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The World Wide Web promises to become a imponant medium Jor publishing thesauri as
electronic publication becomes more common. Thesauri can be published over the World Wide
Web in either a staticJonn (where all thesaurus infonnation is written to files at one time) or
dynamically (where inJonnation is retrieved by a search enginejrom a database, andJonnatted
into Web pages just at the time that it is delivered to the user). The choice between static and
dynamic methods oj Web publication influences the Jonnat and organization oj the thesaurus.
This paper discusses some ojthe aspects that most affect the way in which users consult the
thesaurus, in panicular the method of locating a tenn, displaying a tenn and response time.

Publishing thesauri electronically has important advantages. It reduces the cost of producing,
storing and shipping bulky printed publications, thereby making thesauri more affordable both
for publishers and users of thesauri, particularly when users are spread over a wide geographic
area. Lowering purchase costs encourages the use of the thesaurus both for indexing and
searching. Electronic publishing also allows for more frequent updates, ensuring that users­
even occasional searchers- have access to the latest additions and modifications.

While there are a number of different means of publishing a thesaurus electronically,
publication over the World Wide Web is particularly attractive. The rapid expansion of the
Internet has meant that more and more people have access to Internet services. Many users are
already familiar with common Web browsers, particularly those that support a graphical user
interface such as Netscape, and do not require any particular browser training. They are
increasingly accustomed to using the Web as a source for a wide variety of types of
information, and can read about Web sites in popular newspapers and magazines as well as
technical publications. Users who search a database through a World Wide Web gateway,
either through the Internet or through a corporate intranet, find it particularly convenient to be
able to consult the thesaurus used in indexing that database through the same user interface.

In some respects the Web is an ideal medium for publication of thesauri. The markup
capabilities of the HyperText Markup Language (HTML) allow a fairly sophisticated
presentation of information. The most common browsers use variable-spaced, high quality
fonts in a variety of type sizes and weights, and allow the display of graphics to enhance the
presentation of the information. The hypertext capability of the Web can be easily applied to
the process of navigating through the tree-structures of a thesaurus, allowing users to select a
term from a display in a simple way and move directly to additional information on that term.
While Version 2.0 of the HTML standard does not allow for the kind of tabular formatting
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