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1. TERMINOLOGY

Terminology is the science concerned with the linguistic representation ofconcepts; it entails
collecting, describing, processing, and presenting terms (Le. lexical items belonging to specialized
subject fields) in one or more languages. Applied work in terminology is carried out in two modes:
1) punctual term research, concerned with a single concept-term unit; and 2) thematic term
research, concerned with mapping out the conceptual structure ofa specific subject field or subfield
(as exhaustively as possible), and describing all the concept-term units that fall within it. For the
purpose of this paper, we will focus on thematic term research as it has wider implications for
classification and multidimensionality.

1.1. Classification in Terminology

There is a close relationship between terminology and classification: classification plays a key role
in the formation and development of concepts and concept systems, which constitute the
cornerstone of terminology work. One possible explanation of concept formation is presented by
Sager (1990:22), who says that we begin by identifying individual objects as having certain shared
characteristics, and then we abstract some of these characteristics in order to arrive at types of
objects (e.g. we identify certain animals as having a number ofconnnon features which we group
under the concept label "cats''). We may then group the already abstract types of objects into
broader classes (e.g. we may group cats with dogs as animals, and set up separate categories for
wild and domestic animals). Ifwe continue grouping and ordering concepts in this fashion, we
develop a system ofconcepts where each concept is characterized by the relationships it forms with
neighbouring concepts.

As previously mentioned, the goal of a thematic term research project is to map out and describe
all the concepts in a subject field. This process comprises five main stages l : introductory reading,
selection ofdocumentation, scanning, analysis ofdata, and preparation of the term records. In this
section, we will briefly examine how terminologists use classification at each of these stages.

Introductory Reading. When commencing a thematic term research project, terminologists
begin by familiarizing themselves with the subject field through introductoty reading. As they read,

1. The stages for conducting a thematic tenn research project that are outlined in Ibis paper represent a
synthesis ofideas p-esetUed in &he fonowing sources: Auger & Rousseau (1978), Cole (1987), Dubuc (1985),
Meyer (1992), Picht & Draskau (1985), Rondeau (1984), and Sager (1990).
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