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'1 wo valum "
John Jacob Astor) Business A1an. 1))' Ir~N !':'rll \

(Cambridge: Harvard University Pre' , 1931.
pp. 1353. $10.00.)

The Pacific orthwe t is fortnnat that Han:ard's radnate
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ch olaf u in dmini tration should choose for the fIr t w rk
in th HHarvard tudic in Bu in History" th e two inclu ive and
laborat lum John Jacob Astor, Business Man. 1 he serie

i b in dit d b ra, trau Professor of Bu ine
Hi:t r·. fro ort r, th author, i Re earch Assistant in Bu ine
Hi tory.

inerl pa ination run through both volumes. Twenty-four
chapter are needed to cover Mr. Astor's world-wide record of
commerce and busin Chapters VII and VIII have a peculiar

orthwe tern bearing, as they deal with "The Pacific Fur Company
and Astoria,' from 1808 to 1818. These cover pages 164 to 248,
tarting: "Late "in January, 1808, J ohn Jacob Astor confided to

De \ itt Clinton certain plans concerning the fur trade, which had
doubtle been germinating in his mind for some time." The end­
ing of thi portion is: "I think it would hardly be extravagant to
conclude that, much as Astor loved money and the power that money
give, he yet preferred the immortality conferred on him by the
pen of Washington Irving. Surely he would rather have cho en to
be remembered as a dreamer of empire than as 'the Landlord of

ew York'."
There are twenty illustrations including portraits of Mr. Astor

at different periods of his eventful life. There are abundant note
at chapter-endings and an extensive index.

Excellent and dependable as is the narrative by Mr. Porter,
it is quite likely that most reviewer of this work will commend a~

of greatest value his industry in gathering the remarkable array of
documents. There are one hundred and sixty-eight of the e be­
ginning with "Letter from Astor to Washington Irving, ovember
25, 1836, describing Astor's first day in America" and ending with
"The Will of John Jacob Astor." The other items include bill of
sale, mortgages, memoranda, but rna tly letters. Each item ha it
explanatory note. Surely historian will dIve in thi mine f wealth
for years to come.

There hould b added a word of commendation of th pap r,
type and binding of this fine pair of bool . Certainly a high 'tan­
dard has been set for Harvard's Studi in Bnsine' Hi t01.'.
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The Journals of Theodore Talbot, 1 43 and 1 4 -5.... '<lit <.1 b~'

CHARJ.,I...S H. 'AR£Y. (Portland, r g n: 1 tropolit< 11 Pr
1931. Pp. 153.)
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