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Thi i th ond of thr e journal kept by David Thomp on,
fur trader and e."plorer, the fir t whit man yet known to have
tra eled down th Pend reille River in the states of Idaho and

a hington. The fir t wa printed in thi Quarterly in January,
1932, and the e are the first publications ever made of the e journal.
David Thomp on spent the winter of 1809-10 at a newly erected
trading po t on Thomp on Prairie, a few miles above Thompson
Fall, on the Clark Fork River, Montana. James McMillan, an ef­
ficient a ociate in the North We t Company, was with him, and
Finan lVIcDonald remained in charge of Kullyspell Hou e on Pend

Oreille Lake. These three were the only white men now known to have
been re ident in thi entire Pacific Northwe t that \vinter. In the
pring of 1810, Thompson and McMillan, with the fur they had

gathered, de cended the river in canoe to Kully pell Hou e where
the skin obtained at both trading posts were prepared for carriage
to Fort William on Lake Superior. In pack of ninety pound each
these represented a shipment of about two tons.

Waterway were the arteries of trade in those day and Thomp-
on was still hopeful of finding a water route to the Columbia by

way of the Pend Oreille, which would be more direct and Ie ardu­
ous than the Kootenai River route by which he came. There i no
record of exploration of the upper Columbia before 1 10 but thi~

journal strongly suggests that some one had, for Thomp on already
knew where it flowed and of the e istence of 1 ettle Fall. 0 he
decided to make another examination of the river below the lake,
and, leaving instructions for the first two loaded canoe to meet him
at a place agreed upon (Sineacate n), took his departure from Kully-
pelI House on pril 24th, 1810.

The first ob truction in the river blow th lak i ~ the fall ~

where th Great Northern Railway cro e a few mil a t f
port, correctly de ignated a lbeni Fall. Thi ~ nam attached
about the tim th railroad was built from that of _ lbeni Olfl r,
who th n resided ju t below the falls on land s ttl d b f r un)
in 1887. Mr. Poirier's arIy hom wa. in th provin of u b
whence h migrated, first to Wiscon in and then to Idah. The
nam , £1' qu ntly orrupted r mis p'II d, i a u1'1ou p rp tuation
of the I· ren h nomen latur of the ri r.
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Da id Tlzomp on' Jounl ,

In th fir t journal of thi ne In nti 11 wa mad of a trib
aIled" re n od Indian." e of that name by Ie and r eury

in hi journal ( L II page 712) in hi chapter on the "ethn graphy"
f the tran -mountain region ha b en called t mind. Thi chapter

wa "ritten by Henry prior to March, 1811. The Indian are the
ez Perce. 0 uch tribal name wa again mentioned by Thomp-

on in hi travel, or had been by Lewis and Clark in 1805- .
Evidently it was a misnomer.

This journal contains the first known reference to what now
is and Point, Idaho. It also illustrates Thompson' wonderful
power of observation and ability to estimate distances. His travel
from ewport to the Box Canon by the river was fifty-five mile .
The Milwaukee railroad now parallels the river with a mileage
practically the arne

Thompson again traveled down the Pend Oreille in June, 1811,
and his journal at that time will complete the series.

Dvaid Thompson's Journal

1810, April 24th Tuesdayl very fine Day Obsd sun Lt 108°-
43 ?/Z' Latde 48-12-38 close enough Good Sent Le bon Vieux &
Michel to buy a Canoe of Pine Bark for the voyage which wa
mended & brought to be traded at 3~ PM paid 7 Skins value for
it we Got ready & at 4*-5' PM set off Co N 65 W 113 M 70
W 4?/z M N 86 W ?/z M we t 5 M~ [L-35 or 45] + ~ M 7 PM

45 W 2 M 7?/z PM when we turned a point of Sand & put up
at 7-35 PM having pa ed the Lake in a fine Calm Thank Heaven
there i yet very much now on the hores & even a little Ice on the
Lake, tho it was never even half froze over for 24 Hour during the
whole winter the now appear deep in the woods Very few wild
Fowl, say none.

