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Vocabulary sets of semantically related words and phrases were assembled and applied to
searching bibliographic records in a music database. The sets were created from a comprehensive
selection of Library of Congress Subject Headings concerning music, which were convened to an
online thesaurus. The paper describes techniques and rationale used create, name and organize the
vocabulary sets, which may be permanently stored as pre-packaged queries for later reuse by
various users searching different music databases.

Database queries themselves, will be sets containing multiple instances, even hundreds or
thousands of them, which correspond to the semantic premises under which the sets are organized.
Because multiple queries (and thus multiple premises) will be available. queries may be "played"
against each other using "and"f'or" set operations similar to those available in relational database
technology. Users will be able to model areas in the music database corresponding to compound.
multi-faceted concepts.

As a result ofexperiments described here, we hope to be able to construct a prototype classification
structure-a kind of semantically organized computer index-from which end users may select a
variety of pre-designed queries used for focusing their searches in a music database. Each query
will correspond to one or more semantic premises or arguments contained in the classification
structure, which will appear on the computer screen like a menu displayed in a succession oflinked
windows. End users will select queries with the objective of "modeling" a portion of the music
database-an area where they expect to find their ultimate search targets.
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Our current experiments utilize Library of Congress Subject Headings of relevance to music.
Subject headings appear as instances in query sets. The query sets containing subject headings may
be used to search appropriate topical fields in bibliographic databases where LC subject headings
also appear.
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