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in th year n \ thousand and fifty-eight, h bou e of th nite I
~""'tat s insp tor of tlstoms for th island wa attacked and fir 1
up n in th . night h; a party of Indian living on thi I land, and
kn \ n a th lallam., and had it not b en for the timely aid of
th Hud 11 Ba ompany, the inspector would have fallen a
yi tim to thcir savag- d ign.. In the month of July following \ve

found on the bah, cIo e to the ahov mentioned Indian camp, the
bodie of hi 0 white men, cords around their necks which had been
u 'ed to conceal them under water. La t fall another daring murder
\ a committed in the middle of the day, and in plain ight of u all
here, without the lighte t chance of our rendering them assistance.
Only ten day ago another body was found on our hores which had
been the ictim of foul play. Inclusive with the above dangers that
we are exposed to from our neighboring Indians we are continually
in fear of a descent upon u by the bands of marauding Indian,
who infe t these water in large numbers, and are greatly retarding
the progre of the ettlement of this Island.

" ccording to the Treaty concluded June 15, 1846, between
the United tates and Great Britain (the provisions of which are
plain, obvious, and pointed to us all here), this and all of the i land
ea t of the Canal de Haro belongs to us; we therefore claim meri­
can protection in our pre ent exposed and defen e1ess po ition.

"With a view of these facts, and for the e sential advantage of
having this and the urroundinO" i lands immediately ettled, we
most earnestly pray that you will have stationed on thi i land a
sufficient military force to protect u from the above mentioned
dangers until we become ufficiently trong to protect our eh ,"5·

This petition wa igned by twenty-two American citizen. who
resided on the i land.

When General Harney received thi petition, he r alized that
it was high time to provide adequate protection for the men an
citizen on the i lands of the Haro rchipelago.! neral Harney
took the mattcr up with Governor tev n of \Va hington Territor. '
and the Governor urged him to nd a military fore to ""'an Ju.. n
I land at one .ur; The two m n w re acting, in th 'ir opinion , a -
onling to th' m s ag of Ir. 1Iar ), 'cr tary of tat in hi
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1 h 11 \ f apt. Pi k tt' 0 upation of San Juan I land v'a
'1 gr at sllrpris to th· IT udson 1 ay ompany, and th ' proclama­
ti n of th <hrin aptain \ 'a a our 'of 'ven greater indignation
tc , 'rnor 1 0\1 1a. .r a on flU n apt. Pick tt could not
_ p t 11111 h p 'a in th' h 'art of th 'n my' oveted territory.
n the 30th da' of July, 1 5, har1 riffin, i. ued an order in

th nam f th H ud on' 1,(1 ompany in forming Capt. Pickett
that th t rritory h had 0 UI i <1 wa . th prop rty of the Hud on's

a\ mp ny, and that an imm diatc withdrawal of troop wa de-
mand L hark ,riffin al 0 \ am d th captain that if the with­
dra al f troop \ 'a not made ff tive at once, he would be obliged
to all upon civil authoritie.. tiO --a] t. Pick tt ent a arca tic note
ha k t ,riffin tatin T that h wa n t on the I 'land of an Juan
at th r qu st of th lIud. n' Bay 'ompany, but by vitrue of an
onl r fr 111 th Tnite I tat"' Go ernment.f,l V hen Governor
Dou la. r aliz d that h ould not threaten r fri hten Capt. Pickett
fr 111 the i "land indir ctl , he di patched an order to the Captain

n u 'u t _ 1 ~, laiminO" all of Hara rchipelago a territory
helonginO" to H r laj ty Qu en i toria and under the juri diction
of Briti h la\ . Thi di patch r ad a f llow :

"'1 h ' reignty of th I land f an Juan, and the whole of
the lIar rchi] la '0, ha alway" b ninde iatingly claimed to be
in th' r \'n of r t ritain. Theref re, I, J ame Dougla~, do
her b ' f rmally and ol'mnl1' prot :t again. t th occupation of 'aid
j Ian 1, r any I art of the aid r hip lago, by any per on what­
, r, for or n behalf of any other pow r, hereby prote'ting and
d clarin r that th ov r ignty th reof b) ri 'ht n wi, and alway
hath b n, in H r 1aj. t, Qu n t ria and her pr d ce'~or",

King. of r at }Jritain.
n und 'r my hand and: aI, at ictoria, Vancouver" I'land,

on thi 2nd day of August, on thou. and i hth hundred and fift:­
nm , and in th twenty-third 'ear of H r laje ty' reign.