April 25th TVednesday A fine fro'ty ight & very fine Day
Ob erved. At 7 ?/z _ M 'et off 0 43 W 3 72 1 8.0 [ 0

72 W 1/;~ 6 W 3M 36 W;Y4 1 hitherto all th di tanc
hay been e timated by the watch the re t are by th Ey 1~

E J!{.1 .. 2 ElM 18W 1 .0 1 17 E 1 :M + .0 1
. 20 W 1 M at b g of 0 b vd for Latde 1 ° _4 ~'

18° E good at 10' P 1 t off 0 + 1/:{ 1 "19 \V ;4 '5 \ r

o 1 opposit end of "0 the k tsho Rivulet f 15:d \ id

.
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T. . Elliott

+ 1 f + 1 r + % 1 + 1 ~ '0 \I ;4 '8;0 74-
\ ~~ 1 1 .0 M \ 1J:~ M '80 \ 1 0 ()" 1

1 R. \ tIl R. \ . tIl .' 5 1J:~ 1: 78 \ f to the
Fall 4 arry 11 th mid f th I I t 20 yd th n' 55 \ 0

amp d at 5 ;!4 P 1:; littl to thc 1 ft of wh re w arried, when
th atel' i high th rc is a Iortagc Killed 5 Duck 1 Goo e mi ed
. 'eral 'hot. on at a Chevruil 10 t a wounded n av r 3 Egg
found of a os the Day I left al e h Hou'c Th· angling place

at the + (?) f the Portage I let.G

April 2 tit Thursday fro ty ight to Ice very fine Day
t 7 1 et off 0 88W;!4 M put a horc & b d for Longde &

Time t 7 35 1 et off Co 72 \V 34 1 50 \I .0 it i ome-
\ -here I think in thi Co where I ob d for Latde la t ptr. 1 T 30
\ 1 ~"4l\1 50 W 11:3 80 W .0 50 \ ;!4 + 1 1 \V 1 J. I
+ 1 1 6 \I 1 M + 1 MS 72W 1h 40 \ 1 a 50 \;4 70 \\ 'if +
~ 85 \:tA- 88 W % 80 34 67 \ 1j._ .. T \\ l/fi

52 \V ~ 40 \V 1 M end of C0 7 met Indian traded a BaCT of
Root for 12 In of Tob & gave 10 Inche Ob d for Latde 109°
54' VG 17° Ea t variation VG embarked Co 40 \ ;Y.i .. 27 \\~ 1
M +.0M Co 55 W 1 M + 1M near beg of Co came to 2 Tent
of Kullyspels engaged a Guide who embarked with u trad d 2
Cake of Moss & Root Bread & a few boil d Root taicl 1 Y; Hour
& set off Co 20 W 1 M end of Co where I camped la t tr 11

my return. Co 12 W .0 M + 3 M + 0 1 22 \V y; .. r + ...... 1
at 6-10 P camped havin<T thank Heaven J-iIled 1 rane 13 e.e
& 1 Duck there are a few Flock of mall e 'e but by no 111 an the
1/10 part of what wa Ia t Fall.

April 27th Friday A fine light loud - 111 rning t - ~ \_ I
et off Co 26 W 1 M 30 \ 1 1 1.... \ V 34

25E;4 34E11+01\1 15 \Vl 1+}1 .. 40\\ ...... 1
70 V 1 1;5 M 15 W 1 M 0 \V l~ 5 \ \ 1 1 + 1 1
20 \"12 :M 50 W 1 0 1 12 \ 1 1 37 \V 1 1 + ~

35 W 1 1 50 W 1 M 72 \ 1 1 13 Ii: Y; I nd f
o put ashor & obsd for Latd 1090 W ~4' 19 ~ t \ ariation

VG North 11:~ N 52 W 1 M + 0M 25 \ l~ 15 \V T~ 1:
N 42 W 1 M + 11:~ M N 5 E 0 33 1 1 32 Ii: ~{;

4 Alh~ni J'all •
5 On th POlrit r lanll at foot of tht fall.
(j 'J he I,rid't oJ th· (,re. t ortbt rn R,til\\ay now u t~ tbl <: i 1, IIll .
7 ar Halkt na (?)
8 31 Cu ick (?)



Dm id Thompson's]ounZCj' 9]

J>4 30 \ Y:'l 42 W;4 end of Co arne to where the River
r ' narrow . bound d on ach side by vcry high perpend raig,

her are tron ru h of urr nt whirlpool with mall I' aIls".
\Ye I ut a 'horc at 2-25 J M to ~ amine the Country & ee what
could be d ne we w nt up on the left ide a high steep Bank of Rock
. Earth \ then ;vent thro thick mall wood along the ide & shelve

of Hill 'c abt 60 W 1 :M almo t all thc way up to the middle in
now in man place for a few st ps it borc u & we then sank

down 0 a to be obligcd to haul our elves out on all fours or by
the branche of the Tree having cros ed the Portage we had a
teep Bank to go down, from here I urveyed the Country before me

