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PEKIN: Un Nuevo
Punto de Partida

BEIJING: A New
Point of Departure

Por/by Carmen Rodriguez

1 pasado 15 de septiembre finaliz6 en Pekin, China,

la Cuarta Conferencia Mundial de la Mujer, auspi-
ciada por las Naciones Unidas. Durante tres semanas, alre-
dedor de treinta mil mujeres provenientes de ciento ochenta
y seis paises, se reunieron en dos grandes foros: el de
representantes gubernamentales y el de individuos y repre-
sentantes de organizaciones no-gubernamentales.

Ester Frid, mejicanaresidente en Vancouver y consejera
en laagencia Servicios para la Familia, asisti6 ala conferencia
no-gubernamental donde particip6 activamente en foros y
talleres, particularmente sobre temas relacionados con violencia
familiar y violencia contra la mujer. Segin Ester, ésta
tltima se transformé en una de las teméticas més importantes
dentro del foro no-gubernamental, pero también hubo muchas
otras que se trataron de manera exhaustiva. Entre ellas,
mencion6: la pobreza, los medios de comunicacién, la
salud, el medio ambiente, la educacién, 1a paz, la seguridad,
los conflictos bélicos y sus efectos sobre la mujer, los
derechos humanos, los derechos legales, la representacién
de la mujer en los organismos a cargo de tomar decisiones
politicas y la economia. Ester también puntualiz6é que hubo
otros temas que, aunque no habfan sido originalmente incluidos
en el programa, fueron introducidos en algunos talleres,

n September 15, the Fourth United Nations

Conference on Women ended in Beijing, Chi-
na. For three weeks, close to 30,000 women from 186
countries met in two forums: one for government represent-
atives and one for individuals and representatives of non-
governmental organizations.

Ester Frid, a Mexican woman living in Vancouver
who works as a counsellor at Vancouver Family Services,
attended the non-governmental forum and participated ac-
tively in meetings and workshops, particularly those related
to family violence and violence against women. According
to Ester, this became one of the most important themes
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tales como la mujer y la cultura, y 1a educacién de las nifias ~ within the non-governmental forum, but there were also
como mujeres del mafiana. many others that were thoroughly discussed. Among them,
Cada uno de estos temas fue tratado a través de she mentioned poverty, media and communications, health,
talleres y reuniones, de los cuales se realizaban hastadoscientos  the environment, education, peace, safety issues, armed
por hora, con un total de miles cada dfa. En los dfas finales  conflicts and their effects on women, human rights, legal
de la conferencia, tanto en el foro gubernamental como en  rights, the representation of women in political decision-
el no-gubernamental, se aprobaronresoluciones que garantizan ~ making bodies, and the economy. Ester also pointed out that
avances en la condicién de lamujer en el mundo. Entreellas, there were other themes that had not been included in the
cabe mencionar varias en el campodelos derechoshumanos,  original program, but found their way into some of the
tales como: el derecho de 1a mujer a decidir cudndo y con  workshops, such as women and culture and the education of
quién tener relaciones sexuales, en otras palabras, suderecho  young girls as the women of tomorrow.
adecirno, aunque se trate de su esposolegal; el reconocimiento Each one of these topics was discussed in workshops
de que los derechos de los nifios toman precedencia sobre  and meetings. There were up to 200 meetings taking place
. los de los padres y de que las nifias adolescentes tienen  every hour, adding up to thousands per day. During the final
derecho a adquirir informaci6n sobre control de 1a aatalxdad . days of the conference, both the governmental and non-
- governmental forums passed resolutions that guarantee ad-
vances in women’s conditions around the world. Among
itis important to mention several in the area of human
s: a woman’s right to decide when and with whom to
sexual relations, in other words, her right to say “no,”
even if the person she is saying “no” to is her husband; the
znition that children’s rights take precedence over their
s’ rights and that adolescent girls have the right to
»mfor‘matlon on birth control, even when their parents may
sagree; the recognition that rape during an armed conflict
onstitutes a war crime and that rape directed specifically
« againsta racial or ethnic group is genocide; the reaffirma-
gobiernos de todos los paises paraque guardendatosestadfst:lcos tion that women’s rights are human rights and that funda-
que reconozcan y midan el trabajo noremuneradoque hacen  mental rights cannot be denied for cultural reasons; the
las mujeres diariamente, y que las Naciones Unidas estima  reaffirmation that women’s reproductive rights include the
alcanza un valor de once trillones de délares al afio. right to decide how many children to have and when to bear
Sin embargo, entre los puntos de discusién sobre los  them; the reaffirmation that unsafe abortions threaten wom-
que no se lleg6 a un acuerdo, cabe mencionar el presentado  en’s health; and a call to all governments to keep statistical
por la delegacién canadiense, la cual habia pedido que los  datathatacknowledges and measures women’s unpaid daily
gobiernos reconocieran explicitamente la orientacién sexual ~ work. The United Nations estimates that this work is worth
como un derecho humano y, por lo tanto, como un derecho 11 trillion dollars a year.
de la mujer. However, among the discussion points on which no
Dadoslos diarios reportajesdelos periédicos canadienses ~ agreements were reached, it is important to mention one
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Mujeres indigenas presentes en
Pekin, entre ellas Rigoberta
Menchu, a la izquierda