Jame' D ugla ."tl:!

The n -t day, on ugu "t 3, 1 5<, G rnor I ougla' "ent thr e
British aT. hip., th "Tribull ''', th "I lttnp r" and the ' ~atillite",

all of which an hor d OPIO it ~apt. Pi k tt' amp, with th ," 1
obje t in i,w of thr at ning th 111 rican oldi r ".U3

Capt. J '()ffr 0y I )hipp 1101"1101' f th largest hip, the Tribul1 ,
op 'n d n gotiations ith alt. Pi k tt r qu sting a 111 tin t talk

(jO M, . s. awl 1)0. o. 2, Part 11, . "f. '0. 1024, p. 48.
61 Jbid, PP. 48·49.
62 ill aKc:> and Voc. Pal t 11 o. 2, f. o. 1024, p. 53.
63 JbId, p. 49.
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ri U I r II m £ 0 upying- an i Iallo b'longing to
I i k tt I dily eli pat h d ( r ply ~gr in

1 • an Juan I land at t\ ( o· I k
111 ing- apt. Hornby informed Capt. Pi k tt th t

h i111111 liatcl vithd re\ the meri an troops from the.-
i Ian . a c nflict I tween the two Engli 'h p aking ountrie "oul
I in \ ital1. T thi threat, Capt. Pickett replied that he ould
11 t ,ithd1'a\ - hi. tr op unle. s ordered to do so by hi commanding

ffi 1'. • ince apt. Pickett failed to be frightened, Capt. Hornby
u T T • t d a joint militar occupation until such time a the gover ­

ment of England and the United tate could agree on the bound­
ary line. Capt. Pickett absolutely declined the proposition of joint
militar T c upation at that time, and he informed Capt. Hornby
that if h t1'i d to land troop on the I land of an Juan a colli ion

auld follow. llti

'apt. Pickett, hortly after thi interview, notified General
JIarne,' at Fort ancouver regarding the threatening attitude of
th I 1'itish offi rs, and regarding the reply he had made to Capt.
Ilonlby.on General Harney immediately informed Capt. Pickett
tl at th' r pI he had made to the British Captain wa in accordance
\ ith hi. wi h S.U7 Then in the meantime, General Harney et out
to r - nfo1'c> apt. Pickett on the i land. Gen. Harney ent a
di patch on ugu't 7, 1 59, to the enior Officer of the Command­
in~T • quad ron on th Pacific, located at an Francisco, a king for
na 'al upport. ti t the arne time an order wa di patched to

ohm 1 as) at Fort teilacoom commanding him to transfer
four of his companie of the 3rd Artillery to an Juan I land to
UPI art Capt. Pickett.60

n th da follow ing the General' order ugu t 9, Colonel
y left Fort 'teilacoom with hi Artillery on board the teamer

".I uli '. \ 'hen th teamer wa well away from the fort, it met
tl t ~arn r" ctiv" returning from the amp of apt. Pickett.

pt. .\11 11 of the ti e trongly and olemnly advi d olonel
a . not to land an troop on the i'land becau e th Briti. h war­
hip, th '1 ribun, a lying abroad side of Capt. lick tt\ ( ll1p
itl th rid nt obj t of pI' \' nting any re- nf r m nb. Ion I
a r < liz d \ -hat th cons quenc ' might b in'a h hould
ntinu t an Juan 1 land. but at th sam tim he did not dar'

, P rt II, r. 1024. f1(>. 50 51.

o ,P It I, Sa. 1U2-4, p. 54.
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h

day I fore from th· 'ommanding
f I1t 011, and fortunat 'Iy nough, eden e

n <. I I hi InO 111 nt from the I3riti h war­
( f th Julia on approa hing the i land hugged

1 po ibl. h 'n the hip came within a
aI t. Pi 1- tt' amp, the steamer drew toward

