phrase or the keen observation manifested on
each page of this delicious book. It is a work of appreciative dis
cription cleverly fortified with historical backgrounds.' There will
be readers and they will go forth better equipped to enjoy the na
tural beauties of this favored region. In that result will Mr. Walk
inshaw measure his greatest compensation.


