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Preface
General Comments

These Proceedings are a working copy of the papers and personal statements of participants of the
2nd ASIS SIG/CR Workshop on Classification Research to be held at the ASIS Annual Meeting
on Sunday, October 27th, 1991, in Washington, D.C. They are being distributed early to
participants only so that they have a chance to review in advance the contributions and descriptions
of those who will be in attendance. As such, the papers are not in their final versions, and authors
will have the opportunity to revise and edit their papers and descriptions. The Proceedings will then
be published as an ASIS monograph by Learned Information, Inc., under the title Advances in
Classification Research, and will be available for purchase in 1992.

We were gratified by the quality of the papers and diversity of topic areas submitted to this year’s
workshop. By May we had received over thirty position papers and they kept coming even after
that. Our experience from last year was that people really liked the diversity and excitement of a
workshop in which a wide variety of disciplines and areas were included, and judging by the
comments on the evaluation forms, participants were very pleased in general with how it all came
together. We received many favorable comments afterwards as well. The only complaint was that
it was overwhelming in terms of the number of presentations in one day (twenty), especially since
the workshop brought together researchers and practitioners from many fields, each with its own
special body of knowledge and vocabulary. Therefore, this year, we have changed our policy and
limited the number of presentations, while at the same time, continued to cast a wide net in terms
of subject areas. We hope that this will leave more time for discussion and questions and even
further enhance the main purpose of the workshop, which is to bring together people from many
areas to exchange ideas about the very lively area of classification research. Maybe in the future
we will decide to focus more specifically on some area, but for now, we feel that the more general
exchange is fruitful and interesting.

It was very difficult to choose the fifteen papers selected for presentation. All the submissions were
interesting, provocative, and we could have included many more. We aimed for broad coverage of
topics and application areas, and we tried to include those that would stimulate discussion and
further exploration of the ideas introduced by the presenters.

Organization of These Proceedings

The papers that will be presented at the Workshop are arranged in alphabetical order by the last
name of the first author. Following these papers are the Personal Statements of all the Workshop
participants who submitted such a statement as of September 22, 1991. These are also arranged in
alphabetical order. We did not specify what should go into these personal statements, and they are
essentially unedited. The List of Participants follows the Personal Statements and is continually
undergoing changes. A final list will be distributed at the Workshop. An agenda will be mailed out
under separate cover as soon as it is finalized.

We are sorry that we didn’t have enough time to index these Proceedings, but will gratefully accept
any offers of help in doing so for the published version.
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