1 an hor, and all the troops were landed and
mlH ti I to th' 1 m rican Camp. The teamer Julia

1 011 III t( th '\ harf b tween Pickett' camp and the
,I hil, th 'I ribllll , in order t unload the cannon and

be anI. 'I h Tril une did not interfere with the
llO I Ii r \ ere ab ard for re-enforce-

h

1" I u la had i II d rd r ugu t 2, 1859 to Captain
I I mmand f the Tribune, to fire on the meri-

th III f r rn the i. land but Capt. Hornby did not
f th rn r f r fear that uch an act might

~ r \ ith the "nited tate~.71 Capt. Hornby wi hed
alta k on th merican Camp on an Juan I land

11 11" I n·) n' I wh wa crui ing the Pacific '\ ater nearby,
n I ; I prov . of the plan. oon a dmiral Bayne'

h·<I til wat r wh r the Tribune wa anchored, Capt.
1'ri I t nvanl th dmiral to tell him the whole tory.

Imir, I had h 'ard the tal from Capt. Hornby, he di ­
1"1 t1 Iy th' plan ad pt d by overnor DouO"la and

m

.
1

n), th damn d fa 1 ."72

apt. 11< rnhy in a 111 "a to dmiral Bayne ,
• pr s I hi f ar that th _ meriean~' mi ht at­
th Engli h Me Ti. trat fr m th i land or land

in II h ~ n vent h a k d if he h uld pen fire
11. \d111i1'al J a) n r pli <1 in a I tter of u u ~t

1 , 1 5 in th \ () nl :
I J i 110' III ' po iti . or I l' that t1 do n t, on an ace unt

hat 1', t ' th' initiativ in c n1111 n in ho~tiliti' by firing on
1 I "73th'111 )) (0) I tll Y may l<l ,t 11'own up.

'11 11 rnor Douglas was inform d that additional tr OP'

(
I

..chi, ~ ~·7 1.
nive r"tty of lontan nd
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n land d n th T land f an Juan, h ent oro r to dmiral
, ith all p d \J ith hi ntir for e and orive the

an ir 111 th i. land. dmiral Baynes brought hi hip up
a "bluff", but h did not pen fir. Ie, too, di -

fr m Jam. Dougla, overnor of British Col-

umbia."
, en olonel a ey landed on the I land of an Juan and

sa, the threat ning ituation be au e of the five Briti h warships
within shelling eli tance of Capt. Pickett' Camp, he speedily opened
ne otiations with the officer on board the battleships. Colonel Ca ey
ent a note to apt. Hornby requesting a meeting in order to discuss

the ituation, hich wa now apparently at the breaking point between
the two force. He also made an inquiry about the where-abouts of
the ommanding Officer of the Fleet, and he was informed that

dmiral Bayne wa unboard the Flag- hip "Gange" in E quimalt
Harbor. Capt. Hornby was plea ed to know that Colonel Casey

anted to talk about mean that might prevent a conflict. Colonel
a e left at once to arrange for a conference with Admiral Baynes.
hen he came within one hundred yards of Admiral Bayne ' ship,

he anchored his hip and ent a note to Admiral Bayne reque ting
a conference. Admiral Baynes informed Colonel Ca ey that he
would be glad to have an interview on board the Ganges. Colonel

a ey did not wish to go on board the Admiral's hip and as a
con equence no interview wa held. He went back to Pickett's

amp to entrench his troop and prepare for the wor t. 7 ::1 t thi
time the Briti h had five warship within easy range of an Juan
I land with a force of 1,940 men and 167 cannon .76 The merican
had fi e companie of infantry and artillery with a total of 461 men
and 17 cannon entrenched and ready for battle. 77

The Governments of the United States, of Great Britia.n and of
British Columbia Express Opinions on Militar'j' Occupation

hil this preparation for d f n wa taking plae , b th Briti h
and Am rican ommanders were busy ommunicating with their r ­
I eti e government. General Harn y wrote t the ommand r­

in- hi f of the Am ri an Army in w YorI ity,78 to th dju­
tant ) n ral' ffi e in Washington, D. .,'19 and to th offi e f

op.

o. 2, Part H, 'cr. o 1024, PII. 81 HZ.

reh. 5-7 1
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~ r tar f ar,'w. plaining what had a tually tran pired (n both
. id r arding th disput ov r the water boundary b tween an-
on er' Island and th l nit d ~tate. ffidavit , claims and ord r

rei, d b neral I anley regarding th di pute ere forwarded
to the d partm nts, 0 the officers of the nited tate Government
and tho at the head of the army would have the fact and evidence

ith hich to approve or di prove the action of the Commanding
G neral on the Pacific Coast.

