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PREFACE

General Comments

The purpose of these Proceedings is to enable registrants of this 1st ASIS SIG/CR Classification
Research Workshop to read ahead of time about the projects, proposals, systems, and other work
that will be presented on November 4, 1990.

It has been an enlightening and fascinating experience for us to have read these papers. The work
that has been brought together here has served to show not only the breadth of Classification
Research (CR), but also the commonality, making this a truly inter-disciplinary area.

Generally speaking, the application areas seem to divide into Information Retrieval and Problem
Solving; we also have papers that emphasize theory. However, in considering the semantic
organization of knowledge, as is the primary concem of CR, there is great interplay between
theory and application. One of the things we hope will come about is that participants will not
only convey to each other the originality of their work but also mentally explore the work of
other participants. We think if they do this, they will detect many implications for their own
work in the work of others even though these may not be obvious on the surface of it.

A particular issue that did arise early on and remains an issue has to do with terminology of CR
itself. One of the editors did lean on a few authors to adopt a specific distinction between
constructing classifications and applying them, calling the former classification and the latter
classing or alternatively indexing. However, she has recently had some misgivings about having
done this (although some authors chose rather to use and define their own terms), as there is
considerable disagreement about this terminology. The contention here seems to us to be largely
terminological rather than definitional. We suspect there would be agreement about distinctions,
but it seems that these distinctions do not have common labels across disciplines, nor even within
Information Science itself. There furthermore may be distinctions and correlations depending on
whether the viewpoint is Information Science or Cognitive Science, for example the possible
correlation between constructing classification schemes and learning, respectively. In any case, it
probably is futile to expect terminological unity, but perhaps we can at least organize the
definitions in CR and not worry about giving them one-word names. We invite readers of these
Proceedings to think about this problem and let us know their views.

Organization of these Proceedings

As seen by the Table of Contents, papers in these Proceedings are in alphabetical order by last
name of first author. Other authors are cross-referenced to the first author. Included are indexing
terms associated with each paper. These forty-three terms were selected and applied by us, the
editors. Although at some point we did verify the appropriateness of these indexing assignments
with authors (presenting them with all terms and the terms we selected for their individual
papers), as we approached the final stages of preparing these Proceedings, we inserted some new
terms and made adjustments accordingly without this verification.

Following the Table of Contents is the Subject Index to Table of Contents. This is merely an
alphabetical arrangement of these same indexing terms as pointers to first authors. ISSN: 2324-9773
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Following this, we have the Name Index to Table of Contents. We thought it might be useful to
gather the various names associated with the papers. These include names of systems, software,
affiliations, sponsors, databases, and so forth. We had originally tried to distinguish between
home-grown software and commercial software, but this blurred in a few cases. It is easy enough
to find out from authors the status of software used in their projects.

The workshop agenda and directory will be distributed separately.
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