a bold range of high snowy Mountains bounded the left Side of the
River came down to the water Side in rude Craig the right ide
wa of high elevated Hills of Rock & ranged away thu to a va t
di tance l\fy new Guide who once been here pointed out the
Country to u Abt 3 M below us was a Fall10 thi would be pa ed
abt 5 M thi wa a steep high Fall a the height of a large Tree
but could not be approached in this sea on. the Snow wa by far too
deep in the mid of Summer he told u , they left their Canoes a little
di tce this ide the Fall & by Hands & Feet got along the teep
Rock to the Fall beyond which no Indian ever penetrate, except a
few to gather Red Ochre which is very fine & in plenty among the
Mountain , but the Road he de cribed as highly dangerou & pa ­
able only to light active men & they obliged to go on hand & Feet
up the teep Craig , which he a ured u wa continued for di tance
of 2 0 day March beyond the Great Fall. here they (illegible)
on the Columbia which down to its Junction with the pokane
Ri er i little else but terrible Cataract bounded on each side by
high Craig & i quite unnavigable Tho e who voyage thi \ ay
make a long Portage into a mall Riverll which run nearly parallel
to the Columbia & falls into it on the orth id below the Catarace~

but this River13 i aid to b impracticable to u altho 0 near the Great
Fall , yet he a ured us we would take near a whole day to go there
including the Portage we were on this is easily credible, as this port­
age alone would have taken us near 4 Hours. ttenti ely. ur eying
the Country & consid ring all the ma s of Infonnation I had col­
lect d from a ari ty of Indian, I con luded that \v must abandon

9 Box anon" low lone.
10 M talin Fall.
] 1 Colvill River.
]2 Kdtl l'all on the oJumbia.
13 By way of th Koot nai Hiver, sour of th olumhia nu 110'. 1'a Icro

the Hocky fountain.
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all thought of thi "a . r turn, pI a e Haven, by ou old Road
till futur 0PP rtunit T hall point out me mor eligible which I
'et much d ub. at ;J4 I t out on ur return . pray eaven

t protect . pr p ruin th Journ y ,. n w und rtak. men.
\ ent n till 7 ~;.; PM when \i e put up wher I ob d for Latde,
rill d 1 wan 1 ran 2 ee e found 16 Goo e Egg. the rane
are fat th r i' in many place very much Snow al ng the Beach &
very much e r where in the woods.

lpril 28th atu:rday very fine day. t 7 embarked &
kept on till 1 ~ PM when we put a hore & made a kettle of meat
taid 1 ~ Hour & et off held on till 5 ~ PM when we camped on

the right ide abt 1 M below the place we camped pril 26th.

April 29th Sunday very fine day trong head" ind the mo t
part of the day. t 6 ~ M set off & abt 11:3 abo e where we
camped pril 26th on the oppo ite ide ob d for Long & Time.
\Ve then went on & about 11:3 M above the we tern projecting point
of and & Gravel a little above the Tents I ob d for Latde. Killed
2 Gee e & 1 Duck Traded 2 Bag of Root & 1 of 0 Bread 5
Carp & paid our Guide whom we now left 2 ft of Tob Ilaro-e Knife
1 mall do Paid for Roots &c 4 mall Knive In of Tob at 5 ~
PM put up.

April 30th Monday day of very variable w ather frequent
howers of Rain & very heavy high wind the Evenino- moderatet'

fine. t 6 ~ AM et off Michel very ill at 10 1 pa ed the Falp4
head wind at 2 ~ PM came to the Brook1lS of quilae b d. here I
found Beaulieu & Boisverd plitting ut wood fir d ~ ~h t . they
came when I informed them of the n ce ity of ri ing ir h Rind ~

they get ready for the Morrow about an Hour aft r the 2 an
arri ed loaded with Furr from the Lak I ga 'c th Ill. g d ~ i . I
of swan, e & Roots & inform d th m f th imp . ibilit.· f pa.. -
ing by thi· River. Killed 1 u k. Boi erd i. . r' ill, h. yin
be n ruptur d by a viol nt Fall from a H r da sa, . hi f t

hanging in th Stirrup the Hors haul d him a c nsid rabl Ii t n
befor h could b· 'tricat d he has thro n ttl much blo d whi h
ha r Ii v d him onsid rably.

A1ay 1st Tuesday. fine ay, but trong wind, lllostl.' b -
hind, having gi v nord rs n all th 111 n oil' to l'. is I i r h Rind
at 8 0 t off & h ld 011 till 5 P 1 " h n ' put. h r in th

a ·ain.
( irwacat en).
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Lak , at th beg of th 0 that lead to the andy Point of th River,
here16 we put a hore made kettle while the wave ub ided hav

•
had nough of them all day. t PM t off & held on till 9 0 P 1
when thank Han w cros ed the Lake & amped close to the
Hou on the I landY

T. C. ELLIOTT.

16 A few mile we t of . and Point.
17 On of th i land 11 ar m,loo e Point.
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