Mr. Drinkard, acting e retary of war, was very much ur­
pri ed hen he received all the information regarding the conflict
on an Juan I land. 1 He really believed, and 0 did the Pre ident

f the nited tate, that General Harney had taken a tand too
deci ive and not in harmony with the letter of Mr. Marcy ent to
Governor Stevens in 1855. Mr.Drinkard Believed that Capt. Hornby' .
proposition of joint military occupation was the mo t logical one
under the circumstances. Fearing that General Harney might pro­
voke a war between the United tates and Great Britain, Mr. Drink­
ard ordered General Winfield Scott, who wa Commander-in-Chief
of the American Army, to proceed immediately to the Pacific Coa t
and take charge of the forces there. General cott was given order
to make arrangements for a joint military occupation until the two
governments could establish a definite boundar line between Van­
couver,s Island and the continent.82

The Government of Great Britian like that of the United tate ~

as de irous of a peaceful ettlement on the boundary di pute. Lord
Russel repeatedly urged joint military occupation a the ea ie -t way
out of the difficulty and warned Capt. Provo t that the hot headed
actions of General Harney mu t be met with coolne and modera­
tion.83 Lord Lyons at Washington, October 15, 1859, in communica­
tion with Mr. Ca e, urged joint military occupation. 4 In a mage
to the ecretary to the Admiralty, October 25, 1859, Ir. Hammond,
writing for Lord Rus el, said:

til am in reply to reque t that you \ ill .·pre. to the L r I
Commi ioner of the dmiralty the atisfa tion hi h Lord John

us el feels at the condu t pur u db' Rear dmiral Bayn 111

th se transa tions, and whi h his Lordship con id r to hay gr atl

80 IlJld, vP. 86.88.
81 Ibid, pp. 43·44.

2 f • od Do. ' 0 • 2, Part H, r. '0. I 24, lIP 57 9.
83 Plovin ial Arch. (l 59 1 60), oi'. t., PI' 7, 51,

4 n. L . 1)0. '0. 29, r. 1 16, p...30.
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ndu d t h maint nan of Pacific relation with th ni ed

tat .' ,
Dllk ca tie mpha iz d th pa ific policy of the Engli h

'ernm nt in a me age to ov 1'nor Douglas dated eptember 29,
I ~ . in , hich he aid in part:

"You are aL 0 not to land troops on the i land or to take any
further -tep without in truction. from the Department or from
Lord Lyon . unless the mericans hould endeavor to remove by
force the Briti h iagi trate from the island, or unles steps hould
be required for the protection of the live and property of Briti h

. ubject .""
feanwhile Governor Douglas ugu t 1, 1859, had called a

meeting of the Council of the principal officer of Vancouver'
1. land to ound out their opinion on what action should be taken
on an Juan after the military occupation by American troops. The
entire council agreed that colonial forces should take no tep that
would provoke a war with the United States. The member at the
meeting felt that it would be better to remove all British subject
from the i land than to cause a war then, when England wa on the
verge of a European war. 7

( To be Continued)

5 Provin lal Arch. 1859·1860 p 111
~(j Provincial Arch. (lH59.186(»: 0/'. ~it .. p. 44.

7 /lml, JlJI. (j8-70.
8M Ibid, p. 70

9 1 . anti Doc.• o. 2, Part II, Ser. 1024, pp 3.44. •ee also, Prov inchl h
Ll Iter, OPV of a l:0JlV. rt: .

1)0 f • Ilfl Do'. '0 2 Part I] S r 0 10>4'II JI d 75 ' ,... ~,p. 74.
I , /I. •

1)2 ll/w, II 71/. 1 ED'0, "II. • oc.• o. 10. SCI'. O. 10 7, p. 41.
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