sobre los problemas logisticos que habrian impedido
el desarrollo exitoso de la conferencia, le preguntamos a
Ester su punto de vista al respecto: “Yo siento que a pesar
de los problemas, la conferencia sirvi6. Hubo mucha
desorganizacién, mucha desinformacién. Yo me demoraba
tres horas en bus para llegar a mi hotel, asi es que te puedes
imaginar lo que eso significaba. Muchas veces caminabas y
caminabas para llegar a un taller, y resultaba que lo habian
cambiado de lugar. Pero asi y todo se gest6 una conciencia
de que hay que prestarle atencién ala condicién de la mujer.
Fue un evento histérico. Todo el mundo supo que habian
treinta mil mujeres reunidas en Pekin, discutiendo posiciones
sobre un sinnimero de probleméticas relacionadas con la
mujer. Y, mas importante aiin, se crearon redes de comunicacién,
redes de informaci6n entre mujeres de diferentes partes del
mundo. Ese trabajo continuari”.

Es de esperar que, como dijera Ester Frid, las tareas
iniciadas en Pekin continden y que las mujeres del mundo
sigan tomandose espacios y trabajando por garantizar una
vida plena para todos.

*
——

presented by the
Canadian delegation,
asking governments to
explicitly recognize
sexual orientation as
a human right, and
therefore,awoman’s
right.

Given the daily reports in Cana-
dian newspapers regarding logistical problems that would
have prevented the successful development of the confer-
ence, we asked Ester Frid her opinion in that regard: “I feel
that in spite of the problems, the conference was useful.
There were many examples of disorganization and misin-
formation. It took me three hours to get to my hotel on the
bus, so you can imagine what that meant. Also, many times
people walked great distances to get to a workshop, only to
find that it had been moved. But in spite of all of that, an

- awareness of the need to pay attention to women’s issues
was promoted. It was an historic event. The whole world
knew that there were 30,000 women meeting in Beijing,

315 CAMBIE ST. discussing their positions on a great number of issues. And,
VANCOUVER, B.C. even more importantly, communication and information
V6B 2N4 networks were created among women from different parts
N\ TEL: (604) 684.0523 of the world. That work will continue.”
(Miaid Onders Weloomd) Hopefully, as Ester Frid said, the work initiated in
Beijing will continue and women around the world will keep
VANCOUVER HOURS: on t.alsing over public spaces and working to guarantee a
WOMEN'S MONDAY - SATURDAY fulfilling life for all. é
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